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THE  HISTORICAL  DEVELOPMENT  OF  POUL- 
TRY HUSBANDRY  IN  GERMANY  ^ 

WIIKN  the  Kpiiiaiis,  after  the  battle  of  the  Teuto- 
buri^er  Forest,  saw  that(<ermany  could  not  he 
snhjnjiated,  they  with<lrew  to  their  strongholds, 
situated  between  the  Khine  an<l  the  Danube,  and  befjan 
the  pursuit  of  agriculture  under  the  protection  of  arms. 
Even  yet  in  our  modern  days  we  find  many  connected 
with  the  highly  deveIoi)ed  old  Roman  agriculture.  The 
raising  of  poultry  has  shared  the  same.  If  one  reads 
the  treatises  of  Columella,  N'arro  or  I'liny  on  tlie  ancient 
Roman  handling  of  poultry,  he  must  confess  that  we 
have  learned  little  which,  is  new;  the  fundamentals 
remain  the  same.  (-)ne  may  really  say  that  the  German 
farmer  entered  into  the  inheritance  of  the  Roman  knowl- 
edge of  farming.  For  from  Southwest  Ctermany  agri- 
cultural knowledge  commenced  its  tri- 
umphal march  over  all  (Germany. 

As  in  life  the  times  rise  and  fall  as  in- 
ilnenced  by  historical  events,  so  the  de- 
velopment of  our  poultry  iuisbandry  stood 
in  close  relation  to  the  historical  develop- 
ment of  our  rural  economy  ;  which,  in 
its  turn,  was  dependent  upon  the  iiis- 
torical  development  of  our  Fatherland. 

t  liarles  the  Great  was  a  zealous  promo- 
ter of  agriculture,  and  especially  of  its 
closely  related  pursuits,  fruit  growing, 
poultry  husbandry,  fishery,  and  bee- 
keeping. At  his  time  i)oultry  husbandry 
Stood  in  high  repute  in  cultivated  (ier- 
many.  However,  it  appeared  only  in  the 
form  of  a  pursuit  closely  related  to  agri- 
culture, ^loreover,  in  those  times  duties 
and  taxes  had  to  be  paid  in  produce — 
eggs,  fruit,  fish,  lioney,  grain,  etc.;  and 
especially  the  monasteries  retjuired  that 
their  tithes  be  paid  in  provisions.  In 
Konigerode  in  Suilhar/,  up  to  the  year 
l!Hi'.i,  the  school  tax  was  paid  to  the 
teacher  in  ))rovi8ions — princi|)ally  eggs. 
What  could  be  more  natural  than  that 
the  monks  should  make  a  point  of  obtain- 
ing an  especially  good  quality?  And  so 
they  established  in  conjunction  witli  the 
monasteries  model  farms  from  which  they  — 
might  dispense  to  the  people  animals  for 
breeding,  trees,  seeds,  etc.  As  tiie  wan- 
dering preacliers  were  monks,  the  desire,  the  love,  and 
the  necessary  knowledge  of  the  dill'erent  branches  of 
agriculture  were  si)read  among  the  people.  Not  only  to 
the  monasteries,  but  also  to  the  feudal  lords  must  the 
production  of  eggs,  |)()ultry,  etc.,  be  attriljuted.  By  tlie 
rules  of  fasting,  which  were  then  almost  universally 
observed,  many  eggs  were  required,  and  also  the  use  of 
poultry  meat  was  very  e.xtensive.  The  use  of  l)eef  be- 
came common  with  us  later,  while  hog  and  goose  fiesh 
always  enjoyed  greater  popularity  in  middle  and  north 
Germany.  The  Roman  people  in  southern  (iermany 
even  today  prefer  the  Hesh  of  the  fowl,  concerning 
which  the  French  King  Henry  IV.,  declared  that  he 
hoped  each  of  his  subjects  might  have  a  fowl  in  the 
pot  on  Sunday. 
But  in  the  last  years  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Great, 
see  the  beginning  of  the  feudal  system.    For  almost 
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one  thousand  years  the  wide-spreading  Feudalism  of 
the  Middle  Ages  with  its  system  of  nobility,  its  bondage 
and  persecution,  heavily  oppressed  the  German  people, 
standing  in  the  way  of  their  development,  and  under- 
mining the  strength  of  the  free  farming  class. 

At  the  time  of  the  Ilolunslavfen  conditions  were  still 
tolerable,  but  in  the  next  century  with  all  its  political 
struggles  and  conflicts,  the  conditions  became  worse. 
But  in  those  regions  where  the  people  had  thrown  ofi 
the  feudal  yoke  and  freed  themselves  from  bondage,  or 
where  the  disturbing  influences  had  not  been  especially 
potent  —  for  example,  in  the  northwestern  provinces, 
Belgium,  Holland,  along  the  coast  of  the  North  Sea, 
and  along  the  course  of  the  Weser  and  Elbe,  more  favor- 
able conditions  had  prevailed. 

When,  with  the  reformation  brought  about  by  the 
growth  in  strength  of  the  reigning  princes,  the  degener- 


Embden  Goose 

ate  feudel  system  assumed  a  milder  form,  the  Buerger- 
staud  began  gradually  to  strengthen  itself.  Unfortu- 
nately these  j)eaceful  times  did  not  last  long.  Three 
hundred  years  had  not  yet  passed  when  the  Thirty 
Years'  War  shook  our  beautiful  P'atherland  to  its  very 
foundation,  and  retarded  its  development  by  two  hun- 
dred years. 

Credit  is  due  the  (ierman  farmer  for  having  again 
brought  about  tolerable  agricultural  conditions  in  a  com- 
paratively short  time,  through  his  love  for  hi.s  home  soil, 
his  'faith  in  ( iod,  and  liis  iron  perseverence.  The  west- 
erly countries,  France,  England,  and  the  Netherlands, 
whose  nourishing  prosperity  had  not  sull'ered  during  the 
war,  had  to  help  them  out  with  cattle  and  seed,  so  that 
they  could  start  again.  But  this  time  of  terror  brought 
one  good  with  it.  The  i)rejudice  of  the  nobility,  that 
it  was  disgraceful  to  employ  themselves  with  agriculture, 
began  to  disappear.  In  place  of  the  monasteries  as  cen- 
ters of  agricultural  knowledge,  now  came  the  noble  and 


the  free  man  with  their  more  scientific  preliminary 
learning.  Knowledge  united  itself  with  practice,  and 
the  literary  beginning  reached  out  even  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  INIaster  and  peasant  worked  together  to 
strengthen  German  agriculture.  Necessarily  in  the 
foreground  stood  those  branches  of  agriculture  which 
had  prevailed  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  The 
growing  of  corn  came  first,  while  animal  husbandry 
(with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  the  raising  of  horses) 
was  grossly  neglected  as  regards  breed  and  utility.  The 
blame  may  be  laid  in  part  to  the  scarcity  of  forage;  but 
especially  its  low  value  prevented  the  development  of 
animal  husbandry.  The  unpretentious  mode  of  living 
of  the  greatest  part  of  the  population  comprising  the 
country  people  had  contributed  also  to  this.  The  use  of 
eggs  and  flesh  were  valued  by  them  as  luxuries,  their 
diet  consisting  of  vegetable  foods  and  milk. 

An  author  descrifjes  in  the  following 
highly  characteristic  manner  the  animal 
husbandry  of  the  time:  "The  cattle  go 
forth  that  they  may  find  food,  and  eat 
that  they  may  be  able  to  go  forth.  Vil- 
lage greens  are  commonly  halbe  land- 
marks, and  in  some  places  they  have  set 
aside  land  of  a  village  for  a  promenade 
for  the  horses,  cows,  calves,  sheep,  and 
geese,  for  a  roosting  place  for  the  swine, 
and  for  pastime  and  friendly  conversa- 
tion for  the  horse,  cow,  and  sheep  herds- 
men and  the  geesewomen.  An  excellent 
assemblage." 

These  unfortunate  conditions  gradually 
brought  about  the|opinion  that  animal 
husbandry  was  only  a  necessary  evil.  The 
cattle  were  kept  only  on  account  of  the 
manure.  There  were  regions,  though,  in 
which  the  natural  pasture  land  favored 
unusually  the  rising  of  cattle.  There  not 
only  the  love  of  animal  husbandry  re- 
mained with  the  farmers,  but  the  knowl- 
edge of  breeding  was  cherished  and  fur- 
ther perfected,  to  grow  from  generation. 
Others  chose  poultry  husbandry.  The 
possibility  of  reckoning  on  a  large  sale 
^  from  the  last  brood  in  only  one  year,  in 

contrast  to  thejraising  of  larger  animals, 
had  caused  this  branch  of  small  animal 
husbandry  to  recover  from  the  depression 
brought  about  by  the  Thirty  Years  War. 
For  the  (Germans  it  was  at  that  time  principally  only  a 
question  of  the  egg  of  the  hen  and  the  flesh  of  the  goose. 
The  necessary  poultry  breeding  stock  was  again  fur- 
nished by  the  westerly  countries,  especially  Belgium  and 
Holland,  where  poultry  raising  was  always  fostered, 
which  is  true  even  to  the  present  day.  In  contrast  to 
the  commonly  depressed  condition  of  animal  breeding, 
poultry  breeding  —  in  spite  of  the  fact  tfiat  the  value  of 
its  products  was  very  small— was  soon  carried  on  exten- 
sively, because  the  necessary  conditions  for  its  pros- 
perity —  unbounded  pasturage  facilities  —  was  in  an 
ideal  way  at  its  command.  Aiul  so  it  came  about  that 
the  hens  furnished  eggs  from  Spring  until  in  the  Autumn, 
which,  on  account  of  the  favorable  free  provender, 
whether  it  was  much  or  little,  cost  as  good  as  nothing. 
In  winter  the  fowl  found  its  feed  from  the  hand  thresh- 
ing which  in  that  day  was  carried  on  almost  the  whole 
winter.  The  housewife  expected  no  eggs  from  the  hens 
in  winter.   Therefore,  at  this  timelthe  bens  needed  little 
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food ;  moreover,  they  could  rest,  bo  that  as  soon  as  grass 
and  worms  apfeared  they  could  begin  their  laying  with 
renewed  strength.  On  account  of  these  conditions, 
poultry  was  kept  especially  by  the  small  farmers  who  at 
this  time  were  numerous.  Also  the  raising  of  geese  was 
soon  restored  to  its  former  importance,  favored  by  the 
excellent  goose  pasturage,  which  ofTered  a  foraging  as 
well  as  an  exercising  place  and  favored  besides  by  the 
predilection  of  the  German  for  goose  flesh  and  by  the 
pride  of  the  farmer's  wife  in  giving  to  her  daughter  at 
marriage  the  greatest  possible  number  of  feather  beds, 
which  was  a  sign  of  particular  prosperity. 

Even  in  the  towns  was  poultry  breeding  carried  on 
quite  extensively.  The  love  of  animals,  which  has 
always  been  in  the  blood  of  the  Germans  and  which 
shows  itself  today  in  all  classes,  especially  the  lower 
classes,  the  comfortable  manner  of  living  which  the  one 
family  house  with  its  large  court  and  garden  permitted 
more  then  than  now  on  account  of  the  comparatively 
small  value  of  lands 
and  further,  the 
custom  of  keeping 
domestic  animals, 
which  remained 
from  the  time  of 
the  earliest  settle- 
ments, favored  un- 
commonly  the 
tendency  in  this 
direction.  These 
conditions  make  it 
clear  that  the  num- 
ber of  fowls  kept 
stood  in  close  rela- 
tion to  the  number 
of  people,  so  that 
not  only  the  need 
of  eggs,  gooseflesli , 
and  feathers  would 
be  met,  but  so  that 
there  would  be  no 
surplus,  because 
the  limited  means 
of  transportation  of 
these  times  would 
not  make  this  sur- 
plus of  correspond- 
ing value.  And  so 
there  was  no  special 
efiort  made  to 
change  the  meth- 
ods of  breeding,  to 
increase  the  pro- 
duction of  eggs,  or 
even  to  bring  about 
a  greater  winter 
production,  as  it  is 
possible  to  do  so 
successfully  at  pres- 
ent, thanks  to  the 
wider  knowledge 
of  breeding.  The 
value  of  poultry 
and  its  products 
had  to  remain  low 
on  account  of  the 
large  supply  and 
the  limited  de- 
mand, because  of 
the  unpretentious- 
ness  of  the  upper 
10, OCX)  at  that  time.  Eggs  in  winter  were  uncommon ; 
in  fact  the  whole  trend  of  poultry  husbandry  was  toward 
an  extensive  business,  in  contrast  to  the  intensive  agri- 
culture of  to-day.  Thus  lay  the  situation  at  the  end  of 
the  1Sth  Century.  With  the  mth  Century  commenced  a 
complete  revolution  of  agricultural  conditions.  The  sci- 
entists, such  as  Reichhardt,  Thaer,  Liebig  and  others 
came  forth  as  reformers.  Tlie  value  of  animal  products 
began  to  rise,  so  in  forty  years  in  the  last  century  we 
find  in  tiermany  a  flourishing  agriculture.  The  market 
for  produce  expanded  as  a  result  of  the  improved  trans- 
portation facilities,  so  that  a  paying  exportation  of  rye 
to  Scandinavia,  and  fatted  cattle  to  England,  was  possi- 
ble, and  through  this  prosperity  came  to  tiie  rural  popu- 
lation. This  golden  period  of  agriculture  saw  the  begin- 
ning of  the  downfall  of  poultry  husbandry.  The  rich 
revenues  from  the  corn  harvest  and  the  fatted  cattle 
made  interest  in  the  lesser  receijits  from  poultry  decline, 
as  they  perceived  that  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  change 
valuable  corn  into  cheap  eggs.  From  this  came  about 
gradually  a  mere  holding  of  the  poultry.    This  more  or 


less  fortunately  brought  about  separation,  limited  the 
pasturing  range  of  poultry,  and  confined  them  more  and 
more  to  the  yards,  where,  in  place  of  the  free  feed,  they 
had  to  receive  a  larger  ration  from  the  hand  ;  then  the 
farmers  began  to  look  upon  poultry  as  a  necessary  evil. 
It  was  kept  only  to  supply  eggs,  goosefiesh,  and  feathers 
to  its  owners.  It  grew  still  worse  through  the  perfecting 
of  the  means  of  transportation,  especially  the  railroad, 
which  opened  up  intercourse  between  the  home  market 
and  foreign  countries  which  produced  under  the  most 
favorable  conditions.  This  meant  not  only  that  the 
English  and  Scandinavian  markets  were  opened  up,  but 
also  prevented  the  dying  out  of  farming  in  Germany. 
They  established  a  flourishing  sugar  industry  and  inten- 
sive methods  of  farming.  With  this,  poultry  culture 
decreased  more  and  more.  It  became  more  difficult  to 
feed  the  hens  in  winter  on  account  of  the  introduction 
of  the  threshing  machine  and  the  abolishing  of  hand 
threshing.    The  bedding  straw  did  not  have  as  much 


poultry  culture.  This  desertion  of  the  country  had  be- 
come a  menace  to  agriculture.  When  beet  growing  was 
no  longer  lucrative  on  account  of  the  change  which 
was  coming  about  in  the  sugar  market,  when  corn 
growing  no  longer  paid,  and  the  value  of  cattle  was  low, 
then  the  German  farmer  was  in  sore  straits.  Germany's 
Hourishing  agriculture  had  become  a  sacrifice  to  the 
victoriously  advancing  industries.  The  great  increase 
in  population,  the  pretentious  manner  of  living  —  even 
of  the  lower  classes  —  brought  about  by  the  prosperity 
of  the  industries  and  their  colossal  returns,  had  in- 
creased considerably  the  use  of  poultry  products.  They 
say  that  by  its  use  of  soap  tlie  degree  of  civilization  of  a 
country  may  be  judged.  I  might  add  to  this  that  the 
use  of  eggs,  butter,  and  sugar  best  characterizes  the 
prosperity  of  a  people.  The  importation  of  poultry 
products  from  abroad  had  so  increased  that  they  could 
no  longer  close  their  eyes  to  the  threatening  danger  of  a 
complete  dependence  upon  foreign  countries. 
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in  theAccompaning  Article  as  a  Breed  Very  Popular  for  Egg  Production  in  Germany 


grain  in  it  as  before.  For  the  breeding  of  jioultry  all 
these  circumstances  were  only  further  steps  in  its  de- 
cline. The  high  tide  of  beet  culture,  especially  in 
Saxony,  caused  the  disappearance  of  many  small  farni.s 
which  were  bougiit  up  l)y  the  large  estates.  Notliing 
was  created  to  compensate  for  the  loss  of  the  poultry 
whicii  was  given  up.  Animal  husbandry  in  >;eneral  was 
neglected.  Intensive  farming  forced  j)Oultry  more  and 
more  into  the  yards.  AVith  the  giving  up  of  the  free 
range,  the  danger  of  inbreeding,  and  its  consequent  de- 
generation became  more  of  a  perW  than  before.  Even 
the  end  of  seventy  years  of  the  last  century,  even  the 
l)rotective  tariffs  established  could  not  stop  its  decline. 

When  the  industries,  thanks  to  these  protective  duties, 
began  to  grow  stronger,  and,  in  conseciuence,  the  large 
cities  grew  quickly,  the  rural  communities  had  to  pay 
the  price. 

The  increase  in  population  created  only  strength 
chiefly  for  the  great  industrial  centres. 

The  country  gradually  became  depopulated,  especially 
of  small  farmers,  who,  above  all,  are  so  necessary  for 


Theretofore  a  day  laborer  ha<l  kept  eight  to  ten  hens, 
or  hat!  raised  as  many  geese,  with  which  in  his  some- 
wiiat  uniiretentious  way  of  living  lie  not  only  supplied 
his  family  with  ej:g8  and  feathers  and  ])artly  with  meat, 
especially  of  geese,  hut  was  in  a  position  to  make  the 
surplus  into  money.  The  moment  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  the  city  in  order  to  employ  himnelf  as  an  in- 
dustrial worker  or  tradesman,  these  con<litione  were 
changed  in  the  most  unfortunate  way.  The  smallest 
poultry  keepers  in  the  country  not  only  supplied  their 
own  needs  of  poultry  produce,  but  also  in  most  cases 
supplied  a  small  city  household  with  his  surplus.  Each 
producer  who  l)ecanie  a  consumer  forced  the  remaining 
producers  to  supply  two  or  more  consumers  if  no  scarcity 
was  to  be  felt.  Tliis  desertion  of  the  country  (Land- 
flucht)  thinned  the  ranks  of  the  producers  more  and 
more,  at  the  same  time  that  it  ad<led  to  the  numljer  of 
consumers  from  year  to  year.  It  is  to  Ije  remembered 
moreover,  that  in  earlier  times  the  small  independent 
households  of  day  laborers,  miners,  servants,  etc.,  were 
dependent  upon  poultry  culture,  since  they  were  paid 
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les8  with  money  than  with  produce,  in  which  the  pro- 
ducts of  animal  husbandry  held  a  most  important  place. 

Also  the  chicken  cholera,  that  began  to  be  spread  with 
the  entrance  of  the  poultry  from  abroad,  had  caused 
great  loss,  and  resulteil  in  checking  the  breeding  of  geese 
in  the  eastern  provinces,  where  formerly  this  had  been 
carried  on  extensively.  This  "going  back"  (Kuck- 
gang)  was  favored  also  by  the  abolition  of  "Deputates." 
Formerly  it  was  the  custom  for  tenants  to  fatten  their 
geese  on  their  landlord's  pastures.  In  the  late  autumn 
they  had  to  pay  a  certain  number  of  these — the  so-called 
Deputat— to  the  landlord.  Now  they  were  beginning 
to  return  to  the  old  customs. 

Almost  never  did  the  landlord  like  to  see  his  tenants 
keep  geese,  because  he  said  that  his  was  the  burden  of 
furnishing  a  greater  part  of  the  feed  for  these  geese. 

It  further  came  about  that  through  the  growth  of  the 
cities,  land  became  more  valuable,  and  so  the  farmer 
raised  the  rents.  Through  this,  poultry  culture  suffered 
a  great  loss  in  the  cities.  Also  police  regulations  deter- 
mined upon  for  city  and  country  contributed  toward 
restricting  poultry  culture  in  contrast  to  other  countries 
where  everything  tended  to  make  it  easier. 

Above  all,  however,  it  was  the  total  lack  of  knowledge 
with  reference  to  breeding,  housing,  and  feeding  of 
poultry,  especially  among  the  small  and  middle  class 
farmers,  which  contributed  to  the  decline  of  poultry 
husbandry.  This  was  aided  by  the  many  unprofitable 
sales  of  poultry  produce.  And  so  there  came  about  a 
gradual  loss  of  interest,  which  here  and  there  was  so 
marked  that  poultry  was  looked  upon  as  a  vexation. 
Frequently  the  idea  prevailed  that  the  cheapest  egg  was 
that  which  one  bought  in  the  market. 

In  great  part  the  blame  lay  with  the  land  owner  him- 
self. There  was  no  bookkeeping  which  would  have  best 
proven  that  when  a  sale  took  place  direct  to  the  con- 
sumer, even  with  fair  management,  there  was  a  profit. 
Almost  universally  was  the  great  mistake  made  of  selling 
for  slaughter  the  well  developed  breeding  animal  in  the 
early  spring,  because  they  commanded  a  somewhat 
higher  price,  instead  of  keeping  the  best  breeding  stock 
and  the  best  egg  layers.  And  thus  the  unfit  young 
animals  were  kept  as  breeding  stock  for  the  coming  year. 
So  perverted  customs  led  of  necessity  to  a  deterioration 
of  our  poultry  stock,  which  did  not  improve  even  when 
better  methods  were  understood. 

The  attempt  to  obtain  as  many  eggs  as  possible,  with- 
out regard  to  the  price  of  their  production,  led  the 
farmer  to  install  only  such  breeds  of  poultry  as  were 
known  to  be  great  layers.  On  the  other  hand,  he  forgot 
to  provide  for  the  necessary  early  hatches,  since  the 
breeds  selected  hardly  hatched  at  all.  And  so  the  con- 
ditions grew  constantly  worse. 

Above  all,  the  total  absence  of  facts  concerning  the 
breeding,  housing,  and  feeding  of  fowls,  especially  on 
small  farms,  helped  to  cause  a  failure  in  poultry  farm- 
ing. Unprofitable  market  conditions  added  to  already 
existing  trouble,  and  with  the  reason  that  little  interest 
in  poultry  was  taken  and  sometimes  was  looked  at  as  a 
nuisance  and  some  farmers  claimed  that  the  eggs  for 
their  own  table  could  be  obtained  cheaper  at  the 
markets. 

Farmers  themselves  deserve  a  great  deal  of  blame.  No 
accounts  were  kept  in  most  cases  which  otherwise  doubt- 
less would  have  proved  that  selling  by  German  parcel 
|iM9t  would  be  profitable  business.  Often  the  mistake 
was  made  by  selling  early  hatched  pullets  as  broilers, 
because  the  high  prices  were  tempting.  Late  hatched 
birds  were  used  as  breeders,  and  conditions  remained 
in  this  way  even  when-the  mistake  was  realized.  In 
order  to  obtain  many  eggs  only  egg  breeds  were  kept, 
and  as  these  breeds  were  practically  non-setters  another 
misery  was  added  because  no  practical  methods  of  incu- 
bation were  adopted.  .\1I  that  was  said  so  far,  illus- 
trates the  lack  of  knowledge,  as  well  as  market  organiz- 
ation was  the  reason  for  the  terrible  condition  which 
existed  in  utility  poultry  farming  until  about  fifteen 
years  ago. 

Poultry  organization  had  little  influence  because,  until 
1S70,  (Jermany  was  a  poor  country.  The  socialist  party 
deserves  credit  for  our  labor  law  which  enabled  our 
people  to  live  better.  The  greater  consumption  of  poul- 
try and  eggs  could  not  be  supplied  by  local  markets.  As 
the  population  increased,  the  number  of  poultry  pro- 
ducts decreased.  To-day,  the  i|uestion  is  to  supply 
(ierman  markets  with  poultry  products;  to  produce 
enough  on  ( ierman  soil  is  impossible.  The  country  shows 
a  crowded  population.  The  land  is  used  for  industrial 
purposes,  and  therefore  is  high  in  price.  The  greater 
part  of  the  population  is  engaged  in  industrial  or  com- 
mercial enterprises,  and  farming,  especially  in  a  small 
way,  receives  only  secondary  attention.   The  percentage 
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of  poultry  kept  to  each  person  is  one  to  one-tenth.  In 
less  populated  districts,  one  to  four-fifths.  In  America 
the  tariff"  on  poultry  and  eggs  is  22  Pfennige;  in  Ger- 
many, 1.2  Pfennige.  No  duty  is  charged  for  geese  in 
Germany. 

Von  Mendel  Steinfele  was  a  man  who  showed  great 
interest  in  poultry  keeping.  In  is'.id,  he  introduced  good 
farming  laws,  and  money  was  set  aside  to  better  the 
conditions  of  poultry  keeping.    To  do  this,  three  things 
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had  to  be  done;  First,  Instruction.  Second,  Profitable 
markets.  Third,  Increase  of  poultry  farming,  especially 
in  connection  with  general  farming.  Russia,  Ilungaria, 
Galizia,  Italy  and  other  countries  were  able  to  supply 
the  German  market  with  poultry  products  cheaper  than 
the  German  farmers.  I'oultry  farming  was  hardly  a 
profitable  undertaking. 

In  ISSS  and  1892  a  poultry  census  was  taken  in  some 
states.  In  VM)  the  first  poultry  census  was  taken 
throughout  the  German  Empire.  In  MM '7  the  second 
census  was  taken,  and  it  was  found  that  the  number  in- 
creased 21%,  but  the  importation  of  eggs  was  still  in- 
creasing because  the  population  was  growing.  Also 
poultry  and  eggs  became  as  popular  a  food  in  Germany 
as  it  was  in  England  and  the  United  States.  England 
had  to  meet  the  serious  problem  of  importing  its  poultry 
and  eggs.  Germany,  on  account  of  its  better  geograph- 
ical location,  was  taking  the  main  part  of  the  products 
whi(?h  formerly  supplied  England. 

Poultry  conditions,  especially  in  Denmark,  Belgium, 
and  France,  were  studied,  and  reports  may  be  found  in 
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my  book,  "Illustriertes  Handbuch  der  Federviehzucht," 
published  by  Max  \'.  Oiegern- Leipzig;  price  2.")  marks. 
As  a  reference  for  farmers,  I  recommend  my  book, 
"Landwirt-schaliiche  Federiehzuclit,"  published  by  Dr. 
Max  .laenacke,  Hanover;  price,  1.80  marks. 

The  Prussian  Government  paid,  in  10(i!l,  14.5, 5S(t 
marks  to  increase  poultry  raising.  The  Province  of 
Saxonia  employed  in  18!  17  a  travelling  instructor,  and 
built  in  I x!t! I  a  college  and  experiment  station  with  six 
acres' of  land  at  a  cost  of  IO(i,0(hi  marks.  This  system 
was  adojited  by  other  provinces,  some  of  them  having 
an  experiment  station,  others  making  use  of  private 
institutions.  Bavaria  has  two  stations,  Krding  and 
Landsberg.  These  stations  give  instruction  to  rural 
school  tt'acliers  as  well  as  to  the  farmers'  wives  and 
daughters.  They  also  provide  lectures  and  courses  for 
six  to  fourteen  days.    Several  universities  provide  lec- 
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tures  on  farm  poultry.  The  University  of  Halle,  where 
ttie  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  is  also  at  the 
same  time  a  lecturer  at  the  university,  was  very  success- 
ful. These  lectures  are  very  much  appreciated  by  the 
students.  Almost  KX)  persons  graduated  from  this  uni- 
versity, in  190!)  and  1010.  Special  courses  of  shorter  and 
longer  duration  are  also  given.  The  I'niversity  CroUi- 
witz  is  giving  courses  from  six  to  twelve  months. 

The  market,  however,  remains  unprofitable.  High 
prices  for  poultry  products  are  obtained  in  the  United 
States,  but  they  are  unknown  in  (Germany.  Seven  to 
eight  Pfennige  is  a  good  price  for  eggs,  and  six  Pfennige 
can  be  called  a  good  average.  In  some  places,  the  aver- 
age is  even  less.  The  irrigation  of  our  deserts  will,  un- 
doubtedly, improve  poultry  conditions.  The  last  poul- 
try census  shows  the  following  figures: 

Poultry  of  all  kinds,  77,000,000 

Population,  70,000,000 

Chickens,  67,000,000 

E:gg8,  7,000,000 

Ducks,  /)00,000 

Turkeys,  600,000 

The  total  value  of  poultry  kept  in  Germany  is  265,- 
850, fx*"  marks.  The  annual  production  valued  at  KX),- 
(H)0,0<Hi  marks.  This  last  figure  also  includes  pigeons 
and  guinea  fowls  which  are  not  included  in  the  census. 

Model  poultry  farms  and  breeding  stations  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  are  very  im- 
portant in  almost  all  of  the  states  and  provinces.  At 
the  present  time  opinion  differs  greatly  as  to  which 
method  should  be  employed,  but  there  is  hope  that  this 
question  will  be  settled  soon.  The  book,  "Die  Massnah- 
men  zur  Foerderung  der  Vutzgefluegelzucht  in  Deutzsch- 
land,"  by  Knispel,  deals  with  the  above  mentioned 
(juestion. 

Since  1903  the  Government  has  been  aiding  the  farm- 
ers to  make  a  success  with  well  known  utility  breeds.  It 
is  to  be  considered  a  drawback  to  the  diSerent  provinces 
if  they  do  not  act  together ;  that  is,  do  not  agree  on  the 
same  breeds,  which  causes  confusion  very  often.  Ger- 
man breeds  are  very  little  inbred  and  are  most  bred  for 
fancy.  It  can  be  expected  that  egg  breeds  will  meet 
with  the  most  success.  On  several  occasions  an  attempt 
was  made  to  make  heavier  birds  popular,  but  always 
light  breeds  have  returned  to  favor.  Breeding  for  meat 
production,  as  it  is  known  in  France  and  Belgium,  does 
not  exist  in  Germany.  Organizations  as  well  as  suitable 
markets  and  industrial  and  packing  establishments  will 
be  necessary.  Such  houses  are  very  scarce  in  Germany. 
However,  existing  concerns  are  doing  pretty  good,  but 
all  of  them  often  import  the  fowls  to  be  fattened.  Too 
great  variety  of  breeds  is  one  of  the  troubles  witnessed. 
Partriege  and  White  Italian  Minorca,  Romelsloher  and 
Brakel  are,  so  far,  the  most  popular  egg  breeds.  Mon- 
grels, however,  are  most  common.  White  Wyandottes, 
White  and  Buff  Orpingtons,  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 
and  Rhode  Island  Reds  are  mostly  seen  as  meat  breeds. 
Duck  farms  in  Germany  raising  Pekin  ducks  from 
stock  imported  from  the  LTnited  States  are  to  be  called 
something  new.  So  far,  it  cannot  be  called  a  success, 
because  the  main  business  is  selling  hatching  eggs.  We 
hope,  however,  that  the  American  Pekin  duck  will  take 
the  place  of  the  unsatisfactory  English  Pekin  duck. 

Conditions  are  the  same  with  geese.  The  Kmbden 
goose,  which  is  nothing  less  than  a  white  Toulouse  goose, 
is  bred  too  large  for  fancy,  and  the  local  Pomerania  will 
have  to  take  its  place.  The  German  Standard  of  Per- 
fection does  not  meet  the  ideals  of  the  men  who  breed 
for  utility  purposes,  and  fancy  poultry  generally  win 
prizes.  All  large  poultry  farms  did  not  make  out  so  far, 
and  hardly  will  in  the  future  as  long  as  cheap  poultry 
products  can  be  imported. 

The  high  tarifl  would  be  the  only  thing  to  help  the 
(ierman  poultry  industry,  and  has  to  be  considered  as  a 
step  which  hardly  will  be  done  by  the  (iovernment  in 
view  of  the  importance  of  the  egg  as  a  common  food. 
The  tendency  to  raise  poultry  for  fancy  is  another  im- 
portant factor.  Poultry  shows  have  been  held  in  Ger- 
many in  great  numbers  during  the  last  seventy  years, 
and  had  no  or  little  influence  upon  the  development  of 
utility  breeds.  Some  organizations  are  trying  now  to 
arrange  for  different  poultry  shows.  The  progress  made 
during  the  last  fifteen  years  is  good,  but  Germany  will 
never  be  an  active  country  with  regards  to  its  poultry 
raising.  Nevertheless,  we  hope  that  general  farming 
with  the  poultry  business  will  be  profitable. 

Alfred  Beeck, 

Principal  of  the  Central  Poultry  Institute,  Board  of  Ag- 
riculture for  the  Province  of  Saxony  and  I^ecturer 
on  Poultry  Breeding  for  University  of  Halle,  A.S. 
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FARMING  PAYP 

AN  EDITORIAL  entitled  "The  Poultryman  Must 
Have  Cheaper  Feeds,"  in  the  June  number  of 
the  Poultry  Item,  after  quoting  at  length  from 
some  Government  statistics  of  grain  supplies  and  prices, 
makes  this  most  amazing  application  of  this  data  to  the 
question  of  profit  from  poultry  farming: 

' '  The  poultryman  could  well  afford  this  increase  in 
the  principal  grains  necessary  for  the  feeding  of  his 
flock  had  poultry  and  poultry  products  shown  a  corre- 
sponding increase,  but  strange  as  it  may  seem,  this  has 
not  been  the  fact.  Poultry  journals  all  over  this  coun- 
try and  every  careful  student  of  poultry  husbandry  who 
has  kept  in  close  touch  with  the  industry  prophesied 
that  the  past  year  would  touch  high  water  mark  in 
the  prices  realized  for  poultry  and  poultry  products. 
How  true  their  predictions  have  been  you  can  see  by  the 
following  comparison  of  prices: 

"The  average  price  of  eggs  per  dozen  this  year  has 
been  16.6,  as  against  the  average  for  the  past  five  years 
of  17.1  per  dozen,  showing  a  decrease  of  one-half  cent 
per  dozen.  In  the  face  of  the  enormous  increase  in 
maintaining  the  flock  the  average  price  realized  this  year 
from  chickens  per  pound  was  11.11  cents  as  against  11.5 
cents  for  the  past  five  years,  showing  an  increase  of  A 
of  a  cent  a  pound. 

"One  does  not  have  to  be  a  very  expert  mathematician 
to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  poultrymen  pro- 
ducing market  poultry,  and  poultry  products,  have  for 
some  time  past  been  losing  money  on  every  dozen  of 
eggs  and  every  pound  of  meat  they  have  marketed. 

"  It  is  a  serious  question  in  the  writer's  mind  whether 
the  farms  devoting  themselves  to  the  utility  have  been 
able  to  break  even.  One  is  inclined  to  believe  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  today  to  have  a  happy  combination 
of  tho  utility  and  the  fancy  if  the  business  all  around  is 
to  be  made  a  paying  one. 

"The  writer  has  carefully  considered  food  values  at 
the  present  day  prices,  and  a  careful  computation  reveals 
the  fact  that  it  is  costing  the  jioultryman  $1.50  per  year 
per  bird. 

"  We  are  compelled  to  place  the  value  of  the  individ- 
ual on  what  she  can  produce  at  a  profit.  AVe  know 
that  the  best  laying  hen  is  the  one  that  converts  the 
greatest  amount  of  food  with  the  least  possible  waste 
into  dollars  and  cents. 

"  It  would  be  well  at  this  time  for  every  poultryman 
reading  this  editorial  to  carefully  compute  the  output  of 
his  flock,  and  at  the  same  time  carefully  consider  the 
cost  of  feeding  each  individual. 

"  I  am  convinced  that  we  must  increase  the  output  of 
our  flock  or  decrease  the  cost  of  feeding.  This  is  largely 
an  individual  matter.  It  not  only  can  be  done ;  it  must 
be  done. ' ' 

I  am  very  curious  to  know  what  member  of  the 
editorial  stafi  of  the  Item  wrote  that.  j'Some*  editorials 


in  that  paper  have  initials  subscribed  to  identify  them ; 
others  do  not.  This  appears  to  be  the  product  of  the 
same  person  who,  in  the  February  number  of  that 
paper,  perpetrated  the  editorial,  "A  Booming  Busi- 
ness," in  which  it  was  stated:  "  The  poultry  business 
has  been  on  a  tremendous  boom  for  a  number  of  years. 
The  strange  part  of  it  all  is  that  this  Boom  did  not  start 
earlier.    But  it  is  on  to-day  with  steam  at  full  head." 

The  figures  used  in  that  article  to  show  the  dimen- 
sions of  the  "boom"  applied  to  the  period  between 
1900  and  1910,  not  at  all  to  recent  years.  The  figures 
used  in  the  last  article  do  not  apply  either  to  the 
present  year  or  to  the  five  year  period.  They  are  the 
figures  for  April  1st,  1915  and  the  averages  for  April  Ists 
for  five  years. 

One  should  be  sure  he  knows  just  what  his  statistics 
are,  and  how  they  may  properly  be  used,  before  he 
undertakes  to  use  them  as  the  Item  man  does.  Aside 
from  the  fact  that  the  comparison  of  prices  upon  certain 
definite  dates  cannot  furnish  data  upon  which  to  base 
computations  that  will  show  whether  poultry  pays  or 
not,  the  figures  he  compares  are  the  averages  for  the 
entire  country  and  would  not  in  any  case  apply  to  special 
poultry  farming  in  sections  where  we  have  utility  poul- 
try farms.  This  certainly  is  the  limit  in  the  misuse  of 
statistics. 

If  the  Item  man  wants  to  figure  let  him  take  averages 
for  the  first  of  each  month  for  a  year  for  a  state  or 
section,  then  averages  for  egg  production  as  approxi- 
mately distributed  month  by  month,  and  see  what  he 
gets. 

As  he  does  not  tell  us  how  he  figured  I  can  only  con- 
jecture, but  it  seems  a  natural  inference  that  he  used 
the  figures  he  quotes  and  that  he  computed  the  values  of 
eggs  produced  as  Ki.fi  cents  per  dozen  now,  and  only 
17.1  average  for  five  years.  At  10  dozen  eggs  per  hen 
per  year,  he  would  only  have  1(1  cents  over  cost  of  feed 
coming  to  the  poultryman  on  each  hen.    At  12  dozen 
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a  year  the  poultryman  would  have  a  fraction  under  50 
cents  above  cost  of  feed. 

Now,  if  he  had  taken  the  average  for  New  England, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware, 
his  price  for  this  year  (as  he  took  it)  would  be  20.4  cents 
per  dozen,  and  at  that  rate  his  poultry  farmer  getting 
10  dozen  eggs  a  jear  would  have  54  cents  margin,  and 
getting  12  dozen  would  have  95  cents  margin. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  average  price  for  the  year  1914 
based  on  the  averages  for  a  day  in  each  month,  in  the 
North  Atlantic  States,  was  30.7  cents.  So  that  if  a  poul- 
tryman with  1,000  hens  got  a  10  dozen  average  produc- 
tion he  would  have  an  income  of  J:!  per  hen.  The 
reader  will  understand  that  these  are  general  average 
figures,  and  that  the  actual  income  would  vary  accord- 
ing to  the  distribution  of  production  and  sometimes 
according  to  locality. 

For  this  section,  too,  the  estimate  of  cost  of  feeding  is 
too  low  for  present  conditions,  though  the  error  here  is 
not  as  great  as  in  regard  to  prices  of  eggs  and  of  poul- 
try. Un(iueslionably,  the  high  price  of  feed  is  a  handi- 
cap to  poultrymen  at  this  time.  Also,  the  prices  of  eggs 
and  poultry  are  not  as  high  in  proportion  to  prices  of 
other  meats  as  they  should  be;  but  it  is  still  possible  to 
produce  eggs  and  poultry  at  a  profit.  In  our  next  num- 
ber^I  am  going  to  discuss  some  things  that  are  of  more 
importance  in  poultry  keeping  than  the  prices  paid  foi 
grain  and  prices  received  for  poultry  products.  Here  I 
want  to  consider  particularly  the  Hem's  suggestion  that 
the  way  to  make  a  poultry  farm  profitable  is  to  combine 
fancy  and  utility. 

That  depend.s  altogether  upon  the  man.  One  may  be 
a  successful  utility  poultryman  without  being  either  a 
fancier  or  even  a  good  breeder.  If  he  is  not  something 
of  a  fancier  and  a  pretty  good  breeder  he  had  better  let 
the  fancy  side  of  it  alone,  go  to  good  breeders  for  stock 
as  he  needs  it  to  keep  up  his  stock,  and  concentrate  hie 
own  eflbrt  on  the  utility  side. 

If  a  man  is  both  a  good  utility  poultryman  and 
enough  of  a  fancier  and  breeder  to  produce  stock  sala- 
ble as  Standard  bred,  he  should  be  able  to  make  a  better 
profit  than  one  who  produces  exclusively  market  pro- 
ducts. Yet,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  many  such  poultrymen 
make  less  by  trying  to  combine  the  two  classes  of  busi- 
ness than  they  would  if  they  gave  all  tlieir  attention  to 
market  production.  This  comes  about  either  because 
they  are  poor  salesmen  of  Standard  bred  stock,  or  be- 
cause they  undertake  to  compete  with  fanciers  who  out- 
class them,  or  the  vicissitudes  of  trade  leave  stock  on 
their  hands  too  long,  or  for  various  like  reasons.  The 
"fancy"  business  while  at  times  and  in  cases  more 
profitable  is  more  uncertain  than  market  production. 

In  view  of  that  fact,  and  of  the  Item's  pessimistic 
views  in  regard  to  the  possibilities  of  utility  poultry 
farming,  it  is  <iuite  astounding  to  find  another  editorial 
in  the  same  issue  rebuking  those  who  com])lain  that 
business  is  bad,  and  exhorting  them  to  dismiss  such 
ideas  from  their  mind  and  make  business  good  by 
"thinking"  that  it  is  good  and  conducting  themselvefl 
accordingly. 

This  last  mentioned  editorial  is  credited  to  F.  B.  C, 
which  stands  for  one  of  the  associate  editors.  It's  title 
is:  "Are  Our  'Troubles'  Real  or  Imaginary? "  and  ita 
purpose,  obviously,  is  to  stimulate  advertising  at  a  time 
when  advertisers  generally  take  the  position  that  adver- 
tising expenditures  must  he  kept  as  low  as  possible.  It 
quotes  approvingly  from  an  article  in  an  advertising 
house  organ  reproaching  advertisers  in  America  with 
having  "become  quitters  just  at  the  time  when  their 
advertisements  were  most  needed  and  most  effective  in 
cheering  on  the  business  forces  of  the  I'nited  States," 
and  exhorting  them  to  "<io  back  aiul  advertise,"  even 
if  they  have  to  borrow  money  to  do  it.  It  intimates 
tliat  those  who  have  not  had  good  business  this  season 
did  not  go  after  buisness  the  right  way,  and  l)y  appeal- 
ing to  them  to  do  their  part  toward  making  good  i)U8i- 
ness  by  stopping  talking  and  thinking  about  bad  busi- 
ness, in  effect  still  further  emphasizes  the  idea  that 
depression  in  poultry  lines  is  "  psychological." 

It  declares  that  "  As  a  man  thinketh,  so  he  is,"  and 
that:  "If  the  'business-is-bad'  thouKiit  of  all  the  poul- 
try pessimists  in  the  country  could  he  combined,  we'd 
probably  have  a  poultry  i)anic  in  a  jiffy,  so  powerful  is 
the  inlluence  on  any  industry  of  the  mental  attitude  of 
those  engaged  in  it.  If  we  think  prosperity,  talk  proe- 
I>erity,  act  prosperity,  we'll  (iET  PROSPERITY  sure  as 
fate.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we  let  the  grouch  get  us, 
and  think,  talk,  and  act  dull  times,  we'll  get  them,  sure 
as  death  and  taxes." 

I  am  not  going  to  s^ay  most  of  the  things  suggested 
by  this  editorial.  One  will  be  enough  for  the  occasion. 
.Assuming  that  the  expects  a  lot  of  utility  poultry 
keei>ers  to  read  its  view  that  utility  poultry  farming 
alone  will  not  jiay,  and  that  their  best  move  is  to  develop 
the  fancy  siile  of  the  business,  upon  what  "psychologi- 
'  cal"  iirinciple  does  it  suppose  that  they  will  respond  to 
its  suggestions  when  they  see  it,  admitting  that  business 
in  the  advertised  lines  is  not  good? 
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i  Published  Monthly  by  Farm-Poultry 
1 1  Publishing  Company  at  No.  39  Sud- 
bury Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Farm-Poci.try  is  devoted  directly  to  all  poultry  in- 
terests and  incidentally  to  the  other  interests  of  poul- 
try keepers  which  are  appropriate  to  a  poultry  journal. 
It  aims  to  represent  and  serve  in  particular  that  part  of 
the  United  States  north  and  east  of  Philadelphia,  and 
in  general  those  interested  in  poultry  everywhere  who 
want  a  synopsis  of  poultry  atl'airs  from  the  point  of  view 
of  an  expert  of  hi<;h  authority.  Its  editor,  .loiix  II. 
Robinson,  has  been  familiar  with  poultry  culture  and 
poultry  literature  from  early  childhood,  and  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century  has  been  engaged  exclusively  in 
this  line  of  work.  He  became  a  contributor  to  Farm- 
Poultry  over  twenty  years  ago,  and  has  edited  it  for 
sixteen  years.  He  is  the  author  of  "  Poultry-Craft," 
the  most  popular  general  work  on  poultry  keeping; 
"  Principles  and  Practice  of  Poultry  Culture,"  a  text- 
book for  agricultural  colleges ;  "Our  Domestic  Birds," 
an  elementary  text-book  for  public  schools,  and  several 
books  on  special  poultry  subjects. 

Subscriptions  in  the  United  States  and  possessions 
and  Mexico,  25  cents  a  year;  five  years,  Sl.(M).  In 
Canada,  40  cents  a  year;  three  years,  $1.U0.  In  other 
countries,  .^O  cents  a  year. 

Advertising  Rates  -  Display  advertisements:  10 cents 
per  agate  line;  $1.40  per  inch.  No  advertisement  of 
less  than  one  inch  accepted. 

Classified  Advertisements  —  ].'>  cents  a  line.  No 
advertisement  less  tiian  two  lines.  Discount  on  yearly 
paid  in  advance  orders. 


Topics  of  the  Times 

The  A.  P.  A.'s  Guaranty  of  Its  Members 

IN  THE  Ecliahlr  Poultry  Journal  for  .lune.  Editor  (irant 
M.  Curtis  discusses  the  case  of  Carl  Dare,  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  a  breeder  of  Standanl  poultry  and  a 
judge  licensed  by  the  American  Poultry  Association  who 
has  been  soliciting  business  through  his  catalog  on  the 
ground  that  he,  being  a  member  of  the  American  Poul- 
try Association  and  a  licensed  jutlge,  is  a  safe  man  to 
deal  with  because  "a  membership  in  the  American 
Poultry  Association  is  a  guarantee  of  good  faith  and  a 
square  deal?  " 

Mr.  Curtis  says  (I  am  taking  his  remarks  a  litUe  out 
of  their  order):  Judge  Dare  does  not  say  in  so  many 
words  that  the  American  Poultry  Association  guarantees 
all  stock  that  its  licensed  judges  sell  *  *  *  but  he  conies 
as  near  to  this  as  he  actually  can  without  doing  it.  *  *  * 
A*.  P.  J.  wonders  if  the  American  Poultry  Association, 
in  fact  and  in  practice  to  date,  Means  Ai.i.  That  when 
it  grants  a  judges  license  or  places  a  new  memter  on  its 
rolls.  *  *  *  I  nder  date  of  March  i*4th  we  wrote  to 
S.  T.  Campbell,  Mansfield,  Ohio,  secretary  of  the  A.  P. 
A.,  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  Judge  Dare  license-certificate 
page  (from  his  catalogue)  and  asked  the  question: 
"  Does  the  American  Poultry  Association  pretend  to 
guarantee  stock  and  eggs  for  hatching  sold  by  its  licensed 
judges  or  by  farms  managed  by  them.  Under  date 
of  March  27th,  Secretary  Campbell  replied  to  our  ques- 
tion as  follows:  "The  American  Poultry  Association, 
I  assure  you,  is  very  careful  about  recommending  any- 
one—  in  fact,  it  does  not  make  a  business  of  endorsing 
poultry  breeders." 

Starting  from  this  point,  Mr.  Curtis  discusses  the 
question  cpiite  exhaustively  upon  its  merits,  but  before 
long  switches  over  to  a  i)resentation  of  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Dare  is  the  successor  in  business  of  Frank  Foy,  who 
many  years  ago  was  debarred  from  advertising  in  the 
A'.  P.  J. ;  that  -Mr.  Dare's  literature  is  in  large  part  the 
literature  of  Frank  Foy,  his  predecessor;  and  in  conc^lu- 
sion  says  that:  "  R.  P.  J.  would  not  have  taken  up  the 
matter  in  these  columns  except  for  the  fact  that.Iudge 
„  Carl  Dare,  as  present  manager  and  part  owner  of  the 
ti  Crescent  Poultry  Farms,  is  not  only  a  member  of  the 
American  Poultry  Association,  but  he  has  seen  fit  to 
place  the  association  back  of  him  and  the  Crescent 
Poultry  Farms  As  A  (it  arantki:,  directly  or  indirectly, 
of  his  Standard-bred  fowls,  of  his  claims  as  to  their 
<iuality,  and  of  the  business  methods  of  these  farms, 
including  what  they  claim  in  current  printed  matter. 
After  we  had  excluded  Frank  Foy  from  these  columns 
as  a  display  advertiser,  we  had  nothing  further  to  do 
with  him.    Jvdoe  Dare's  Case  is  Qiite  Different. 


Every  self-respecting  member  of  the  American  Poultry 
Association  will  object  to  the  unauthorized  use  Mr.  Dare 
is  making  of  his  oflicial  judge's  certificate  of  license,  and 
it  is  the  plain  duty  of  the  officers  of  the  association  to 
lose  no  time  in  putting  a  stop  to  this  sort  of  tomfoolery 
—  to  this  bunglesome  method  of  (catering  for  orders, 
which  method,  not  only  is  without  foundaiion  in  truth, 
but  which,  if  allowed  to  become  general,  would  -won 
bring  the  entire  organization  into  disrepute." 

We  agree  fully  with  Mr.  (Curtis'  view  that  this  sort  of 
advertising  should  be  stopped,  but  there  is  something  to 
be  said  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Dare,  even  though  he  be  the 
successor  of  an  undesirable  advertiser  —  and  in  censure 
of  the  American  Poultry  Association.  The  question 
Mr.  Curtis  asked  Mr.  Campbell  and  the  answer  given 
by  Mr.  Campbell  do  not  cover  the  essential  points  in 
this  case.  We  find  by  referring  to  the  list  of  members 
that  Mr.  Carl  Dare  joined  the  a.ssociation  at  about  the 
time  that  a  document  entitled,  "  Ten  Reasons  for  Join- 
ing the  A.  P.  A.,"  was  being  industriously  circulated 
by  Secretary  Campbell  by  mail,  and  as  far  as  possible 
through  the  poultry  press,  from  which  I  quote: 

"  Second.  It  stands  for  a  square  deal  and  fair  treat- 
ment for  everyone  in  every  branch  of  the  poultry  busi- 
ness.   ♦    •  • 

"  Fourth.  Being  a  member  is  the  guarantee  of  your 
reliability,  as  you  can  print  the  A.  P.  A.  emblem  in 
your  catalog  and  ads.,  and  wear  the  button  of  the 
association,  etc." 

The  writer,  both  personally  and  in  this  paper,  has, 
whenever  there  was  occasion  to  do  so,  taken  exception 
to  the  use  of  such  inducements  to  secure  members  to 
the  American  Poultry  Association.  We  most  emphatic- 
ally do  not  approve  using  membership  or  otlice  in  the 
American  Poultry  Association,  or  in  any  other  organiza- 
tion, for  advertising  purposes,  whether  it  is  to  sell  poul- 
try, or  to  sell  books,  or  to  sell  papers.  But  we  hold 
that  if,  to  get  members  and  the  few  dollars  that  come  to 
it  with  each  membership,  the  American  Poultry  Associ- 
ation offers  such  inducements  as  we  have  quoted  above, 
neither  the  association  nor  anyone  in  its  behalf  is  justi- 
fied in  "jumping  on  "  men  who  take  it  at  its  word. 

Good  Historical  Article 

OT'R  FIRST  intention  in  reprinting  the  excellent 
historical  article  taken  from  the  Journal  of  the 
American  Association  of  Instructors  and  Imiestigators 
in  Poultry  Husbandry  was  to  give  it  to  our  readers  in 
two  sections.  But  it  is  not  an  article  that  divides  natur- 
ally at  any  point,  so  we  hold  back  several  short  articles 
prepared  for  this  issue  that  our  readers  may  have  this 
valuable  article  in  its  best  form. 

In  this  connection  it  is  appropriate  to  say  a  few  words 
about  the  above  named  journal,  which  is  published  in 
part  to  take  the  place  of  the  reports  of  annual  meetings 
which  proved  too  costly  for  an  organization  of  limited 
membership,  and  in  part  to  give  in  convenient  form 
news  of  special  interest  to  those  engaged  in  educational 
and  experimental  work.  It  is  an  eight  page  ((134  x  10) 
pamphlet,  published  ten  months  in  the  year  at  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J.  The  subscription  price  to  persons  not 
members  of  the  association  is  a  dollar  a  year. 

Standards  of  Egg  Production 

THE  report  of  the  laying  contest  at  Mountain  Grove, 
Missouri,  for  the  first  six  months  says  of  the 
^lissouri  hens  in  the  contest: 
"Considering  the  breeds  instead  of  variety  for  the 
first  six  months  of  the  contest,  the  average  is  as  follows: 


Plymouth  Rocks,  84 

Orpingtons,  76 

Leghorns,  72 

Langshans,  81 

Mo.  W.  Fluffs,  68 

Wyandottes,  81 

Reds,  69 

Anconas,  71 

Campines,  67 

Minorcas,  77 


"Various  estimates  ranging  from  W  to  80  eggs  are 
made  for  the  average  hen  the  country  over.  It  will  be 
seen  that  every  breed  has  averaged  that  numl)er  in  six 
months  where  fed  and  cared  for  properly.  Tlie  above 
estimate  of  00  to  sn  eggs  is  for  the  average  yearly  record 
of  the  average  farm  hen." 

The  bulletin  from  Storrs  giving  the  report  of  the  con- 
test there  at  the  end  of  the  seventh  month  notes  that 
the  birds  in  this  competition  at  the  present  time  are 
"2S8(t  eggs  ahead  of  last  year,"  and  gives  totals  by 
breeds  and  "  average  pen  score  "  for  the  two  years,  but 
does  not  eay  how  this  compares  with  any  standard.  The 


important  Announcement 

John  H.  Robinson  to  be  Associated  With 
Large  Commercial  Poultry  Plant.  Farm-Poultry 
to  be  Permanently  a  Monthly,  and  Matters  of 
General  Interest  Noted  by  Mr.  Robinson  in 
Connection  With  His  Work  to  Be  a  Feature 
of  the  Paper. 

HAVING  been  tendered  by  the  owners  of  a  large 
poultry  and  egg  plant  a  position  where,  while 
engaging  in  poultry  work  of  great  interest,  I  will 
have  some  time  for  poultry  journalism  and  unusual 
opportunities  to  make  observations  of  value  to  poultry 
keepers,  I  have  decided  to  adapt  plans  for  Fakm-Poul- 
TKv  to  those  conditions. 

These  arrangements  were  pending  when  the  announce- 
ment of  monthly  issues  for  the  summer  was  made  in  the 
June  issue,  but  as  they  had  not  reached  the  stage  neces- 
sary to  determine  the  status  of  the  paper  after  the  sum- 
mer season,  the  announcement  was  made  only  to  cover 
the  months  in  which  the  reduction  of  issues  had  pre- 
viously been  decided  upon  for  the  reasons  given  last 
month. 

While  I  have  been  reluctant  to  give  up  the  idea  of 
making  a  high  class  weekly  poultry  paper  before  there 
has  been  an  opportunity  to  try  it  out  under  favorable 
conditions,  the  poultry  work  that  I  am  taking  up  is  of 
such  importance,  the  conditions  relating  to  it  so  con- 
genial to  me,  and  the  opportimity  to  combine  practical 
and  editorial  work  as  may  be  done  in  this  case  is  so 
unusual  that  I  could  not  hesitate  long  between  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  present  and  the  expectation  of  the  future. 

In  announcing  this  change  of  my  plans  I  wish  to 
thank  all  those  who  since  the  plan  for  a  weekly  was 
first  broached  have  given  it  material  or  moral  encour- 
agement. I  wish  also  to  say  that  while  it  is  not  prob- 
able that  I  will  be  associated  with  a  project  for  a  weekly 
paper  at  a  future  time,  I  l)elieve  firmly  that  our  too 
numerous  monthly  poultry  journals  will  eventually  give 
place  to  a  few  weeklies  and  a  few  monthlies  of  the 
magazine  order. 

With  Farm-Poui.try  permanently  on  a  monthly  basis, 
we  shall  make  a  few  innovations  in  the  business  policies 
of  monthly  journalism. 

Further  particulars  of  my  poultry  work  as  it  interests 
readers  will  aj)pear  in  due  season. 

John  H.  Robinson. 


average  for  all  pens  is  si. 2  eggs  for  seven  months,  which 
is  not  very  alarming.  It  indicates  a  probal)le  average 
for  the  year  of  ten  dozen  eggs  per  hen  for  hens  supposed 
to  represent  the  highest  skill  in  breeding  for  egg  prO' 
duction  and  in  management. 

In  the  "National  Contest"  at  Missouri,  the  tenth 
pen  —  a  pen  of  White  Leghorns  —  has  averaged  only  04 
eggs  per  hen  in  six  months.  At  Storrs  only  seven  com- 
peting pens  reached  an  average  of  100  eggs  per  hen  for 
seven  months.  There  are  about  TOO  pens  in  the  compe- 
tition. The  bulletins  do  not  give  figures  for  pens  of 
birds  lower  than  tenth  place  in  any  competition  made, 
and,  as  a  rule,  the  bird  or  pen  in  tenth  place  is  down  to 
a  rather  poor  production. 

Poor  Weather  for  Crops,  but  Good  for 
Chickens 

SINCE  1910  we  have  not  had  a  good  spring  in  New 
England.  Last  year  it  was  cold  and  wet.  This 
year  it  has  been  cool  and  dry  —  not  as  cold  on  the 
whole  as  last  year,  but  with  some  very  cold  snaps.  As 
a  result  of  such  springs,  even  when  conditions  later  are 
good,  most  crops  have  been  poor.  While  not  an  "  agri- 
cultural section,"  the  amount  and  kind  of  agriculture 
that  we  have  here  counts  for  a  great  deal  in  our 
economics,  and  the  short  crops  have  come  at  a  time 
when  other  conditions  were  also  unfavorable. 

The  lateness  of  the  poultry  crop  in  the  previous  years 
has  not  l)een  affected  so  much  by  the  weather  as  most 
of  us  were  for  a  while  disposcil  to  think.  The  greater 
part  of  the  trouble  was  due  to  the  general  altandonment 
of  the  good  old  practice  of  getting  the  chicks  out  as 
early  as  po88il)le.  This  year  there  has  been  very  marked 
progress  in  getting  chicks  out  earlier — enough  to  enable 
breeders  generally  to  get  back  to  a  good  working  basis 
by  next  season. 

.\nd  so  far  as  we  see  tbem,  and  as  reports  to  us  go, 
the  chicks  have  been  coming  on  remarkably  well. 
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THE  AMERICAN  POULTRY  AS- 
SOCIATION'S ATTITUDE  ON 
THE  LICENSED  JUDGE 
QUESTION 

WHEN  the  American  Poultry  Asso- 
ciation, in  its  reorganization  in 
1907,  adopted  measures  for  grant- 
ing licenses  to  poultry  judges  whom  it 
would  recommend  as  competent  to  judge 
Standard  poultry,  there  was — naturally — 
some  opposition  to  this  policy.    We  need 
not  undertake  to  analyze  the  nature  of 
the  opposition  at  that  time,  for  as  it  hap- 
pened, because  of  an  unfortunate  slack- 
ness in  making  up  the  list  of  judges 
upon  whom  the  association  would  confer 
licenses  before  putting  into  eflect  the  re- 
quirements for  certification  which  were  ' 
to  apply  thereafter,  quite  a  number  of 
well  known  judges  were  omitted  from 
this  lirst  list.    From  that  time  down  to 
the  present  the  greater  part  of  the  antag- 
onism to  the  policy  of  the  association 
exerting  this  method  of  control  over  the 
judges  has  come  from  these  men.  Some 
of  them  have  since  been  given  licenses  by 
special  act  of  the  association.    Some  that 
have  licenses  without,  so  far  as  I  know, 
being  given  that  favor  are  still  bitter 
opponents  of  the  policy.    Their  oppo- 
sition, however,  serves  chieHy  to  display 
their  own  irritation  over  the  .self-evident 
fact  that  in  this  matter  the  association  is 
steadily  gaining  prestige  and  strength  of 
position,  and  tiiat  the  policy  has  the 
approval  of  the  great  majority  of  all  those 
whom  it  ati'ects  or  interests.  Almost  with- 
out exception  outbursts  against  it  follow 
some  extension  of  its  application. 

The  occasion  for  the  last  outbreak  from 
Mr.  Drevenstedt  is  the  appointment  of 
judges  at  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition. 
It  begins  with  a  reference  to  "a  well 
known  specialty  breeder,  exhibitor  and 
judge  in  the  East, "  who  was  turned  down 
at  this  show  because  the  management 
had  ruled  that  it  would  appoint  no  judges 
not  licensed  by  the  American  Poultry 
ABSOciation. 


With  this  incident  as  a  starter,  Mr. 
Drevenstedt  makes  a  bitter  attack  on 
pretty  much  everything  relating  to  the 
licensing  judges,  and  then  begins  to  be- 
wail the  commercialization  of  the  fancy, 
the  alleged  fact  that  the  A.  P.  A.  is  drift- 
ing away  "  from  the  simple  ideals  of  its 
founder,"  and  to  lament  "  the  good  old 
days  of  the  American  fancy,"  mixing  all 
this  with  some  nice  sentiments  about  fra- 
ternalism  (as  it  used  to  be)  and  fair  play, 
as  the  guiding  principles  which  have  been 
superseded  by  fraternaUsm-  and  patron- 
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age.  Exception  is  taken  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  judges  at  the  Panama-Pacific, 
and  the  conditions  alleged  to  exist  in  re- 
gard to  the  appointment  of  judges  there 
are  said  to  be  such  that  "fanciers  will  not 
overlook."  It  is  stated  that  the  develop- 
ments in  the  Association  in  recent  years 
have  not  been  satisfactory  to  "  true  fan- 
ciers," and  talk  of  a  fanciers'  organiza- 
tion is  revived.  The  most  objectionable 
development  is  the  licensing  of  judges. 

In  discus-sing  fraternalism  and  the  good 
old  days,  particular  mention  is  made  of 
Philander  Williams,  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  association,  and  of  his  remarks 
upon  the  fellowship  in  poultry  interests 
at  a  meeting  of  the  association  at  Niagara 


Falls,  N.  Y.,  the  year  after  the  reorgan- 
ization, when  the  policy  of  licensing 
judges  was  put  into  effect.  Mr.  Dreven- 
stedt's  references  to  what  Mr.  Williams 
said  at  that  meeting  are  apparently  based 
only  on  a  mention  of  it  in  the  last  A.  P. 
A.  Bullelin. 

It  seemed  quite  incredible  to  me  that  if 
Mr.  Drevenstedt  had  been  at  that  meet- 
ing and  heard  "Uncle  Phi's"  remarks, 
and  remembered  them,  he  would  bring 
Philander  Williams  in  as  in  any  sense  a 
witness  for  his  case  against  the  present 
state  of  the  association.  I  don't  find  Mr. 
Drevenstedt' s  name  among  those  in  at- 
tendance. 

I  happened  to  be  there,  and  it  also  hap- 
pened that  W.  B.  Atherton  and  I,  having 
made  arrangements  to  journey  together, 
were  agreeably  surprised  to  find  Mr. 
Williams  going  on  the  same  train  to  what 
he  anticipated  would  be  the  last  meeting 
of  the  association  he  would  ever  attend. 
On  that  trip  Mr.  WiUiams  talked  much 
of  the  early  days  of  the  association,  and 
dwelt  particularly  on  the  fact  that  the 
proposition  to  license  or  certify  poultry 
judges  had  been  one  of  the  policies  of  the 
founders  which  had  failed  then  because 
the  organization  had  not  the  prestige  and 
power  to  secure  its  enforcement. 

He  was  taking  with  him  the  certificate 
or  license  which  had  been  granted  to 
him  soon  after  the  association  was 
founded.  That  certificate  was  shown  to 
members  at  one  of  the  sessions  and,  if  I 
am  not  in  error,  a  fac-simile  of  it  was 
printed  afterwards  in  some  of  the  poultry 
papers. 

' '  Uncle  Phi ' '  is  not  a  good  witness  to 
use  to  prove  that,  in  the  matter  of  licens- 
ing judges,  the  organization  is  departing 
from  "the  faith  of  the  Fathers,"  but 
take  his  own  words  from  his  remarks  at 
Niagara  Falls.  I  ■  would  like  to  quote 
them  in  full,  but  that  would  take  too 
much  space.  Talking  of  the  early  days 
of  the  association,  and  the  difficulties  of 
the  founders,  he  said : 

"I  can  remember  of  debates  that  we 
used  to  have  when  we  didn't  have  any 
such  intelligent  audience  as  this,  but  the 
boys  would  get  to  talking  and  get  almost 
wild.  *  *  *  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
debates,  or  the  opinions  of  the  individ- 
uals, of  the  breeders,  seemed  to  me  more 
at  variance  than  they  do  today ;  they  did 
not  seem  to  be  so  united,  but  they  had 
more  difl'erent  ideas  than  you  could  pos- 
sibly express.  The  meetings  were  very 
different  from  what  they  are  today — that 
is  to  say,  I  think  you  have  got  more  sys- 
tem; you  have  got  more  organization  in 
the  association  a  great  deal  than  we  had 
then. 

"  I  remember  at  Cleveland,  which  was 
one  of  the  finst  places  we  went  after  I  was 
elected  President,  that  one  thing  that 
troubled  me  a  great  deal  was,  we  ap- 
pointed judges,  as  you  do  today,  and 
we  had  a  committee  to  examine  them, 
(laughter)  and  I  was  one  of  the  commit- 
tee to  examine  .J.  Y.  Bicknell.  Well,  J. 
V.  Bicknell  had  been  a  judge  —  a  popu- 
lar judge,  too,  for  years;  everybody  was 
satisfied  with  him ;  he  gave  proper  de- 
cisions, And  they  were  all  satisfied.  But 
it  worried  me  to  think  that  1  should  ex- 
amine J.  Y.  Bicknell;  but  we  got  through 
with  it  in  some  fashion  or  other;  and  he 
was  elected  to  be  a  judge.  I  have  an  old 
certificate  upstairs  in  my  grip,  that  was 
granted  to  me  as  a  judge.    I  found  it  the 


Owen  Farms'  Julv 
Bargain  Sale 

FIVE  BIRD  PENS 

5  Pens  Butt' Orpingtons,  $13.00  each 

5  Pens  .S.  C.  Reds,  13.00 

3  Pens  White  Orpingtons,  13.00 

5  Pens  White  Leshorns,  10.00 

5  Pens  Baft' Orpinstons,  20.00 

6  Pens  .S.  C.  Reds.  20.00  " 
3  Pens  White  Orpinstons,  20.00 

3  Pens  Wliite  Rooks.  25.00 
3  Pens  White  Wyandottes,  23.00 

NINE  BIRD  PENS 

3  Pens  Butt'  Orpinetons,  $22.00  each 
3  Pens  S.  C.  Reds,  22.00 
3  Pens  Butt'  Orpinetons,  33.00 
3  Pens  S.  C.  Reds.  33.00  " 

5  Pens  White  Leehorns.  18.00 

Above  birds  all  yearllage,  strong,  sturdy, 
and  healthy,  and  genuloe  bargalus  for 
Immediate  sale. 

nuion  Cormc        122  William  street, 
UWcn  rdllllai  Vlneyurd  Haven,  Mass. 


other  day  among  some  of  my  papers,  and 
I  would  like  to  have  you  see  it;  I  will 
bring  it  down  in  the  morning  and  leave 
it  on  the  desk,  because  it  will  show  the 
present  officers  what  sort  of  certificate 
we  got  up  in  those  days.  I  feel  proud  of 
it,  because  I  think  it  is  a  very  handsome 
and  a  very  nice  thing.  *  *  *  I  am 
very  glad  to  be  here  with  you  all  on  this 
occasion,  and  have  enjoyed  meeting  with 
many  of  the  old  members  and  with  the 
new  ones,  and  I  hope  this  association  will 
go  on  in  the  future  and  prosper,  and 
bring  the  interests  of  the  difl'erent  breed- 
ers and  members  closer  together  and  ea 
courage  the  people  throughout  the  coun- 
try in  the  raising  of  better  bred  fowls." 

It  is  worth  noting  tliat  Mr.  Williams 
used  the  term  ' '  breeder ' '  rather  than 
"  fancier," — naturally,  because  he  waa  a 
breeder  —  one  of  the  best  of  his  time,  and 
appreciated  that  breeder  is  the  more  com- 
prehensive term.  Is  it  necessary  to  say 
any  more  as  to  whether  the  old  days  were 
better  than  the  new?  Mr.  Williams  was 
certainly  in  every  way  as  well  qualified 
to  speak  on  that  point  as  anyone  in  the 
association  has  ever  been. 

As  to  whether  the  association  takes  too 
much  upon  itself,  that  is  another  ques- 
tion. It  is  one  that  there  would  be  almost 
no  one  to  argue  if  it  hati  not  been  for  the 
mess  that  was  made  in  granting  licensee 
at  the  first  meeting  at  Niagara  Falls. 
Mr.  Drevenstedt  says  "  that  managers  of 
the  largest  and  most  important  poultry 
exhibitions  do  not  care  a  tinker's  dam 
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about  this  licensed  judge  business  is  evi- 
dent after  looking  over  the  list  of  judges 
officiating  at  the  Madison  Sc|uare  (iarden 
and  the  Boston  shows  last  winter." 

I  don't  see  why  he  undertakes  to  argue 
that  way  when  what  roused  his  ire  just 
at  this  time  was  that  the  managers  of  a 
large  and  important  show  were  carrying 
out  fully  the  policy  which  the  A.  1'.  A., 
while  recommending,  is  making  no  efl'ort 
to  force  on  any  show  farther  than  that  in 
each  state  or  province  each  year,  the 
show  that  i.H  the  odicial  A.  P.  A.  show 
must  have  license  1  judges,  or  the  A.  P. 
A.  prizes  will  not  he  given.  No  reason- 
able objection  can  lie  made  to  that.  In- 
deed, it  would  be  absurd  for  the  associa- 
tion not  to  require  it.  Beyond  that,  the 
association  simply  waits  the  course  of 
events.  It  do's  not  have  to  push  such 
matters.  With  conditions  right,  they 
come  gradually  I  ecanse  tlie.se  regulations 
are  for  the  j)rotecti()ii  of  exhibitors,  shows 
and  judges  generally. 

The  large  and  important -shows  and  the 
older  judges  may  not  need  such  protec- 
tion and  regulatory  provisions  may  seem 
irksome  to  them  in  one  w ay  or  anotlier ; 
but  there  is  absolutely  no  question  that 
before  many  year.n  the  unlicensed  judge 
at  any  show  will  be  something  of  a  curi- 
osity. 


Just  a  Common  "Gobbler." 

periods.  Vou  never  can  tell  what  any 
particular  hen  or  "strain"  of  hens  will 
do  in  this  respect  until  it  is  determined 
by  judicious  and  skilful  management. 
As  long  as  we  have  as  large  a  margin  as 
exists  between  the  heaviest  recorded  lay- 
ing and  everyday  laying,  it  is  ijuite  pos- 
sible for  hens  to  go  broody  frecpiently 
and  still  lay  as  many  eggs  in  the  course 
of  a  year  as  if  they  had  not. 


this  stock  I  afterwards  used  Felch  stock 
and  a  male  that  came  from  A.  F.  Hunter, 
and  if  I  am  not  in  error,  was  from  an 
early  laying  rather  undersized  stock  of 
l.ight  Brahmas  developed  by  James  Ran- 
kin. All  this  Light  Brahma  stock  was 
with  me  heavy  laying  and  pratrtically 
non-sitting.  At  diflerent  times  I  have 
used  on  this  foundation  birds  from  Feh^h, 
Rollins,  Shaw,  and  Wheeler.  Yet  our 
Brahmas  are  still  almost  non-sitters. 

My  experience  agrees  with  that  of  Light 
Brahma  breeders  generally.  Excepting 
the  few  hens  I  bought  in  IS90,  I  have 
never  seen  Light  Brahmas  that  had 
broodiness  in  what  I  would  call  a  normal 
degree.  All  the  IJght  Brahma  breeders 
of  my  acquaintance  say  the  same  thing, 
and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  their  word. 
The  facts  have  been  stated  and  published 
by  responsible  men  over  and  over,  yet — 
so  far  as  I  can  judge  —  their  statements 
have  made  absolutely  no  impression  upon 
tliose  who  take  their  views  "on  author- 
ity." Writers  who  have  no  first-hand 
knowledge  of  the  matter  at  all  will  state 
•positively  that  excessive  broodiness  is  a 
characteristic  of  the  Light  Brahma.  Stu- 
dents in  our  agricultural  colleges  are 
taught  that  broodiness  is  a  most  pro- 
nounced characteristic  of  the  Liglit  Brah- 
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NON-SITTING  STRAINS  OF 
HEAVY  VARIETIES 

Till'",  editor  of  the  Inlinid  Poultry  .lour- 
n<d  dec^lares  that:  "The  man  who 
will  bnild  up  a  strain  of  non-sitters 
from  most  any  one  of  onr  American  or 
heavier  varieties  will  make  his  fortune, 
and  not  only  that,  but  will  confer  a  great 
blessing  upon  the  poultry  fraternity  of 
the  world."  This  statement  follows  an 
argument  designed  to  show  that  broody 
varieties  arc  hopelessly  handicapped  by 
that  trait  when  it  comes  to  a  comparison 
of  profits  in  egg  production.  He  figures 
that  hens  of  broody  varieties  go  broody 
about  twice  in  a  season;  that  it  takes 
about  ten  days  to  break  up  a  broody  hen, 
—  twenty  a  year — that  this  means  a  loss 
of  ten  eggs;  that  on  a  plant  of  5,(10(1  hens 
the  "loss  "  on  this  account  would  be  be- 
tween iiSiiO  and  •JINK)  a  year. 

The  initial  fallacy  in  his  argument  is 
the  implied  assumption  that  if  a  hen  fails 
to  lay  because  of  broodiness  at  one  or 
more  periods  she  cannot  make  up  at  other 


But  the  greater  error  in  this  case  is  that 
the  editor  does  not  know  that  the  non- 
sitting  trait  is  quite  characteristic  of  many 
stocks  of  the  so-called  sitting  varieties, 
and  has  been  for  a  great  many  years, 
and  yet  those  who  have  such  stocks  have 
not  found  that  it  increased  the  demand 
for  them. 

It  was,  I  think,  in  the  fall  of  1891  that 
I  bought  of  A.  ('.  Hawkins  two  mated 
yards  of  Barred  Rocks,  that  were  ((uite 
dili'erent  in  type,  but  all  remarkably  good 
layers,  and  so  nearly  non-sitters  that  it 
was  rare  for  a  hen  to  go  broody  before 
she  had  been  laying  four  or  five  months, 
or  to  go  broody  more  than  once  a  year, 
and  many  did  not  go  broody  at  all. 

The  year  before  that  I  bought  of  a  local 
fancier  six  Light'  Brahma  hens  and  a 
male  that  were  the  last  remenant  of  some 
stock  he  had  had  for  a  nmuber  of  years. 
They  were  not  good  Brahmas,  and  were 
poor  layers  and  prone  to  broodiness.  I 
disposed  of  them  and  got  some  Brahmas 
from  Michigan  of  a  stock  that  had  been 
developed  by  using  birds  of  several  strains 
on  a  foundation  of  Felch  stock.  With 


ma.  And  on  what  authority?  .lust  on 
common  report.  I  have  never  known  of 
anyone  having  experience  with  Light 
Brahmas  presenting  any  evidence  to  show 
that  they  were  uncommonly,  or  even  un- 
usually addicted  to  broodiness — though  1 
suppose  that  there  must  be  some  stocks 
in  which  there  is  more  of  it  than  in  those 
that  I  know. 

In  my  experience  giving  hens  the  atten- 
tion that  brings  large  egg  yields  tends  to 
redu<;e  antl  eliminate  broodiness — but  you 
can  have  a  great  deal  of  broodiness  and 
still  have  egg  production  good. 


Some  days  after  the  above  was  written, 
the  press  bulletin  report  of  the  Storrs 
competition  came  in,  and  observing  what 
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poor  laying  was  indicated  in  the  averages 

1  thought  that  I  would  see  how  they  com- 
pared with  the  Missouri  figures. 

Incidentally,  I  may  say  frankly  that  I 
don't  follow  any  of  these  reports  with 
any  effort  to  try  to  get  all  that  is  in  them 
or  intended  to  be  in  them.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  when,  after  receiving  a  few  of  the 
lirst  reports  of  the  .Missouri  (contests  at 
start  several  years  ago,  I  failed  to  give 
them  the  kind  of  publicdty  other  papers 
did,  the  reports  ceased  to  arrive,  and  since 
that  I  have  seen  them  only  as  they  ap- 
peared in  other  papers.  The  same  thing 
is  true  of  the  North  Am  rican  compe- 
tition. Storrs  and  British  Columbia  com- 
petitions have  always  sent  their  bulletins 
without  regard  to  whether  the  use  made 
of  them  was  agreeable  to  them  or  other- 
wise. 

Well,  the  Inland  happened  to  be  the 
lirst  paper  I  turned  to  for  the  report  of 
the  Missouri  couipetition,  and  right  there 
in  the  same  issue  with  the  editorial  trying 
to  show  what  a  handicap  broodiness  was, 
there  was  the  report  of  the  Missouri  com- 
petition with  statistics  on  broodiness  in 
the  previous  competition  stating  that, 
according  to  their  records,  the  hens  lay- 
ing over  '200  eggs  averaged  to  go  broody 
twice  in  the  year,  while  the  hens  laying 
under  KKi  eggs  averaged  one  and  three- 
ijuarter  times,  and  those  between  100  and 
-00  eggs  two  and  one-fifth  times. 

These  divisions  into  classes  are  of  no 
consequence  except  that  they  show  that 
ordinarily  hens  go  broody  about  twice  a 
season  whether  they  are  good,  bad,  or 
indifl'erent  layers,  and  that  has  been  com- 
mon knowledge  from  time  immemorial. 
Under  ordinary  conditions,  with  indifl'er- 
ent care  the  hen  allowed  to  sit  on  the  nest 
for  a  week  or  two  before  any  attempt  is 
made  to  start  her  laying  again,  is  out  of 
condition  a  long  time  and  does  not  regain 
lost  time.  But  I  have  known  hens  go 
broody  five  or  six  times  a  year,  and  still 
get  well  up  to  two  hundred  eggs. 

Query:  Did  the  editor  of  the  Inland 
read  the  Missouri  report  before  putting  it 
in  his  paper? 
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"  WAYS  THAT  ARE  DARK  AND 
TRICKS  THAT  ARE  VAIN," 

THE  first  part  of  this  article  was  writ- 
ten for  the  June  issue  of  this  pa- 
per, but  wlien  I  received  the  May 
Inland  with  the  information  which  fur- 
nished the  text  for  the  article  on  ' '  The 
Perils  of  Rampant  Reform,"  I  thought 
that  was  enough  about  the  A.  P.  J.  for 
that  issue.  Also,  it  occurred  to  me  that 
it  would  be  just  as  well  to  give  Mr. 
Woods  an  opportunity  to  further  develop 
his  tactics,  as  from  long  familiarity  with 
his  methods  I  anticipated  that  he  would. 

Woods  Avoids  the  Issue 

In  the  March  ]5th  issue  of  this  paper 
I  made  some  comments  upon  an  article 
on  open  air  poultry  housing  by  P.  T. 
Woods  in  the  American  Poultry  Journal 
for  March,  which  purported  to  be  a  his- 
torical statement  of  the  modern  develop- 
ment of  that  plan.  I  supplied  some  es- 
sential facts  that  had  not  appeared  in  his 
article,  and  invited  him  to  explain  why 
he  did  not  give  them.  I  openly  charged 
him  with  suppressing  facts,  and  doing  so 
through  a  long  period  of  years,  repeatedly, 
after  the  error  had  been  called  to  his  at- 
tention, and  I  advised  him  that  the  time 
had  come  to  put  an  end  once  for  all  to 
his  misrepresentations  in  this  matter,  and 
that  my  statement  was  not  preliminary 
to  a  newspaper  controversy  filled  with 
quibbling  over  matters  not  pertinent  to 
tlie  points  I  brought  out. 

It  would  appear  from  the  May  issue  of 
the  American  PouUnj  Journal  that  Mr. 
Woods'  "safety  first"  instinct  led  him 
promptly  to  the  conclusion  that  the  best 
thing  to  do  about  the  article  in  Farm- 
PoDLTRY  was  to  Omit  any  direct  reference 
to  it,  but  ease  his  feelings  t)y  indirect  and 
vague  expressions  whicli  would  be  intel- 
ligible only  to  readess  of  both  papers; 
but  that  when  later  he  found  the  article 
reprinted  in  t\\e  Atucrirun  Ponllry  World, 
with  a  short  editorial  nole  mentioning  it 
as  a  matter  of  general  interest,  he  con- 
cluded that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to 
make  some  sort  of  explanation. 

So  under  the  title  "  Who  Is  the  Liar?  " 
he  discusses  not  the  matter  in  the  article, 
but  a  statement  in  the  note  of  the  editor 
of  the  World  ' '  that  in  the  article  in 


A  One  Man  Duck  Plant  in  New  Jersey 

March  American  Poultry  Journal,  AV'oods 
takes  credit  for  being  the  originator  of 
the  open  air  house  movement." 

In  treating  this  article  the  same  "safety 
first"  instinct  leads  him  to  again  avoid 
the  issue  and  discuss  not  what  the  article  in 
the  March  A.  P.  J.  showed,  but  some 
points  not  relevant  to  any  point  raised 
against  him.  There  is  no  occasion  under 
the  circumstances  to  go  into  an  extended 
analysis  of  his  article.  Just  a  few  points 
need  mention. 

In  the  first  place  he  presents  the  mat- 
ter as  if  the  article,  "Retouching  a 
Woods'  Word  Picture,"  were  a  contribu- 
tion to  the  Poultry  Woi'ld.  This  is  per- 
haps not  a  serious  matter,  although  we 
might  reasonably  require  the  arch-enemy 
of  retouchers  and  plagiarists  to  be  scru- 
pulously careful  about  such  details;  but 
his  error  here  creates  a  situation  in  which 
the  indirect  and  vague  remarks  men- 
tioned above  will  appear  to  most  of  his 
readers  to  be  intended  to  apply  to  the 
World  and  its  editor. 

The  points  that  Woods  tries  to  make 
are:  That  open  air  houses  were  in  use 
long  ago;  that  the  idea  advocated  by 
Robinson  was  not  an  open  air  house; 
and  that  he  (Woods)   repeatedly  pub- 


lished statements  disclaiming  that  he 
took  credit  for  originating. 

The  first  point  is  not  in  dispute.  The 
essential  facts  are  that  use  of  cold  and 
open  houses  was  not  supposed  to  be  in 
accordance  with  good  poultry  practice 
until  it  had  been  demonstrated  as  a  re- 
sult of  my  agitation  of  the  subject. 

As  to  the  open-ne.fn  of  the  houses  I 
used  that  is  presented  in  another  article 
in  this  issue,  and  the  only  things  in  the 
Woods  article  necessary  to  consider  here 
are  that  to  illustrate  his  point  that  the 
house  I  used  was  not  an  open  air  house,  he 
reproduces  a  half-tone  from  a  photograph 
showing  one  section  of  it  closed;  and  that 
in  quoting  from  my  statements  about  the 
use  of  the  house  he  labors  to  present  the 
same  partial  view. 

In  regard  to  his  ability  to  cite  instances 
where  he  disclaimed  credit  as  originator 
of  open  air  housing,  the  fact  that  he 
sometimes  made  suc'h  disclaimers  does 
not  show  that  he  never  made  the  claims. 
Anyone  who  cares  to  do  so  can,  by  read- 
ing the  Woods'  article  in  the  March 
A.  P.  J.,  decide  for  himself  whether  that 
article  gives,  and  seems  intended  to  give, 
the  impression  that  AVoods  originated 
and  chiefly  promoted  modern  fresh  air 
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READ 
THIS 

Sufferers  from  Muscular 
Rheumatism,  Sore  Muscles, 
Sprains  or  Bruises,  by  first 
bathing  affected  parts  with 
hot  water,  then  rubbing 
thoroughly  with 

Johnson^sl 

ANODYNE 

Liniment 

Will  Got  Prompt  Relief. 

This  reliable  remedy  has  been 

In  use  over  100  Years. 

Taken  internally  on  sugar  or  in 
sweetened  water  it  can  be  relied 
upon  in  cases  of  Coughs,  Colds, 
Sore  Throat,  Bronchitis. 

25  and  ,50  Cents  at  Dealers. 
I,  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO,,  Inc.,  Boston,  Mass, 


PARSONS'  PILLS  relieve 
Constipation  and  Headache. 


CAUGHT  51  RATS 

ONE  WEEK 

12  One  Day  in  One  Trap  itsfif.) 

Catc'lifs  dally,  always  ready,  lasts  for  years. 
Tweiify-two  inches  lileh,  made  of  galvanized 
iron.  Can't  net  out  of  order;  weiRliB  nine 
|)0undfl.  When  rats  anil  mice  pass  device 
they  die.  Cheese  Is  used,  dolne  away  with 
poisons.  One  sent  prepaid  receipt 
fit  Mouse  trap  10  in<'lieM  liii;I>. 

$1.   Money  baek  if  not  s.'itislieil. 

H.  D.  SWARTS, 

Inventor  and  Manufacturer  Universal  Rat  and 
Mouse  Traps 
Box  560,  .SCUANTON.  PA. 


Last  diance 

TO  GET 

First  Lessons  in  Poultry-Keeping 

FIRST  YEAR  COURSE 


Our  stock  of  the  second  year  course 
of  "First  Lessons  in  Poultry-Keeping  " 
is  sold  out.  We  have  on  hand  only  a 
few  hundred  copies  of  the  First  Year 
Course,  which  is  the  book  of  most  gen- 
eral interest  and  that  has  been  most  in 
demand,  going  through  several  editions 
to  every  one  of  the  second  series. 
These  books  are  not  to  be  republished 
in  the  old  form,  or  to  sell  at  the  low 
price  at  which  they  have  been  sold, 
for  the  first  series  in  particular  gave 
far  too  much  for  the  money. 

This  is  not  a  special  offer.  We  are 
not  making  any  reduction  on  the  book 
either  separately  or  in  combination. 
We  simply  call  the  attention  of  read- 
ers to  the  fact  that  the  opportunity  to 
get  the  book  will  be  open  for  only  a 
short  time  longer.  Those  who  are  re- 
newing now  and  want  a  general  book 
on  poultry  keeping  will  find  it  to  their 
advantage  to  buy  this  one  at  the  regu- 
lar combination  price. 

"  First  Lessons  in  Poultry-Keeping," 
First  Year  Course,  is  a  book  of  168 
pages,  containing  twenty-one  lessons 
dealing  exclusively  with  fowls  and 
their  care  and  management.  The  ar- 
rangement of  the  lessons  follows 
closely  the  poultry  work  of  the  year. 
For  this  reason,  and  because  of  the 
attention  it  gives  to  little  details  likely 
to  be  overlooked,  many  veteran  poul- 
try keepers  use  it  for  a  reference  book, 
preferring  it  for  that  purpose  to  any 
other.  It  does  not  treat  its  subjects 
as  fully  as  some  of  the  author's  other 
works,  but  gives  all  that  most  poultry 
keepers  want  in  their  practice.  It  is 
well  illustrated,  and  has  paper  cover 
Price  50  cts.  With  FARM-POULTRY 
one  year,  75  cts. 

FARM-POULTRY  PUB.  CO. 


A  Family  of  Poultry  Keepers 


39  Sudbury  St., 


Boston,  Mass. 
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ideas  in  poultry  housing.  In  thia  it  is 
like  numerous  other  articles  he  has  writ- 
ten in  the  past.  In  those  cases,  as  now, 
his  disclaimers  were  made  after  his  gen- 
eral statements  of  the  case  were  chal- 
lenged for  taking  to  himself  credit  to 
which  he  was  not  entitled.  Ills  i)er8i8t- 
ence  after  repeated  exposures  and  dis- 
claimers would  appear  to  he  due  to  the 
hope  that  finally  the  version  of  the  matter 
that  suits  him  may  he  allowed  to  stand 
without  heing  corrected. 

Woods'  Wayward  Whisperings 

With  tlie  anticipaled  developments  in 
Editor  Woods'  attitude  toward  his  critics, 
the  June  issue  of  the  American  Poultry 
Jonrmd  furnishes  a  mild  surprise  in  that 
it  appears  to  have  suddenly  adopted  a 
policy  of  not  mentioning  the  names  of 
persons  or  papers  to  whom  reference  is 
made.  There  is  an  apparently  studied 
efl'ort  to  supj)re8s  names  of  jiersons  and 
papers  that  are  made  suhjec^ts  of  uncom- 
plimentary remarks.  Naturally  one  is  a 
little  curious  to  know  the  reason  or  rea- 
sons for  this  when  names  have  heen  so 
freely  used  hefore.  I  am  inclined  to  think , 
however,  that  it  is  only  a  manifestation 
of  the  "safety  first"  instinct  which  per- 
ceives that  when  an  editor  is  using  space 
without  stint  in  various  forms  of  talking 
"at"  a  few  of  his  critics  without  making 
the  case  plain  to  his  readers,  it  is  hetter 
not  to  make  it  too  plain  that  your  virtu- 
ous indignation  is  being  exercised  against 
persons  with  whom  you  are  at  odds  on 
some  other  account.  In  cases  like  this, 
too,  it  not  infrequently  happens  that 
names  are  omitted  because  a  writer  im- 
agines that  his  accountability  for  what  he 
says  is  thereby  reduced  and  that  he  can 
vent  his  feelings  more  freely. 

These  points,  however,  are  (juite  imma- 
terial. What  is  worth  considering  is  that 
Mr.  Woods,  while  not  mentioning  names, 
tries  to  start  a  backlire  on  some  of  those 
who  have  shown  him  up  and  at  the  same 
time  present  himself  as  the  champion  of 
high  ideals  in  poultry  journalisn  by  whis- 
pering behind  the  backs  of  his  readers  in 
this  fashion : 

"  Shame!  Shamel 

"  With  the  reading  public  worn  and 
weary  of  '  wars  and  rumors  of  wars, '  of 
sickening  tales  of  piracy,  murder,  rapine 
and  pillage,  one  would  tliink  it  might  be 
possible  for  the  editors  of  certain  poultry 
publications  to  refrain,  for  a  time,  from 
polluting  their  pages  with  such  a  stench 
of  editorial  billingsgate  as  has  been  used 
to  fill  space  in  some  of  our  exchanges 
of  late. 

"The  three-sided  attack  recently  made 
in  lengthly  editorial  slopovers  upon  a 
group  of  honorable  and  earnest  poultry- 
men  who  dared  to  form  a  fraternal  or- 
ganization without  first  asking  permis- 
sion of  the  imperial  government  (self- 
elected)  of  the  poultry  industry,  is  about 
the  n)0st  uncalled-for,  nastiest,  and  use- 
less naiiseating  mess  of  editorial  mud- 
slinging  that  we  have  observed  in  our  ex- 
perience. To  dub  the  members  of  this 
fraternal  order  'an  aristocracy,'  and  to 
attempt  to  defame  them  by  slurs,  false- 
hoods, foul  innuendo  and  editorial  'stink- 
pots' shot  ofl  at  half-cock  is  unworthy 
and  a  disgrace  to  American  citizenship. 

"Shame!  Shame!  Messrs.  Editors.  At 
least  you  might  make  a  pretense  at  com- 
mon decency  and  self-respect. 

"This  editorial  is  published  in  the  in- 
terests of  wholesome  decenc^y  in  the  poul- 
try press  of  our  great  democratic  Nation 
and  entirely  without  knowledge  or  otiicial 
sanction  of  the  worthy  and  honorable 
poultrymen  whom  we  know  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  organization  and  who,  as  yet, 
so  far  ius  we  know,  have  made  no  reply  to 
the  fulsome  editorial  attacks  made  upon 
them. 

"Again  we  say:    Shame!  Shame! 

"One  of  the  most  disgusting  things 
that  has  happened  in  poultrydom  is  the 
'  triple  alliance '  of  the  editors  of  a 
monthly,  a  semi-monthly,  and  a  weekly 
for  the  purpose  of  jumping  on  and  smash- 
ing a  new  fraternal  order  among  poultry- 
men,  which  these  belligerent  editorial 
lights  have  termed   '  modern  roosters.' 
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Tliis  is  the  picture  Kditor  Woods  hail  leproilucod  In  the  Ameiicaii  Poultry  .Inuriial  tc 
readers  that  the  Robinson  open  air  house  was  a  closeil  house. 


IIow  rusty  indeed  must  be  their  Greek,  if 
perchan(;e  the  'triple  alliance'  ever  had 
any.  To  us  it  looks  like  an  exceedingly 
aggravated  case  of  'sour  grapes. '  Wo  i- 
der  how  long  these  motley-minded  writ- 
ers will  cling  together  before  they  see 
their  reflection  in  'cap  and  bells,'  and 
realize  the  absurdity  of  their  position? 
Never  before  noticed  so  much  '  hot  shot 
and  shrapnel'  misfired  at  half-cock." 

There  has  been  nothing  said  in  com- 
ment upon  the  Alectors  in  any  poultry 


theAlectors  in  announcing  their  organ- 
ization. 

With  respect  to  two  of  the  papers,  his 
ell'ort  to  defame  them  is  so  closely  cf)nse- 
quent  upon  their  making  charges  against 
him  which  he  cannot  meet  squarely  that 
it  is  plainly  malicious.  I  state  these  facts 
simply  to  let  Woods  and  his  associates  on 
the  .1.  P.  ./.,  and  whoever  else  it  may 
concern,  know  where  he  stands. 


This  is  the  picture  publlsheil  with  the  above  wliich  Woods  uii)  not  show  his  readers.  Why? 


paper  criticising  that  order  that  is  as  far 
from  truth  as  to  facts  and  from  whole- 
some decency  of  expression  as  the  mat- 
ter quoted  above  from  the  Anu  rican  Poul- 
try Journal,  presumably  written  by  P.  T. 
Woods.  One  would  search  the  poul- 
try press  for  a  long  time  before  finding  in 
it  an  instance  of  gross  misrepresentation 
to  match  the  application  of  the  terms  used 
by  Woods  to  the  comments  made  upon 
the  Alectors. 

As  matters  stand,  he  is  in  the  position 
of  making  charges  against  three  papers, 
which  can  be  sulliciently  identified  by  his 
references  to  them,  which  are  libelous, 
because  they  are  not  true.  No  remarks 
maile  about  the  .Alectors  were  of  a  char- 
acter justifying  his  reflections  upon  these 
papers.  There  was  no  conspiracy,  collu- 
sion or  understanding  in  any  form  be- 
tween the  papers  he  indiitates  in  regard 
to  what  they  have  severally  published 
about  the  Alectors  —  or  about  anything 
else. 

Mr.  Woods  makes  charges,  intended  to 
be  as  damaging  as  possible,  against  three 
papers  without  giving  one  line,  word,  or 
letter  of  evidence  to  support  those  charges. 
His  action  in  this  is  as  fatuous  as  that  of 


He  is  in  no  danger  of  a  suit  at  law,  for 
a  periodical  is  not  under  the  necessity  of 
resorting  to  the  courts  in  cases  of  this 
kind.  I  never  heard  of  a  journal  suing 
another  for  libel  except  in  one  instance 
and  in  that  case  the  judge  told  the  plaint- 
itl'  before  the  case  had  proceeded  far  that 
a  newspaper  was  supposed  to  be  able  to 
take  care  of  itself  in  such  matters.  So 
for  Woods  and  the  Aniericun  Poullry 
Journal  it  is  simply  a  (inestion  whether 
they  can  take  what  will  be  coming  to 
them  if  they  follow  the  course  upon 
which  they  have  started. 


Only  $30  per  100 


W! 


""E  have  a  specially  fine  lot  of 
4-weeks-old  chicks  of  strictly 
pure-bred  Pittsfield  strain  which  we 
are  pricing  at  $30  per  100  for  the 
month  of  July.  This  is  a  splendid 
chance  for  i)ouItrymcn  who  want 
to  escape  brooding  troubles,  for  the 
birds  are  scjuarely  on  their  feet  and 
past  the  dangerous  baby  days. 

PITTSFIELD 

4 -Weeks -Old  Chicks 

Barred  arid  White  Rocks 
S.  C.  W.  Leghorns  R.  1.  Reds 

All  pure  bred.  Raised  separately. 
Reserve  your  order  now.  Attractive 
prices  on  8-weoks-old  chicks,  with 
privileges  for  selecting  pullets  and 
cockerels.  First-class  breeders  at 
unusually  low  prices  during  July 
and  August.  Folder  explaining 
poultry  raising  with  each  shipment. 
Write  for  particulars  and 

Free  booklet, 
'*  Money-Making 
^xS\  Poultry" 

PITTSFIELD  POULTRY 
FARMS  COMPANY 

210  Main  Street 
Skowhegun,  Maine 


Your  Prize  Winners— Your  Egg  Layers 

Must  l)c  kepi  (rrowint'.  'I  liey  need  and  niuhl  liave 
tlie  proper  (■(,'(,',  Ixini',  inUHiie,  ami  liMllicr  drvi'lop- 
ini?  f.'cda. 

Orr's  Poultry  Feeds 

are  noted  for  tlieli'  Purity  and  FreKliiiess.  Are 
the  Ideal  feeds  lor  the  trrowlnt'  ehiek,  molllnu.xjr 
laylnK  fowl.    The  utmost  in   Poultry  I''<!«;<1h. 

Senil  for  circular  and  price  list. 
Will.  Orr  &  Sons,  Box  3,  Orr's  Milln,  N.  Y. 


YOUR  TRAP  NESTS 
PREFERRED  TRAPS 

I'ractlcal  poultrymen  are  acluallv  teariiK;  out  their 
old  traps  to  put  in  I'KKKKUKKU  TRAPS, 
because  they  always  work  rluht  and  are  easiest  to 
reset.  More  reasons  for  postal,  or  send  me  H5  cts. 
to-iiiirlit,  and  I'll  send  you  sanipie.  postpaid. 

FRED  T.  WILEY,  CAYUGA.  N.  Y. 

Tracey's  S.  C.  Reds 

Ki«f  winiiiTH  the  past  season  atNew  Yf>rk 
State  Fair  and  Hadistin  Siiu.tre  4iarilen 

Eggs  from  our  First  Prize  Madison 
Square  Garden  Cockerel,  $IO  per 
sitting  balance  of  season. 

(;K<>.  \V.  TIlAt  KV,   Kinderh.iok.  N.  Y. 


BABY  CHICKS 

Kriirii  oui- 
!J0<»  to  ■H>i  Kjie 
stock  i>!iy  hest.  Under 
now.  Make  money; 
Save  money.  Wliite. 
Hutr.  Itarreil  Koeks; 
U  y;in(l<ittes:  Orpiiii;- 
tons;  l.e;;I>oriis:  and 
Iteds.  Kkjts  Ii>  hatcli. 
:in)l    Pedi;;ree  Cock- 

"SIJNNYSIDE  mVi 

liox  liKio.  Hi  lBlcil,  vt. 


Poultry  and  Pigeon  Supplies 

QAWJipC'Q  POULTRY  FEEDS 
OninUL  0  ARE  UNEQUALED 


Fancy  Hirds  for 
tor  Uatehini;  in 


lireedinc  Purposes.  Kj;i;s 
seas<in.    Senil  lor  (;:it:ih>i;. 

C.  T.  SAVAGE, 

67  North  M:irkel  St..  Itoston,  >ras<i. 


PILLING  CAPONS  TOOLS 


will  cn.ible  you  to  cnponize  all  your  young 
cockerels  and  .idd  grcarly  to  your  poultry 
profits.    Simple,  convenient  and  easy  to  use. 

Double  Price— Double  Weight 

On  the  market  capons  rcKularly  bring  jOc  a 
lb.;  roosters  ISc  a  lb.  They  are  cheaper  and 
easier  to  raise,  and  need  much  less  feed  and  care. 

Complete  set  of  reliable,  practical  Pilling  "Easy-to- 
Usc"  Capon  'i'ools,  with  full  illustrated  in-  <f O  Cfl 
structions,   sent  Parcel  l*ost  prepaid    ....  ^^mOU 

CaponlzinR  is  m.t  difficult,  anyone  can  do  it.    You  can  mate 
money  caponiiing  for  others.    Write  today  for  our  free  Capon  Book: 

G.  P.  PILLING  &  SON  CO. 

23H0  AND  Arch  Streets  PHILADELPHIA,  PA 
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NEWS  FROM  EUROPE 

The  Present  Situation 

THI<'.  present  state  of  aflairs  differs  so 
entirely  from  that  with  which  those 
who  are  now  Hving  are  acquainted 
that  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  anyone's 
experience  which  might  be  valuable  to 
poultry  keepers  at  the  present  moment. 
In  1S7U —  the  date  of  the  last  great  Euro- 
pean war  —  fighting  broke  out  between 
France  and  Germany  with  a  suddenness 
almost  equal  to  last  August,  with  the  re- 
sult that  feeding  stuffs  advanced  by  leaps 
and  bounds  until  flour  was  £3  per  sack. 
This  was  due  mainly  to  commercial 
panic,  for  we  were  not  involved  then. 
The  rebound  soon  came;  the  prices 
quickly  fell  to  those  which  had  been 
ranging  previous  to  the  war.  When  war 
broke  out  last  August  the  very  opposite 
was  the  case.  Owing  to  the  immediate 
action  of  the  Government  in  general,  and 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  in  particular, 
the  ri^e  was  very  small  indeed.  Although 
prices  remained  almost  stationary  for  a 
little  time,  they  commenced  to  rise  in 
September;  at  first  slowly,  and  then 
rapidly,  until  at  the  present  moment 
values  are  from  fiO^fc  to  80%  higher  than 
they  were  last  August.  The  curious  thing 
is,  however,  that  there  is  no  reduction 
in  supplies.  Increased  freights,  greater 
risks,  and  the  holding  of  stocks  are  all 
responsible  to  some  extent.  The  profits 
that  some  of  the  corn  merchants  and 
dealers  are  making  are  stupendous,  and 
are  out  of  proportion  to  the  real  values. 
However,  be  that  as  it  may,  the  fact 
which  the  poultry  keeper  has  to  face  is 
that  to  feed  his  fowls  upon  the  same  lines 
as  hereiofore  represents  an  advance  in 
the  annual  cost  of  feeding  a  laying  hen 
of  23. 

The  Fancy  Side 

The  l)reeders  of  fancy  stock  are  in  a 
very  precarious  condition,  both  as  re- 
gards the  present  and  the  future.  The 
slump  which  occurred  in  fancy  breeds  of 
all  varieties  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  has  unhappily  continued,  though  to 
a  lesser  degree  than  was  anticipated  by 
many.  There  is  a  slump,  however,  and 
the  sale  of  stock  birds  for  fancy  purposes 
has  almost  entirely  disappeared.  A  great 
many  of  the  poultry  shows  have  been 
cancelled,  representing  a  serious  loss  to 
those  who  had  made  all  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  exhibiting  thereat ;  and 
what  is  more,  it  is  very  unlikely  indeed 
that  many  of  them  will  ever  restart,  even 
when  the  war  is  over.  To  quite  a  num- 
ber of  small  and  struggling  societies  the 
war  has  aflbrded  a  good  excuse  to  hold 
no  more  shows.  Exporters,  too,  are  badly 
hit.  Their  turn  will  very  likely  come 
when  the  war  is  over  —  though  not  for 
some  time  after  hostilities  have  ceased. 


Model  Poultry  Plant  in  Denmark 

At  the  present  moment  the  export  trade 
is  practically  dead.  Last  week  I  heard 
of  a  man  sending  a  batch  of  forty  fowls 
to  Spain,  and  another  a  batch  of  twenty- 
five  to  New  Zealand,  but  these  are  very 
exceptional.  That  there  will  be  a  big 
demand  from  the  Continent  of  Europe  is 
pretty  certain.  Information  to  hand  is 
to  the  effect  that  Belgium  and  Northeast- 
ern France  are  almost  denuded  of  poultry 
of  all  grades,  and  we  may  assume  that 
such  is  also  the  case  in  Germany  and 
Austria-Hungary,  owing  to  the  scarcity 
and  high  prices  of  feed  and  the  shortage 
of  meal. 

The  Utility  Side 

Nor  is  the  position  of  the  utility  man  a 
great  deal  better.  Fortunately  for  him, 
however,  the  price  he  has  been  realizing 
for  his  eggs  for  some  time  past  has  been 
so  high  that  it  has  more  than  repaid  him 
for  the  increased  price  of  feeding  stuffs. 
Whereas  twelve  months  ago  English  new 
laid  eggs  were  realizing  14s.  per  long 
hundred;  they  are  now  worth  17s.  Irish 
eggs  were  worth  13s. ;  they  are  now  sell- 
ing readily  at  15s.  So  far  as  egg  produc- 
tion is  concerned,  therefore,  the  producer 
has  not  suffered  greatly,  if,  in  fact,  at  all. 
With  table  poultry,  especially  fowls  and 
ducks,  it  is  quite  another  story.  At 
Christmas  geese  and  turkeys  sold  well, 
owing  to  the  entire  stoppage  of  nearly  all 
the  imported  birds.  The  better  grades  of 
chickens  have  been  in  lessened  demand 
since  August  last,  for  people  are  unwilling 
or  unable  to  pay  the  high  prices  asked 
for  them.  The  cheaper  fowls  have  sold 
more  readily,  but  not  at  high  prices. 
Poultry  keepers  who  sell  by  contract  have 
been  most  severely  hit.  In  some  cases, 
the  enhanced  cost  of  feeding  has  com- 
pletely annihilated  all  jiroflts.  Altogether 
the  poultry  keeper  is  having  rather  a  dif- 
ficult time,  and  is  certainly  having  to 
bear  his  share  of  the  burden  of  the  war. 

E.  T.  Brown. 


SEX  DIFFERENCES  IN  NEW 
HATCHED  CHICKS 

I WAS  quite  lial)i)ergasted  to  find  in 
the  licliabh'  for  .June  an  article  on 
telling  the  sex  in  "  day  old  "  chicks, 
which,  after  a  few  introductory  remarks, 
started  out  with  the  statement  that:  "  So 
far  as  we  are  aware,  no  one  had  brought 
up  this  important  question,  to  the  extent 
of  its  being  diHcue.sed  in  the  public  print 
prior  to  the  date,"  and  then  told  of  the 
editor's  receiving  a  letter  from  H.  C. 
l^awry,  formerly  an  instructor  in  poultry 
husbandry  at  Cornell,  and  for  some  years 
manager  of  Yesterlaid  Egg  Farms,  Pacific, 
Mo.,  telling  of  a  customer  of  theirs,  a 
Mrs.  Oscar  Kober,  who  could  distinguisli 


the  sex  of  newly  hatched  Barred  Rocks. 

Mr.  Lawry  says  that  he  had  never  be- 
lieved such  a  thing  possible.  The  editor 
of  J{.  P.  J.  says  he  had  never  given  the 
matter  any  thought,  but  that  after  it  was 
brought  to  his  attention  ' '  we  met  a  well 
known  poultry  judge  of  twelve  to  fifteen 
years  country-wide  experience,  and  asked 
him  if  he  knew  any  method  of  the  kind 
that  was  practical  and  reliable.  He 
looked  at  us  critically,  as  though  to  make 
sure  we  were  not  joshing  him,  and  then 
scoffed  at  the  idea  as  being  one  of  the 
crack-brain  notions  that  now  and  then 
are  sprung  on  a  long  suffering  public.  In 
brief,  he  did  not  believe  that  such  a 
method  was  known  or  ever  would  be." 

But  the  R.  P.  J.  editor  wrote  to  Mrs. 
Kober,  and  also  to  numerous  Barred 
Rock  breeders.  Mrs.  Kober  told  her 
"discovery,"  which  she  had  not  supposed 
was  at  all  remarkable— and  she  was  per- 
fectly right  both  ways.  She  had  simply 
observed  when  watching  her  Barred  Rock 
chicks  that  some  were  lighter  in  color  of 
down  and  had  yellowish  legs,  and  mark- 
ing some  chicks  found  as  they  grew  that 
these  were  the  cockerels  and  the  darker 
chicks  were  the  pullets. 

This  is  so  obvious  a  fact  that  I  had  sup- 
posed everyone  who  ever  grew  Barred 
Rocks,  and  was  at  all  observant  of  chicks, 
found  it  out  at  once.  I  am  surprised  to 
see  the  number  and  the  names  of  Barred 
Rock  breeders  who  didn't  know  it.  Most 
of  the  old  breeders  quoted  had  it  all 
right  —  as  would  be  expected.  In  any 
variety  in  which  there  is  the  general  tend- 
ency for  one  sex  to  run  lighter  than  the 
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other  in  color  when  mature,  the  difier- 
ence  will  show  in  the  down  as  soon  as  the 
chick  is  dry.  There  will  be  a  few  excep- 
tions, but  not  many  under  orninary  con- 
ditions. Mating  a  dark  male  with  lighter 
females  in  Barred  Rocks,  or  vice  versa,  is 
likely  to  break  for  a  time  the  regularity 
of  this  phenomena,  and  so  I  can  suppose 
that  the  system  of  mating  practiced  would 
have  something  to  do  with  regularity  of 
sex  diflerence  in  the  colors  of  the  chicks 
when  hatched. 

The  most  absurd  idea  brought  out  in 
the  Reliable's  symposium  is  the  statement 
of  one  breeder  that  he  had  heard  of  a 
poultryman  who  could  tell  the  sex  by  the 
diflerence  in  the  "  spur"  as  shown  under 
a  strong  magnifying  glass. 


Errors  In  June  Number 

Editor  H.  A.  Nourse  calls  our  atten- 
tion to  an  error  in  the  date  under  the 
pictures  of  the  White  Rock  and  White 
Wyandotte  females  published  side  by  side 
in  the  June  issue.  The  date  given  as 
189(1  should  be  19i.K».  This  error  was  dis- 
covered when  the  papers  came  from  the 
press. 

Another  error  in  same  issue  we  had 
not  noticed  until  Mr.  Nourse  called  our 
attention  to  it.  This  is  the  picture  labeled 
"  Ducks  on  an  English  Farm,"  which  is 
a  flock  of  Pekins  at  Cornell.  The  error 
in  this  case  was  caused  by  a  mixup  of 
electrotypes  on  our  shelves. 

Mr.  Nourse  says:  "It  is  usually  so 
diflScult  to  find  any  errors  in  F.\km- 
PocLTRY  that  I  could  not  resist  writing 
to  you  about  these." 


Artificial  Light  for  Hens 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Felch,  Natick,  3Ias8., 
sends  me  the  record  of  a  pen  of  fifteen 
White  Plymouth  Rock  pullets  belonging 
to  Mr.  Jos.  M.  Whitney,  Stoneham, 
Mass. ,  that  were  furnished  artificial  light 
as  necessary  to  lengthen  the  day  during 
the  winter. 

The  pullets  were  six  months  old  when 
the  record  begins  Dec.  1,  1914,  and  most 
of  them  were  laying  by  the  middle  of  the 
month.  They  were  in  an  S  x  lU  ft.  house 
with  double  boarded  floor  one  foot  from 
the  ground.  The  light  used  was  a  Mazda 
lamp— 15  Watt,  (about  10  candle  power). 
It  was  turned  on  at  5  A.  M.,  when  the 
hens  were  fed;  turned  ofl'  at  daylight; 
turned  on  again  from  0  P.  M.  until  8.30 
P.  M.  The  hens  laid:  December,  224 
eggs;  January,  2SG  eggs;  February,  234 
eggs;  March,  215  eggs;  April,  220  eggs; 
May,  237  eggs;  1,410  eggs  in  182  days  — 
about  8  eggs  average  daily. 


Get  a  Club  of  Five  in  Your 
Neighborhood 

Read  the  announcement  on  page  175, 
and  send  us  in  a  few  new  subscriptions. 


WHITE  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 

Tlwit  hitvc  l>«eii  br*-.!  for  ill  i  lit  y  and  exhibit  ion  excelh  iioe.  They  are  i>ro«tabIe 
DioiliK-ers  ol  e;res  and  meat  ut  hiu-liest  uiiality,  an<l  as  i>ri/e  winners  are  en- 
titled to  rank  witli  I  be  beHt,  winniiit;  at  Boston  this  year  lirsi  and  speciul  on 
pullet.  se<  ond  pen.  lillb  eoekerel.  Siic  li  wiiinintcs  are  not  aec  idental.  but  are 
the  result  ol  stea<ly  <le\ elopiiient  year  after  year.  It  should  pay  you  to  te«t 
the  merits  of  this  stock.    Fiiees  are  reasonable. 


W.  F.  HAYWARD, 


WESTBORO,  MASS. 


YOU  CAN  MAKE  POULTRY  PAY   IF  YOU  FEED  THE  RIGHT  FOODS 

SPRATT'S  CHICK  MEALS  Nos.  5  and  12 

If  f.-.l  a.  i-.ii.lliii,'  I,)  .llifclioiiH.  «1M  pc.Hk-l-  1Im>  pi'i-.Tiilai-'i-  "1  mortality  1"  a  inliiliiuiin,  and  are  more 
easily  illKestt  il  Ihaii  any  <itliiT  foml.   'I'lic  above  should  be  allei  iiali  il  with 

SPRATT'S  CHICGRAIN 

W  liieb  i-  .11  know  led  ted  by  experts  to  be  the  ilest  tir.iiii  I  1  «n  the  market. 

A\  rite  for  s:iiiiples  and  neiKl  1  Oe.  for      roiillr>  Culture." 

SPRATT'S  PATENT  LIMITED, 

Newark,  N.  J.;  San  Kraneiseo;  St.  Louis;  Cleveland;  Montreal;  Boston. 


NEW    CAPONIZING  TOOL 


'HIS  Is  the  instnimfnt  you  havt  brer  looking  for.    Its  simplicity  and  efficiency  amaies  every  one. 
Pistol  (tirm)  grip.       Trigger   (linger)  action,  giving   unobstructed  vltlon.  Perlectly 
auiustcd.  strong,  rapid,  sate,  humane,  and  successful.     Compare  these  advantages  with  other  makel 
restrnbllng   "scitsors"   and  "sheep-iheara."   necessitating  a    "divc-and-erab  '  operation  owing  to 
inKTvention  of  the  hand  and  thumb,  causing  shadows,  obscurity,  uncertainty  and  failure  NO 
matter  how  much  or  how  little  experience  vou  mav  have  had.  or  how  many  failures  you  may  tiave 
made,  with  my  Removers  and  Instructions^improvement_  and 
covering  every    phase  of  Caponizir         '  " 


made,  with  my  Removers  and  Instructions  improvement  and  success  are  certain       .My  iiiusiraieu 
covering  every    phase  of  Caponizing  and  Capons,  including  their  use  for  rearing  chicks,  are  sent  hKtfc  witn 
either  complete  or  partial  sets.      If  ordered  alone,  10c  in  stamps     Complete  set  of  caponizing  Instruments  H-ou- 
Removers  alone  H  00     Order  direct  from  this  ad      Money  back  If  not  satisfactory     Address  all  inqulnM  »na 

,-nmm,.ni™tlnm  In  m»  at    HmH    Ofifire  AimllOn  Idit  pjpCT, 

Head  Office:  Ottawa.  Canada. 


communicatlono  to  me  at  Head  O0ice. 
American  Office:  Oadenabui4,  N,Y. 


S.    K.  BUROIN 


1915 
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House  and  Run  for  Pheasants 


ROSEWORTHY,  AUSTRALIA, 
LAYING  COMPETITION 
DISCONTINUED 

UNDER  the  heading,  "Exit  Poultry 
Competitions,"  the  Australian  Hen, 
May  oth,  publishes  the  following 
contribution  from  its  representative  in 
South  Australia: 

"  The  drought  which  has,  perhaps,  af- 
fected South  Australia  more  seriously  than 
any  other  part  of  the  Commonwealth, 
has  caused  a  halt  to  be  calleti  as  regards 
the  egg  laying  competitions  in  this  state, 
and  when  the  late  Government  put  a 
veto  on  the  holding  of  a  competition, 
which  would  have  commenced  under 
ordinary  circumstances  on  April  1st,  no 
great  surprise  was  expressed  by  poultry 
breeders,  although  regret  was  general,  as 
it  was  hoped  the  Covernment,  after  hav- 
ing boomed  the  poultry  breeding  industry 
to  the  degree  they  have,  would  have 
carried  out  their  part  even  to  the  last 
"ditch."  Whether  the  poultry  expert  is 
in  favor  of  the  discontinuance  of  these 
competitions  I  am  not  aware,  but  from  a 
poultry  breeder's  point  of  view  it  hardly 
seems  the  correct  thing  for  the  dropping 
of  the  competitions  just  at  a  time  when 
they  are  most  needed  as  a  guide  to  the 
amateur  to  prove  that  poultry  raising 
pays  when  the  prices  of  food  stuffs  are 
high.  It  is  not  a  hard  task  to  make 
ordinary  poultry  keeping  pay  when  bran 
and  pollard  is  being  sold  at  lOd.  and  Is. 
per  bushel,  and  wheat  at  .'?s.  Gd.  to  4s., 
but  when  the  prices  are:  Wheat,  Ss.  Gd. ; 
pollard,  '2a.  7d. ;  bran,  28.  5d.  per  bushel 
by  the  bag,  then  is  the  time  to  prove  the 
contention  that  even  with  high  priced 
foodstuH's  the  "layers"  pay.  By  i)roving 
this — and  it  has  been  stated  in  the  local 
press  so  often  —  the  (iovernment  would 
have  proved  through  their  poultry  expert 
the  proof  of  the  contention  that  there  is 
as  much  profit  to  be  made  out  of  breeding 
poultry  as  there  is  in  keeping  cows. 

"However,  the  seal  has  been  put  on 
this  year's  competition,  and  it  is  hoped 
Mr.  Laurie  will  not  let  matters  become 
dormant,  but  will  iiersistently  persevere 
so  aa  to  get  the  (iovernment  to  sanc- 
tion the  holding  of  a  com|)etition  in 
1910.  This  is  essential,  in  view  of  what 
the  poultry  expert  has  been  preaching 
throughout  the  country:  That  keeping, 
breeding,  and  rearing  poultry  is  a  profit- 
able venture,  and  on  much  of  the  advice 
he  has  given,  many  have  been  induced  to 
take  up  the  poultry  industry,  and  already 
some  have  regretted  it  to  their  sorrow. 

"Another  point  which  may  have 
weighed  with  the  (iovernment  in  their 
decision  to  discontinue  the  competition 
this  year,  was  the  adion  of  the  CJeneral 
Purpose  Poultry  Society  at  a  general 
meeting  of  that  body.  At  the  congress 
it  was  pointed  out  the  society,  in  llil4, 
made  a  block  entry  for  all  the  available 
pens  in  the  general  purpose  section  of  the 
egg  laying  section,  and,  in  addition,  con- 
ducted a  series  of  contests  at  the  March 
Royal  and  the  Poultry  and  Kennel  Club 
and  the  September  Royal  shows,  all  the 
members  having  to  compete  in  all  the 
sections  to  be  eligible  for  the  society's 
prizes.    The  display  made  by  the  mem- 


bers was  certainly  the  special  features  of 
these  shows.  In  addition  to  this,  during 
the  past  twelve  months  the  society  has 
done  much  good  in  holding  lectures  and 
imparting  information  of  the  poultry  in- 
dustry in  general,  and  the  members  felt 
that  they  were  being  unfairly  treated  by 
the  OJovernment  in  making  their  section 
open  to  the  world,  thereby,  in  a  sense, 
debarring  them  from  competing  in  a  sec- 
tion of  their  own  scheme.  ( )n  these 
grounds,  the  society  decided  not  to  enter 
for  tlie  competition,  but  an  opinion  was 
expressed  that  in  the  future  competitions 
the  Government  would  meet  them  in  a 
more  generous  spirit.  This  in  itself  meant 
a  big  loss  of  interest  in  the  section,  as 
was  remarked  before;  may,  coupled  with 
the  high  prices  of  foodstufls,  have  had 
something  to  do  with  the  decision  to  not 
hold  a  competition  this  year. 

Qeneral  Purpose  Society 

"  The  progressive  body  is  doing  a  great 
good  among  poultry  breeders,  both  ama- 
teurs and  others,  by  the  holding  of  inter- 
esting lectures  monthly  and  taking  its 
place  at  the  various  big  exhibitions.  The 
committee  are  formulating  a  scheme  for 
the  society  to  be  represented  at  the  Poul- 
try and  Kennel  Club  and  the  Royal  Agri- 
cultural and  Horticultural  Society  shows 
in  July  and  September.  The  details  of 
the  scheme  are  anxiously  awaited  by 
those  interested  in  poultry  matters  in  this 
state. 

"The  decision  of  the  Royal  Agricul- 
tural and  Horticultural  Society  to  elimin- 
ate the  poultry  section  of  their  autumn 
( 11*15)  show  came  somewhat  as  a  surprise 
to  many,  allied  with  the  wholesale  selling 
of  poultry  of  all  descriptions,  partly 
caused  through  the  high  prices  of  food- 
stufifs,  and  the  fact  that  many  breed  g 
would  not  enter  their  birds  for  the 


tumn  show  on  account  of  its  close  prox- 
imity to  the  laying  season,  the  announce- 
ment was  not  to  he  wondered  at.  Theti, 
again,  the  fact  of  the  building  of  new 
show  grounds  at  Wayville  may  have  had 
something  to  do  with  it  also,  but  those 
who  had  the  sto(;ksand  would  iiave  shown, 
regret  the  step  and  consider  it  an  unwise 
one.  However,  one  good  thing  it  should 
do,  it  will  give  breeders  a  chance  to  pre- 
pare for  the  .Inly  and  Septend)er  ex- 
liibitions." 


Tlii.s  is  particularly  interesting  to  me 
because  two  years  ago  when  it  was  an- 
nounced that  the  two  laying  competitions 
conducted  by  the  government  of  South 
Australia  were  to  be  consolidated,  I  pre- 
dicted that  a  consolidation  of  laying  cohi- 
pelitions  was  a  step  toward  their  ending. 
At  the  time  that  consolidation  was  made, 
and  the  competition  transferred  to  a  place 
more  accessible  to  visitors,  plans  were 
made  on  a  most  elaborate  scale  for  an 
experimental  plant  which  would  also  be 
an  instruction  plant,  and  the  expenses  of 
which  were  to  be  met  by  keeping  "  some 
thousands"  of  hens  producing  eggs  for 
market.  Upon  the  announcement  of  this 
utterly  impractical  plan  luatfirrcd  Li/,', 
(  England )  said  :  ' '  The  scheme  is  at  once 
ambitious  and  business-like,  and  under 
the  able  direction  of  such  an  experienced 
man  as  Mr.  I).  F.  Laurie,  the  (iovern- 
ment expert,  good  work  and  interesting 
developments  may  be  hoped  for.  We  fail 
to  lind  in  it  any  justification  for  the  pessi- 
mistic prognostications  of  our  American 
friend,  Editor  .John  Ivobinson." 

The  editor  of  FcaUiend  Life  may  not 
yet  be  able  to  see  the  case  plainly,  but 
what  I  predicted  has  happened.  Nor  does 
there  seem  to  me  to  be  ocrcasion  now  to 
go  into  any  extended  analysis  of  matters 
relating  to  laying  competitions.  They 
were  never  justified  on  the  basis  on  which 
they  were  carried  out.  As  to  the  need  of 
continuing  them  to  demonstrate  the  prof- 
itableness of  poultry  keeping  upon  which 
so  mucli  stress  is  laid  in  the  above  re- 
print, there  has  never  been  a  single  in- 
stance, so  far  as  I  am  aware,  where  a  lay- 
ing competition  report  has  shown  actual 
costs  of  production,  or  even  attempted 
to  give  an  estimate  of  the  labor  cost  of 
the  eggs  produced. 

That  l)eing  the  case,  no  one  outside  can 
form  any  trustworthy  estimate  of  labor 
costs,  but  I  do  not  think  any  practical 
poultryman  who  has  made  himself  fa- 
miliar with  methods  at  laying  compe- 
titions imagines  for  a  minute  that,  even 
with  as  high  production  obtained  as  is 
reported,  a  man  would  make  a  very  good 
living  producing  eggs  by  such  methods. 
In  fa<tt,  no  practical  jioultryman  would 
ever  think  of  keeping  hens  for  com- 
mercial egg  production  as  they  have  been 
and  are  kept  in  laying  competitions. 


ducks  a  year,  almost  all  of  which  they 
sell  from  the  door  of  their  home  to  cus- 
tomers who  take  them  away  in  their 
automobiles.  On  this  business  they  are 
said  to  be  making  $2,000  a  year. 

To  sell  30,(100,  or  any  considerable  part 
of  30,000  ducks  "  at  the  door  "  means  an 
average  of  about  200  ducks  a  day  six  days 
in  the  week  for  six  months  of  the  year. 
The  (!ompensation  for  their  work  is  at  the 
rate  of  eight  cents  a  duck.  If  corredly 
reported,  their  methoiis  are  in  some  re- 
spects very  "ditlerent"  from  those  of 
most  practical  duck  growers.  Kor  in- 
stance, it  is  stated  that  "  the  ducks,  until 
they  attain  their  length,  are  fed  a  mix- 
ture of  middlings,  bran  and  sand  wet  by 
an  automati(r  sprinkler.  When  they  have 
readied  their  length,  corn  meal  is  added 
to  the  middlings  and  bran  for  fattening." 

Most  duck  growers  feed  a  great  deal  of 
corn  meal  from  the  start. 

Don't  Feed  Green  Food! 

Do  away  with  the  bother  by  using 

ucculenta  Tablets 

n<J  chcfiner  and  more  relished 
<»ne  tubU-t  in  one  nuart  drink- 


.,   nr.-  l„.ttcr  I 
by  all  fowl.    .Simplv  iIishoIvi 

MlK  water  f.ir  fuwi.  Snmi.lv  ran  (100  Urge  (lll,r.lsl  I.J  mall 
fiOr.  (  an  o( -J.'iO  larnc  (iilili  l,  hj  mall  *I.OO.  YOUR  MONEV 
BACK  IF  NOT  SATISFIED.  Drop  poatal  for  particulars  to 
The  Suceulsnta  Co.,  P.  O.  Box406-lS,  Newark,  N.  J. 


A  Wonderful  Duck  Farm 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Cmmlry  flerdlenia n 
has  a  story  of  a  duck  farm  belonging  t,o 
two  city  women,  tjuite  ignorant  at  the 
start  of  country  and  poultry  mattej-g 
who  are  now  saiti  to  be  growing  30,q^)(j 


Poultry  House  Used  at  the  Miaaiasippi  Agricultural  College 


Our  Book  List 


Poultry-Craft,  By  John  H.  Robinson 

For  fifteen  years  this  book  has  been  the  standard 
popular  general  work  on  poultry  keeplni;  In  Amer- 
ica: 272  pages;  nearly  IIKI  illuHtratlons.  I'rlce  post- 
paid, ll.r>il. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Poultry 
Culture.  By  John  H.  Robinson. 

A  text  book  for  students  at  agricultural  colleges 
ami  an  encyclopedia  of  inforniatioii  for  piactical 
|)oultry  kccpci's:  (i27  pages;  5(i»i  illustrations,  i'rlce 
postpal<l,  $2.5(1. 

Our  Domestic  Birds.    By  John  H 
Robinson. 

A  school  text  book  for  boys  and  girls,  treating 
all  kinds  of  poultry,  pigeons,  and  canaries;  :i27 
pages;  2;iC  illustrations.    Price  postpaid,  tl.;i.5. 

Common-Sense    Poultry  Doctor, 

By  John  H.  Robinson. 

Covers  everything  relating  to  poultry  diseases  In 
non  technical  language  for  practical  poultry  keep- 
ers; 17t;  pages:  paper  covers.  Price  postpaid,  50 
cents. 

Broilers  and  Roasters.  By  John  H. 
Robinson. 

A  concise  treatment  on  these  two  market  poultry 
specialties:  Wi  pages;  20  illustrations;  paper  covers. 
Price,  2.5  cents. 

Winter  Eggs.  By  John  H.  Robinson. 

A  handy  monograph  on  an  all  important  subject 
48  pages:  paper  cover.   Price  15  cents. 

A  Living  from  Poultry.  By  M.  K. 

Boyer. 

An  answer  to  the  question,  "Is  there  a  living  in 
poultry?"  4(1  pages;  paper  cover.  Always  sold  at 
25  cents.    Closing  out  price,  15  cents. 

The  Leghorns.  Edited  by  J.  H.  Drev- 
enstedt. 

Illustrated  with  color  plates  by  .Sewell;  14U  pages: 
9  X  12;  paper  covers-   Price  postpaid,  $1.1)0. 

The  Plymouth  Rocks.    Edited  by 
W.  C.  Denny  and  J.  H.  Drevenstedt. 

Three  color  plates  by  Sewell,  144  pages,  9  x  12, 
profusely  Illustrated:  paper  covers.  Price,  post- 
paiil,  tl.(l(). 

The  Rhode  Island  Reds.  Edited  by 
D.  E.  Hale. 

Color  plate  nf  feathers  by  Sewell;  88  pages,  9  x  12, 
Illustrated;  paper  covers.    Postpaid.  75  cents. 

The  Wyandottes.   Edited  by  J.  H. 
Drevenstedt. 

Three  color  plates  by  Sewell;  160  pages.  9  x  12;  il- 
lustrated: paper  covers.    Price  post|)ald,  $1.00.  • 

The    Orpingtons.    Edited  by  J.  H. 
Drevenstedt 

80  pages,  9x  12,  illustrated;  paper  covers.  Price 
postpaid,  75  cents. 

The  Asiatics. 

Color  plates  of  Buff  and  Partridge  Cochins  by 
Sewell:  9G  pages;  Illustrated;  paper  cover.  Price 
postpaid,  SO  cents. 

The  Bantam  Fowl,  By  T.  F.  McGrew. 

70  imgcs,  illustrated.    Price  postpaid,  ."lO  cents. 
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feed.  The  year  previous  Misa  Fell,  who 
is  fourteen  years  old,  won  the  state  cham- 
pion prize  in  growing  corn,  but  she  con- 
siders that  "child's  play"  to  raising  tur- 
keys. In  telling  of  her  experience  she 
said : 

"  I  had  three  hens  come  ofl'  May  1st 
with  40  turkeys.  Tutting  each  one  in  a 
separate  house,  I  kept  them  there  for 
three  days.  After  that  I  would  let  them 
out  every  morning  after  the  liew  would 
go  oH,  keeping  the  house  well  cleaned 
and  whitewashed.  There  is  nothing  so 
hard  as  trailing  them  through  wet  grass. 
In  the  evening  I  brought  them  home, 
gave  them  a  good  feed,  and  shut  them 
up. 

"One  of  the  worst  enemies  to  little 
turkeys  is  too  much  feed.  In  the  morn- 
ing they  should  have  a  small  feed  and  at 
night  when  their  crops  are  full  they  can 
have  about  all  they  can  pick  up. 

"Tlie  rest  of  the  turkeys  I  treated  the 
same  way.  As  they  grew  older,  along 
toward  fall,  they  would  Hock  together 
and  keep  taking  a  longer  range  every  day 
until  they  went  all  over  our  farm. 

"On  Thanksgiving  we  killed  and 
dressed  12,  packed  them  nicely  in  bas- 
kets, and  shipped  them  to  New  York 
City  and  Youngstown,  O.  I  received  ,32 
cents  a  pound.  I  kept  some  of  the  best 
birds  to  sell  as  breeders,  and  the  balance 
were  sold  for  Christmas.  I  had  100 
hatch  and  raised  67.  In  raising  the  07 
turkeys  I  can  guarantee  I  walked  l(i7 
miles.  It  cost  me  to  raise  these  turkeys 
for  feed  and  the  money  I  received 
for  those  sold  came  to  $110.  With  nine 
turkeys  more  than  I  started  with,  worth 
$3o,  it  leaves  me  a  balance  of  §114. — Furm 
and  Home. 


Turkeys  in  Woods  in  Winter  at  Valley  Farm,  Simsbury,  Conn. 


TURKEY  GROWING  IN  NEW 
ENGLAND 

THE  Extension  Service  of  the  Rhode 
Island  State  College,  Kingston,  R. 
I.,  has  issued  a  bulletin  on  "The 
Rearing  of  Turkeys,  With  Special  Refer- 
ence to  the  Blackhead  Disease,"  in  which 
the  )X)sition  is  taken  that  it  is  generally 
practically  impossible  to  avoid  exposing 
the  birds  to  infection  of  this  disease.  It 
is  declared  that:  "Even  the  most  elabor- 
ate precautions  against  infection 
which  tlie  average  poultryman 
can  undertake  do  not  sutlice  to 
prevent  the  advent  of  the  para- 
sites and  their  ingestion  by 
growing  pullets.  The  probabil- 
ity of  infection  must  be  ac- 
cepted, and  the  causative  agents 
must  be  combatted  on  the  inside 
of  the  bird.'^  rather  than  in  the 
poultry  yard.  This  does  not 
mean  that  fresh  ranges  are  not 
desiral>le.  They  certainly  are, 
hut  they  are  not  so  highly  im- 
portant a  factor  in  keeping  a 
tlock  of  turkeys  free  from  black- 
head as  lia.s  sometimes  been 
assumed." 

Then  it  is  pointed  out  "  that 
the  al)0ve  remarks  relate  to  the 
rearing  of  turkeys  in  yards  and 
pens,  or  on  a  very  limited  range 
(:>()  to  r)i(  s<iuare  feet  per  bird); 
this  is  essentially  in  conline- 
ment,  and  such  '  conlinement ' 
is  often  reported  to  be  one  of 
the  'causes'  of  blackhead.  It  is 
))robably  safe  to  say  such  confinement 
favors  the  disease  only  in  so  far  as  it  tends 
to  multiply  the  predisposing  factors.  It 
now  seems  probable  that  although  the 
parasites  cannot  be  avoided,  the  predis- 
posing causes  may  be  reduced,  or  per- 
iiaps  eliminated,  l)y  r(>sort  to  approve<l 
methods  of  feeding  and  |)('rlui])S  to  other 
measures  in  intestinal  llicraiieutics  yet  to 
be  discovered." 

But  who  wants  to  grow  turkeys  under 
such  conditions?  Imagine  —  range  (?) — 
:10  to  "in square  feet  per  i)ird  I  That  wouUl 
be  'H)  to  :>n  turkeys  in  a  yard  "id  x  ")0,  or 
10  X  100,  which  is  fromsoo  to  I'iOO  tur- 
keys to  the  acre.  There  must  be  an  error 
here.  J'erhajis  for  sipiare  feet  we  shoulil 
read  stpiare  yards,  but  even  that  would 
give  very  limited  range  conditions  for 
turkeys. 

Turkey  growing  under  such  conditions 
is  not  "  practical  "  and  cannot  be  made 
profitable.  It  will  pay  only  where  the 
turkeys  can  have  a  range  that  will  pro- 


vide a  large  part  of  their  food,  and  unless 
a  locality  is  quite  free  from  natural 
enemies  of  the  turkeys,  someone  must 
watch  the  birds  almost  constantly,  or  the 
losses  will  be  heavy.  The  Pennsylvania 
girl  who  tells  in  the  clipping  from  Fann 
and  Home  how  she  raised  67  turkeys  and 
made  a  profit  of  si  14  over  cost  of  feed, 
says  that  she  will  guarantee  that  in  rais- 
ing them  she  walked  167  miles.  Prob- 
ably she  could  double  that  and  still  be  on 
the  safe  side.  While  I  never  had  (or 
wanted  it)  as  my  job  to  watch  turkeys, 
I  had  an  uncle  who  used  to  raise  a  large 


Precocious  Poultry  Authorities 

Says  a  contributor  to  an  exchange:  "I 
have  read  poultry,  studied  poultry,  talked 
poultry,  and  dreamed  poultry  for  about 
two  years,  and  have  taken  in  considera- 
tion absolutely  everything  in  connection 
with  the  poultry  line.  I  have  watched 
the  market  reports  from  the  leading  mar- 
kets; the  reports  from  various  state  and 
international  laying  contests,  the  cost, 
and  everything  from  the  largest  to  the 
smallest,  and  I  know  what  I  am  going 
to  tell.  I  myself  now  am  just  beginning 
in  the  poultry  world,  and  I  expect  to  en- 
large tremendously,  and  if  I  did  not  have 
a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  possibilities 
I  would  not  be  beginning." 

This  man  is  in  a  class  with  one  who, 
after  doing  a  little  reading  on  his  own 


Family  of  White  Turkeys  on  the  Farm  cf  Horace  Miner,  Westerly,  F.  I. 

Mr.  Minor"-;  fiirm  is  a  lart'c  one,  and  his  turkeys  rant'c  freely  without  tres|)a»sliiK  on  neltflibors. 


Hock  every  year,  and  I've  traveled  many 
a  mile  after  them  on  hot  days  with  one 
or  otlier  of  my  cousins  who  liad  to  take 
turns  watching  the  turkeys. 

Turkey  growing  in  IMiode  Island,  and 
generally  through  New  Ivigland,  dcciiiied 
because  i)eople  could  emi)loy  their  time 
better  doing  sometliing  else,  eitiier  at 
home  or  away  from  home.  Where  there 
are  good  si/.ed  farms,  and  oi^portunities 
for  work  are  not  abundant,  turkey  grow- 
ing may  flourish  to  some  extent,  as  in 
Vermont  and  Northern  Xew  "N'ork.  bui 
almost  everywhere  in  the  lOast  ihesaim- 
amount  of  work  at  any  other  kind  of 
poultry  culture  will  pay  mucii  better. 


account,  came  to  me  a  few  years  ago  for 
assistance  in  mapping  out  a  course  of 
reading  that  would  qualify  him  to  write 
in  poultry  matters,  lie  <lid  not  care  to 
keep  poultry,  but  wanted  to  write  for 
compensation.  lie  gravely  informed  me 
that  he  thought  a  man  of  his  mental 
equipment  ami  training  could  easily  read 


quickly  overcomes  di- 
pc-.ti\  e  troiil,lcs.    Mix  it  in  their 
d.  inUin  ^  \\  ;;t  r  and  watch  your 
sick  Li.  Js  ljri.;htcn  up.  25c.&50c. 

Also  nseCnnkey'f  Head  Lice  Oiot- 
ment,  Lice  Powder  and  Lice  Liquid 
I'egul&rly  and  drive  out  these  pests. 

Send  4  cents  in  st.-imps  fur 
••C.ailiey's  I'uultry  Ductur." 

THE  G.  E.  CONKEY  CO. 
l\j.ii>  CoiiKc)  i;i<l.:.,  i.I..VM>.  «> 


SAND'S 

S.  C.  White  Leghorns. 

Orders  for  IMillels  for  F;»ll   Delivery  Ac- 

••ei)tecl  MiMV  .'it  to  $18  per  clo/eii 

Splendid   st.'iiul.-M'd  utility  Kiniin.     All   pens  were 

ni:ited  with  inak>s  from  liltfh  producitit;  danw 
COCKS  OK  COCKEKKI.S  F<>K  SALK  NOW 
All  chicks  hatched  from  my  own  strain  of  breetlers 
LKIlOY  K.  SAN  OS  POIH.TKY  FA  KM. 
Ha»  ley,  Wayne  Co.,  Fa. 


I  WANT  THE  NAME  OF  EVERY 

WYANDOTTE  BREEDER 

Send  no  Money  ^'o^^n^r 

J.  E.  VAN  DUZEEJr., 
Carrier  50  ST.  PAUL,  MINX. 


np  in  a  year  so  that  he  could  write  in- 
structively and  acceptably  on  any  poul- 
try topic. 

I  told  him  that  I  preferred  not  to  incur 
any  responsiljility  for  fitting  him  to  carry 
out  his  idea.  Occasionally  I  see  a  piece 
from  him  in  a  poultry  or  agricultural 
paper,  but  I  don't  think  he  has  found 
writing  on  poultry  very  profitable. 

The  excuse  for  these  writers  is  that  they 
find  editors  to  take  their  stufl.  The  arti- 
cle from  which  I  have  quoted  is  made  the 
leading  article  in  Poidlnj  Sui-irs.f,  the 
editor  of  which  remarked  a  few  months 
ago,  when  discussing  something  I  said 
about  editorials  on  general  subjet'ts  in 
poultry  papers,  that  it  would  be  very 
easy  to  get  good  material  of  that  kind.  I 
should  infer  from  the  important  use  made 
of  an  article  by  a  man  who  did  not  claim 
to  have  h'ept  poultry,  yet  in  talking, 
dreaming,  etc.,  had  considered  every- 
thing relating  to  it,  that  he  either  found 
it  hard  to  get  poultry  articles,  or  preferred 
to  have  poultry  articles  from  people  with 
no  special  knowledge  of  the  subject. 


2354  Eggs  from  lO _Hen8 

'^That's  what  Director  Tom 
Quisenberry  docs  at  tho  Mis- 
souri State  Experimi-Mit  Sta- 
tion. You  may  not  do  that 
well  but 
Leurn  How  to  Succeed 
Take  a  course  in  "The  Quisen- 
l)erry  Way."    $1.00  starts  you. 
Writi-  forthc  free  book.  Adfire.'is 
The  American  School  of 
Poultry  Husbandry,     Poi  H  69  .  Mounla 


POULTRY  RAISING 
ORANGEGROWING 

Oranue  uroves  after  three  years  pay  from  tllili.iKt 
to  K>l«i  ail  acre.  The  heKt  oraiice  land  Ih  Id  South 
erii  .MisslHHlppl.  the  hoiin'  of  the  Salsuma  oranee. 
You  can  huv  hero  attiH  to  *.W  nn  acre,  on  easy  lermx. 

Till'  heKt  conditions  for  poultry  raldnu  of  any 
Hecllon  I  have  ever  Been,  anil  'iS  years  of  hreeillnir. 
iuilKlne.  and  exhilillinc  |>oultry  hIioiiUI  put  me  In  ii 
po,.|tlon  l<>  know.  I  know  of  ilozens  of  1(1  ami  '.'(> 
acre  tract-*  that  are  riu'lit.  Write  me  for  liookli't  on 
(his  mailer. 

T.REID  PARRI8H.  GULFPORT.  MISS. 

ll'  oriiierly   of  N.-isli  \  i I le.  Ten M . ) 


Much  Work  to  Raise  Turkeys 

With  ton  hens  and  a  gobbler — all  pure 
bred  Bronze — to  start  with  last  spring. 
Aleen  Fell,  of  Mercer  County.  Pa.,  raised 
G7  and  made  a  profit  of  S114  over  cost  of 


4  i n -1  Poultry.Houser^ 

■    A  cornerlcs.s.  sanitary,  cozy,  portable  and  durably  built  struc- 
ture. Has  open-air  front  and  removable,  adjustable  floor.  Can 
he  quickly  converted  linto  Breedinf;  Pen.  Brooder,  Coloiry  or 
Laying  House.  Its  fe^lure.s  double  available  floor  space.  A  flood 
of  light  and  sunshine.  No  dark  corners  to  harbor  diseasc- 
hrctdine  liilh.  .CoV),  heat.  Iicc  and  rodcni-proof.  Makes  hcallhy.  vie- 
orous  and  contcnliid  poultry-    Cheaper  and  better  than  any  home-built 
i*"^        colony  house.  Will  last  a  lifetime    .Made  of  same  thick  tonpied  and 
grooved  stock  "as  0'<r  (amous  silos    Shipped  knocked  down  Quickly 
erected  with  hammer  and  wrench.   Send  lor  illustraicd  liieramre  and 
price  list  ,      UNADILLA  SILO  CO?.  Un.diUa.  N  Y. 
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Poultry  Plant  at  the  Holmesville  Ontario  Experiment  Station 


WHAT  IS  A  FRESH  EGG? 

it  J  TNCM.K  MIKK"  Boyer,  replying 
1)  in  the  May  issvieof  the  American 
Poiillry  Adrorate  to  my  coin- 
inents  upon  a  re(!ent  article  of  his  entitled, 
"Don't  Sell  Water  (ilass  Kggs,"  finds  it 
necessary  first  to  shift  his  position  a  little 
and  say  that  what  he  condemns  is  not  the 
selling;  of  preserved  eggs,  but  selling  them 
as  fresh. 

I  will  have  to  disagree  with  Mr.  Boyer 
as  to  that  l)eing  the  position  taken  in  his 
article  that  I  criticised.  What  he  in- 
tended to  say  in  that  article  is  of  course 
known  only  to  himself.  Mr.  Boyer's 
statements  are  often  ambiguous.  For  in- 
stance, in  this  last  article  he  says :  — 
"Water  glass,  nor  anything  else,  will  pre- 
vent the  eggs  from  staling.  Age  and  con- 
ditions do  that." 

Similar  examples  might  be  produced 
quite  extensively  from  this  one  article, 
but  the  only  point  it  seems  worth  while 
to  take  up  is  Mr.  Boyer's  attitude  in  re- 
gard to  what  constitutes  a  fresh  egg,  and 
as  to  the  possibility  of  distinguishing  the 
fresh  egg  from  the  near-fresh. 

Quoting  my  statement:  "  Some  eggs 
are  not  fresh  after  they  are  twelve  hours, 
or  even  less,  old ;  and  some  are  fresh 
when  they  are  weeks,  or  even  months, 
old,"  Mr.  Boyer  says:  "To  the  man 
who  never  had  the  pleasure  of  eating  a 
really  fresh  egg,  those  storage  eggs  might 
taste  'excellent.'  Some  appetites  are  de- 
praved." Mr.  Boyer  continues:  "Iliad 
to  read  that  paragraph  several  times  be- 
fore I  (;ould  believe  my  own  eyes.  If  our 
learned  scribe  will  refer  to  Webster  he 
will  learn  that  'fresh'  means  'new,  re- 
cently grown,  recently  made  or  obtained, 
nor  impaired  by  time,  sweet,  not  stale.' 

"Are  preserved  eggs  'new?'  Have 
they  been  '  recently  grown,'  or  made  or 
obtained?  Has  not  time  impaired  them? 
Are  they  still  sweet  and  not  stale? 

"  Mr.  liobinson  says  some  eggs  are  not 
fresh  after  they  are  twelve  hours  old. 
Yes,  we  can  stale  a  new  laid  egg  very 
(jnickly  l)y  exposing  it  to  heat.  'And 
some  are  fresh  when  they  are  weeks  and 
even  months  old.'  Did  Mr.  Robinson 
mean  to  say  '  fresh? '  Was  not  the  word 
'  good'  in  his  mind?  How  can  an  egg  a 
month  old  be  fresh?  By  proper  handling 
it  can  remain  in  good  condition,  but  not 
in  a  fresh  condition.  That  word  fresh 
•stands  for  only  a  limited  time — three 
days  should  be  the  rule." 

Referring  in  the  April  loth  issue  to 
J.  H.  Drevenstedt's  suggestion  of  the  sub- 
stitution of  tiieword  "good"  for  "fresh," 
I  stated  that  the  l)e8t  word  to  use  to  de- 
scribe what  Mr.  fioyer  insists  is  the  only 
"fresh"  egg,  is  "new-laid."  Kven  that 
does  not  completely  fill  the  bill,  nor  does 
the  8tii)ulation  of  three  days  as  the  limit 
of  time  in  which  an  egg  can  be  considered 
fresh.  (He  bad  himself  just  admitte<l 
that  the  egg  might  bet;ome  stale  in  less 
than  one  day).  If  we  want  to  cover  all 
the  conditions  we  must  use  such  descrip- 
tions as  "strictly  fresh,  new-laid." 

If  I  wanted  to  take  the  definitions  of 
"fresh"  in  Webster's  Dictionary  and 
apply  them  to  this  subject  and  to  Mr. 
Boyer's  statements,  I  could  make  an  es- 
say several  pages  long  filled  with  Web- 
Bterian  authority  for  almost  any  idea  any- 


one could  think  of  relating  to  freshness. 
A  dictionary  does  notfnow-a-days)  under- 
take to  limit  the  use  of  words  to  certain 
specific  and  exclusive  meanings.  It  sim- 
j)ly  gives  all  the  common  uses  of  the  word 
that  can  pass  as  at  all  correct.  The  New 
Webster  goes  beyond  this  and  gives  about 
every  use  of  words. 

In  the  definition  of  "fresh,"  the  New 
Webster  gives  as  the  first  meaning 
"Newly  produced,  gathered  or  made; 
hence  not  subjected  to  long  storage  or  not 
kept  by  some  method  of  preservation, 
etc."  Then  a  little  farther  on  it  gives  as 
another  use  of  the  word:  "Having  its 
original  qualities  unimpaired.  *  *  *  Not 
stale,  sour,  decayed,  or  the  like;  as,  meat 
is  kept  fra^h  by  refrigeration." 

Mr.  Boyer  seems  to  argue  that  if  the 
dictionary  defines  a  fresh  egg  or  otlier 


AVhen  one  is  selling  eggs  to  a  particular 
trade  it  is  for  his  benefit  to  get  the  eggs 
into  the  other  parlies'  hands  as  (juickly 
as  possible,  and  it  is  a  good  advertising 
point  to  be  able  to  say  that  you  dispose 
of  all  eggs  within  a  given  brief  time,  be- 
cause that  goes  far  to  relieve  you  of  sus- 
picion in  case  eggs  from  your  llock  should 
happen  not  to  be  perfectly  good  when 
used.  But  it  is  quite  possible  for  an  egg 
that  is  weeks  or  even  months  old  to  be 
good  and  sweet  enough  to  deceive  the 
most  cock-sure  self-appointed  expert  egg- 
taster. 

I  bought  some  cold  storage  eggs  last 
winter  that  were  equal  to  froi/i.  I  also 
bought  some  that  were  unmistakably  not 
fresh,  though  (juite  palatable,  and  some 
that  were  decidedly  unpalatable. 

I  would  not  put  myself  in  the  ridiculous 


View  on  M.  K.  Boyer's  Place,  Hammonton,  N.  J. 


article  as  one  "not  impaired  by  time," 
that  means  that  regardless  of  other  factors 
lime  impairs  the  article.  But  the  plain 
meaning  ifc  that  until  time,  in  spite  of 
preservative  methods  of  whatever  char- 
atrter,  has  impaired  an  article  so  that  it  is 
unmistakably  deteriorated  it  may  properly 
be  described  as  a  fresh  egg- — according 
to  the  dictionary  to  which  Mr.  Boyer 
appeals. 

5lr.  Boyer  says  he  believes  water  glass 
is  the  best  egg  preservation  known  and 
that  "  The  eggs  remain  good,  but  there  is 
not  that  sweetness  to  tliem  (when  eaten 
soft  boiled)  as  is  found  in  eggs  not  over 
three  days  ol(J.  Yet  they  are  good  for 
general  cooking,  omelets,  and  fried.  *  *  • 
In  conclusion,  he  remarks:  ''  I  am  sorry 
that  Mr.  Robinson  does  not  know  a  fresh 
egg  when  he  sees  it." 

That  "guf!"  about  the  delicate  flavor 
of  the  strictly  fresh  new-laid  egg  always 
amuses  me  as  it  does  everyone  that  has 
handled  eggs  enough  to  know  bow  slow 
efl'ect  lime  has  on  eggs  when  kept  under 
conditions  which  retard  deterioration. 


position  of  saying  I  could  tell  a  "  fresh  " 
egg  by  sight,  but  I  would  like  to  board 
Tncle  Mike  for  awhile  and  feed  him  eggs 
of  various  ages  known  to  me  and  to  the 
cook,  but  not  to  hini.  There  is  no  donht 
in  my  mind  that  he  would  unhesitatingly 
pronounce  some  old  eggs  new-laid  and 
some  new-laid  eggs  stale.  I  have  tried 
these  things  out  before  on  persons  whose 
senses  were  quite  as  acute  as  his. 
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TIME  YET  REMAINS 

TO  HATCH  AND  RAISE  WINNERS 
FOR  NEXT  WINTER'S  SHOWS 

15  cixuH  iiK  Ihrv  run  Iidim  our  BiipcrlDr  iiiatcrt 
I'lMiK  for  ^1(1.  i;illici- BMi  rcd  I'ljiiioulli  Koclis 
SlMKk'  Coiiil)  Brown  Lf(,'lioi  ns,  m  bcilh. 

GROVE  HILL  POULTRY  YARDS, 
Box  666,  Waltham,  Mass. 


YOU  LOSE 

ir    You    Miss   Tliis    Opiiort  unit  y 

I.  W.  BEAN 

AiiiM»un<'4*s  M  S|»4*<*i:i1  Suuiiikt  S»ih'  of  His 
II/\H\ARi>   Ki;i)    HIJKKIHOKS  AT 

HALF  PRICE  OR  LESS 

A  lOiil  ()|i|>')i'lunll.v  til  (,'i-t  a  trio,  pen,  or  ulnsjlr  binis 
of  this  iiot^'il  line  at  less  tliaii  I  he  cost  of  ordinary. 

IViis  broken  u|)  .Iiin<' 15tli.    Spnil  for  list. 
;JU  I  I'oikI  street,      Koutli  llraiii tree,  Mass. 


>|1  THE  OLD  RELIABLE 

LAMBERTS 

-DEATH  TO  LICE 


has  been  used  over  30  years  by 

Successful  Poultrymen 


Is  just  the  thing  for  Bitters,  as  it  doca  not  harm  caf^B 
or  chicks.  Keep  your  hens  free  from  lice  and  tney 
will  thrive  and  be  profitable.  100  oz.  $1.00;  48  oz.  50 
cts..  15  oz.  25  cts.  LarKe  sample  of  Powder  or  Head- 
lice  Ointment  10  cts.  *SrcreUt  of  Succeoa  with Poul' 
try"  by  D.  J.  Lambert  for  2c  stamp. 

THE  KLEIN-LAMBERT  CO.,  426Trail«rtBlila..ChleaBa 


Cottonseed  Meal  for  Poultry 

In  Circular  No.  27,  of  the  Nortli  Caro- 
lina Agricultural  Kxperiment  Station, 
B.  F.  Knapp  presents  some  results  of 
observations  upon  the  effects  of  feeding 
(lottonseed  meal  to  poultry.  He  found 
that  about  lO'/o  of  cottonseed  meal  in  a 
dry  mash  was  relished  by  fowls  and  pro- 
duced no  noticeable  eflects.  AVhen  the 
amount  was  increased  to  L'U'/'  the  fowls 
(lid  not  like  it,  and  continued  feeding  of 
such  large  quantities  caused  sickness. 

The  bad  effects  of  heavy  feeding  of  cot- 
tonseed meal  are  attributed  to  a  poison- 
ous property  in  cottonseed  called  <jo»sijpol, 
but  the  ration:  '2  parts  ground  oats,  2 
parts  ground  corn,  and  1  part  cottonseed 
meal  is  too  concentrated,  and  would  in 
many  cases  soon  make  birds  sick  even  if 
it  ctontained  no  poisonous  properties. 

Madison  Square  Garden  Dates 
Not  Changed 

Editor  Farm-Poi  i.thy  : — May  I  ask  you 
to  publish  the  following  brief  notice  in 
regard  to  matters  in  connection  with  our 
forthcoming  exhibition : 

Despite  statements  I  have  seen  lately  in 
the  press  in  regard  to  a  change  in  the 
dates  of  our  show,  I  beg  to  advise  that 
the  exhibition  will  be  held  (as  announced 
during  the  last  show)  from  December  .'51, 
HI15,  to  .January  5,  inclusive.  We 

open  as  usual  on  Friday  morning  and 
close  on  Wednesday  evening.  These  I 
believe  are  ideal  dates  and  from  assur- 
ances already  received  I  am  convinced 
that  we  will  have  perhaps  the  largest 
entry  in  our  history.  The  period  of  the 
show  covers  New  Years  Day,  and  we  will 
be  open  on  Sunday  as  usual. 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  iiear  from  specialty 
club  secretaries  in  regard  to  their  meets, 
as  I  wish  to  close  all  matters  early. 

Chas.  D.  Clevi;i. AM),  Sec'y. 


$1,569.89  on  a  Town  Lot 

Here  is  a  human  interest  story 
of  how  Mr.  Carter  made  this  real 
money  with  Buffalo  Equipment. 
Everyone  interested  in  makinfr 
money  out  of  poultry  should  ask 
for  our  March  circular  and  cata- 
logue of  Buffalo  Incubators  and 
Brooders. 

BUFFALO  INCUBATOR  CO. 
Chas.  A.  Cyphers.  Pres. 
ItiH  Dewilt  Street    Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


Mirimichi 

S.  C.  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS 


POULTRY  FARM  BREED- 
ING SEASON  END  SALE 

WHITE  ROCKS      WHITE  WYANDOTTES 

the  hiilance  of  the  season  we  shall  sell  et't's  from  ouj- Top  Notch  Tens  al  only  •*•")  per  irt.  Standard 
Matliii-'s.  l^l  per  15.  We  have  nearly  all  our  chicks  for  this  season  liat<'lje<l.  anil  must  make  room  for  our 
younc  arowliiK  stock.  Wc  offer  extra  (food  values  In  pure  blooiled  stock,  either  brc<'d,  in  mated  pairs, 
trios  anil  pens,  with  delivery  any  time  after  May  lOtli.  Order  a  mated  pen  at  once  and  you  eel  a  month's 
L'oinl  breeillni;  from  them  for  this  seasoti's  chicks.  Our  prices:  Maled  pairs.  $5  to  mated  trios,  ^7  BO 
to  iVt:  mateil  pens.  $12  to  J.'WI.  Order  now  and  cet  the  cream  of  our  sale.  Kemember.  first  come,  first 
served.  Send  for  catalog.  Utility  de|>artmeiit:  Kucs,  $7..tO  per  IW);  $1 .50  per  l.'j.  Day  old  chicks,  j^lH  per 
imi;  $111  i>er  ."id;  $5  per  M. 

Mirimichi  Poultry  Farm,  "^^ss. 

J  '       W .  U.  .SAAKT,  Proprietor. 
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FARM-POULTRY 


July 


A  Nice  Model  S.  C.  Black  Minorca  Hen 


PRICES  OF  EGGS  FOR 
HATCHING 

IX  AN  article  in  Ponllri/  Life,  Editor 
Miller  Purvis  of  that  paper  says  that 
he  has  had  good  egg  business  all  sea 
son  because  he  sold  eggs  for  hatching  at 
the  popular  price  of  §2  per  15.  He  says: 
"  Jt  is  frequently  claimed  that  the  man 
w  ho  produces  a  bird  that  will  win  in  big 
Hhows  where  there  is  hot  competition 
catiiiol  afford  to  sell  eggs  for  $2  per  15. 
This  in  a  most  absurd  argument  because 
it  costs  no  more  to  produce  a  dozen  eggs 
from  pure  bred  stock  than  it  does  from 
mongrels,  and  it  would  be  pretty  hard  to 
find  one  of  these  high  priced  sellers  who 
would  tell  a  prospective  buyer  that  there 
was  no  money  in  eggs  at  the  market 
l>rice.  We  base  the  value  of  our  fowls 
on  their  ability  to  make  a  profit  for  us  at 
the  market  price  of  eggs.  If  we  cannot 
produce  eggs  at  a  profit  at  an  average 
price  of  twenty-five  cents  a  dozen  we  are 
going  to  (|uit  the  poultry  business." 

"*  *  *  We  find  that  it  costs  us  just 
about  fifty  cents  in  ad  vertising  to  sell  a 
sitting  of  eggs.  Add  this  to  the  twenty- 
five  cents  and  we  have  seventy-live  cents 
aa  the  probable  cost  of  a  sitting  of  eggs 
sold  fur  hat(;hing.  To  this  add  the  cost 
of  the  carrier,  the  time  spent  in  packing 
the  eggs  and  getting  them  on  their  way 
and  we  have  close  to  one  dollar  as  the 
cost  of  getting  them  into  the  hands  of  the 
express  company.  At  $2  |)er  sitting  we 
have  left  just  \*<0'/o  profit.  Now  we  ask, 
whicii  is  better,  selling  them  at  $2  per  15, 
or  keeping  them  because  we  want  a 
higher  price? ' ' 

The  trouble  with  Mr.  Purvis'  argument, 
as  ajiplied  to  the  highest  class  of  exhi- 
bition f)ir<ls,  is  that  it  leaves  out  of  (con- 
sideration the  value  of  the  birds  and  also 
assumes  that  the  advertising  cost  of  sell- 
ing eggs  for  hatching  is  the  same  as  his. 
From  what  a  number  of  breetlers  have 
told  me  of  selling  cost.'^  in  recent  years,  1 
think  they  run  nearer  one-third  of  the 
price  received  than  one-fourth,  as  in  Mr. 
Purvis'  case. 

Nor  is  it  right  to  compute  the  cost  of 
producing  eggs  for  hatching  as  the  same 
as  producing  eggs  for  market.  lAiaving 
the  greater  value  of  selected  stock  out  of 
consideration,  there  is  additional  cost  in 
producing  hatching  eggs  because  breed- 
ing stock  must  have  more  house  and  yard 
room  and  more  attention.  AN'ith  the  lay- 
ing slock  no  male  bird  is  needed,  while 
for  producing  hatching  eggs  of  quality 
high  i>riced  male  birds  must  be  used. 

In  estimating  the  cost  of  the  eggs  — and 
at  what  price  he  can  afford  to  sell  them — 


a  breeder  has  to  consider  whether  it  will 
pay  him  as  well  to  sell  stock  for  what  it 
will  bring  for  breeding  purposes,  or  keep 
it  for  the  trade  in  eggs  for  hatching.  That 
will  depend  in  part  upon  the  amount  of 
eggs  he  can  sell  and  the  prices  he  ran  get. 

Prices  of  eggs  for  hatching  have  been 
kept  higher  in  recent  years  than,  in  my 
opinion,  was  good  policy;  but  I  don't 
think  that  eggs  from  high  grade  exhi- 
bition stock  can  be  sold  profitably  at  $2 
per  15. 


BUFF  MINORCAS 

THERE  seems  to  be  a  good  deal  of 
interest  at  present  in  BufT  Minorcas, 
or  the  possibility  of  making  them. 
It  is  "  dead  easy  "  if  you  have  some  good 
vigorous  Buff  Leghorn  stock  to  start  with, 
and  breed  and  feed  for  size.  I  bred  Bufi 
Leghorns  from  1S93  to  1899,  and  did  a 
variety  of  experiments  with  them.  At 
the  Boston  show  in  1.S98  I  showed  a  pen 
of  big  birds  primarily  to  show  a  lew 
people  who  were  interested  in  that  point 
that  inbreeding  did  not  necessarily  lead 
to  degeneracy  and  deterioration,  and — 
because  I  didn't  want  people  who  saw 
these  birds  to  suppose  that  they  were 
entered  as  my  idea  of  .Standard  ButT  Leg- 
horns, I  put  in  beside  them  a  pen  that 
was  good  enough  to  win  an  H.  0.  The 
females  in  the  big  pen  weighed  tij/o  to  7% 
lbs.  in  .January,  and  they  were  .Tune 
hatched  birds.  They  were  Jair,  but  not 
good  in  color.  The  largest  was  very  good 
Minon-a  shape,  better  than  many  of  the 
Minorcas  exhibited  at  that  show.  A 
Minort:a  breeder,  prominent  at  that  time, 
wanted  to  buy  her  to  start  a  stock  of  Buff 
Minorcas.  I  wouldn't  sell  her,  because 
she  was  the  only  female  1  had  to  use  next 
year  in  a  mating  I  wanted  to  make  in  an 
inbreeding  experiment  that  J  had  been 
running  for  some  years.  Thishen  weighed 
— when  mature  and  in  good  con<lition, 
not  fat — a  strong  S  lbs. ,  and  was  an  extra 
good  layer  of  very  large  eggs.  She  was  in 
the  fourth  generation  from  Bull'  l.eghorn 
stock  that  I  started  with  in  isoii,  in  which 
the  heaviest  male  weighed  about  lbs., 
and  the  heaviest  female  about  lbs. 
She  was  heavier  than  any  male  I  ever 
bred  from  this  stock  that  was  good  enough 
in  color  to  be  ke|)t  and  considered  at  all 
for  l)reeding.  l'"rom  the  mating  that  pro- 
duced her  1  had  a  cockerel  iliat  at  thirteen 
weeks  weighed  -I '  i  lbs.,  but  was  so  poor 
in  color  that  I  ilressed  and  sold  him  for  a 
"  fryer."  After  this  pullet  developed  I 
was  sorry  1  killed  him,  but  it  was  too  late. 
I  mated  her  with  a  brother  that  was 
smaller,  weighing  about  (i  lbs.,  but  none 


of  their  offspring  had  her  size.  The  larg- 
est male  weighed  only  6]4  lbs.  when 
mature.  I  mated  him  to  his  dam  the 
next  season,  but  as  I  was  situated  I  could 
not  rear  many  chickens,  and  only  set  one 
sitting  of  eggs  from  them.  This  happened 
to  produce  all  pullets,  of  good  size  and 
vigorous,  but  not  as  large  as  the  old  hen. 

I  give  her  history  merely  to  show  what 
can  be  done  in  a  few  years  by  breeding 
for  size  and  feeding  for  growth. 

If  poultrymen  want  Buff  Minorcas  it  is 
an  easy  matter  to  get  them.  It  takes  a 
few  years  to  develop  them  from  Ijeghorns 
of  common  size,  but  it  is  better  to  do  it 
that  way  than  to  mix  colors  and  then  try 
to  get  a  clear  buff'. 


Million  Egg  Farm  School  of 
Poultry  Practice 

At  Rancocas  Farm,  Brown's  Mills-in- 
the-Pines,  N.  J.,  the  opportunity  is  given 
people  desiring  practice  in  poultry  culture 
to  get  thirteen  weeks  training  in  actual 
work  on  the  farm  and  instruction  in  all 
the  details  of  management.  A  circular 
just  issued  tells  all  about  it.  Write  to 
Keese  \'.  Hicks,  Manager,  addressing  as 
above,  for  this  circular  and  other  par- 
ticulars. 

When  Writing   Advertisers  Please 
Mention  Farm-Poultry 


Classified  Advertisements 


PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 


COLUMBIAN  Knckx.  winners  at  Sprlngfleld, 
Holyoke,  elc.  Ki;es,  t2.  Circular  descrlblncr  thle 
fine  breed  free.    A.  W.  McKinstry,  Chlcopee,  Mass. 


MY  BEST  BUFF  ROCK  EGGS  now  half 
price,  $1.50  per  slttlDC.   Circular.  Noyes. 
Thamesvlew  Farm,  L.  B.,  273,  New  London,  Conn. 

t  f 

 WYANDOTTES.  

BOSTON  WINNING  BuflE  Wyandottes.  Can  I 
help  you  to  winners  or  breeders?  Sewell  CIr. 
Dr.  N.  W.  Sanborn,  324  South  Road,  Holden,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANUOTTES— Fertile  eges  from 
free  raniio,  farm  raised  stock,  open  front 
houses,  standard  and  utility,  by  1000;  $6  per  100;  »1 
per  1.5.  Crowellton,  East  Denis,  Mass.   t  f 

BARKER'S  OLn  RELIABLE  heavy  laylne 
strain.  15  years  brecdlner;  hundreds  of  satis- 
fied customers.  Chicks,  the  strone,  vigorous  kind 
that  live,  1.5c.  each,    lines,  »1  per  15;  $6  per  100. 

Edw.  F.  Barker,  South  Weymouth,  Mass.  6-2 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 

MAGENTA  POULTRY  FARM.  Established 
1898.  S.  C.  and  R.  C.  R.  I.  Reds.  Errs  by  set- 
tings or  hundreds.  Stock  that  I  have  sold  and  chicks 
hatched  from  Masentaepps  were  winners  by  my  cus- 
tomers In  leading  shows  of  16  different  states.  Mad- 
ison (harden  and  Boston  Included.  1913,  1914,  1915. 
Free  Cir.   F.  E.  Woodard,  E.  Loncmeadow,  Mass. 

GENEGANSLET  POULTRY  YARDS  — 
Breeders  of  hlch  grade  .S.  C.  Rhode  Island  Reds, 
White  Eee  Americans,  and  S.  S.  Hamburgs.  Stock 
and  eggs  in  season.   Write  for  prices. 

W.  A.  &  H.  A.  RowUson.  McDonough.  N.  Y.  5-2 

KOSE  AND  SINGLE  COMB  Rhode  Island 
Reds.   Large,  vigorous  birds,  bred  to  lay. 
Eggs,  S6  and  $8  per  100.  Circular. 

F.  R.  Brownell,  Little  Compton,  R.  I.  41 

SINGLE  COMB  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS 
Large,  healthy,  farm  raised  stock.   Bred  for  big 
brown  eggs.   Hatching  eggs,  $5  per  100:  $1  per  15. 

Burdlck  Poultry  Farm,  Rockvllle,  R.  I.  6-1 

PIPER  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS -240  egg 
strain.  Both  combs.  Leading  winter  layers  18 
years.  We  pay  postage  on  eggs  for  hatching  sent 
by  parcel  post.  ISggs  from  extra  prize  layers,  best 
color,  $5.00  per  sitting;  $25.00  per  100.  From  best 
layers,  $3.00  per  sitting:  $12.00  per  100.  Common 
stock,  $1..50per  sitting;  $6.00  per  100. 

Bay  View  Farm,  North  Haven,  Maine.  5-2 

ROSE  AND  SINGLE  COMB  Rhode  Island 
Reds,  mated  to  dark,  strong  male  birds  from 
high  producing  stock.  Eggs,  $5  per  100;  $1  per  15; 
best  laving  strain  In  the  state. 

Royal  Poultry  Yards,  Tel.  28-12,  Slmsbury,  Conn.  6-2 

EA.  THURSTON  has  S.  C.  R.  I.  Red  eggs  to 
•  sell  at$l  per  sitting;  $5  per  100;  from  large 
size  winter  laying  free  range  hens.  High  fertlUly 
guaranteed.  Swansea,  Mass.  6-2 

LEGHORNS. 


s 


C.  BUFF  LEGHORNS-Second  pullet  Mad- 
ison Square  Garden.   Eggs.  $3  per  15. 
Gleenwood  Poultry  Yards,  Rutherford,  N.  J.  6-1 


i,JIN<;LE  COMB  WHITE   LEGHORNS  — 

O    Trap  nesloit  and  bred  for  constitutional  vigor 
and  superior  egg  produclion.    Eggs  for  hatching  a 
specialty.    ('Ircular  free. 
Gates  Poultry  Farm,  Box  E,  Mt.  Carmel,  Conn.  5-1 


Q  C.  BUFF  LEGHORNS.  First  prize  win- 
~»    ners.   Eggs $5  per  100.   Catalog  free. 

I/.  O.  Mayer,  <'ol\niibla.  Pa.  61 

EACH— S.  C.  W.  Lr,<;HOKNS.  pullets 
•inX  and  yearlings,  cocks  and  cockerels.  Will 
ship  anywhere.   Send  for  booklet. 

Woodworth  Farm.  Wilton.  Conn,    t  f 


SINGLE   COMB   White  Leghorns 
stock.  Breeders,  Ist  pen,  $1 


liancocas 
;  •Jil  i.cn.  $1. 
A.  W.  Eaton,  Well.  I...!-,,,  N.  H.  9 


ANCONAS. 


SHEPPARD'S  K.VMOrS  ANC«»NAS.  The 
world's  best.  .Single  or  Rose  Comb.  First  at 
world's  greatest  shows.  Greatest  egg  record  — 266 
average.   Catalogue  free. 

Cecil  Slu'ppard.  Berea,  Ohio.  6-1 


MINORCAS. 


BLACK  Minorca  eggs,  $3  per  silting;  cockerels. 
R.  Story,  187  Arlington  Av..  Urooklyn.  N.  Y.  12-2 

ALLEN'S   ROSE  AND   SIN<;i,i;    <  < )  11  B 
Klack    Minorcas.     This  sc,i»i>ii'h   hr  icik  rs. 
Cocks,  i'l  up.   HeuB,  $1  up. 

M.  V.  Allen,  Intcrlaken.  N.  T. 


HOUDANS. 


HOUDAN  stock  (..1  H.ilc,  i  ggs  for  hatching:  util- 
ity and  cxlilhlllim.  ,),  K.  l  aj  liir.  Laconla,  N.  H. 

LIGHT  BRAHMAS. 


.Iv  llior.nighbred.  13th 
l-i  year.  Cock'ls,  .t-'.r.ii;  BcU  i  ti  ii  eggs,  100.  »6;  50. 
»3.50:  13,  $1.   Haystack  Mountain  Farm,  Norfolk,  Ct. 


y^IGHT    Brahma-.  Ihi 


LANCSHANS. 


EGGS  HALF  PRICE  after  May  15th.  First 
cock,  hen,  cockerel,  pullet,  pen,  Boston.  1916, 
won  by  Robinson's  Langshans.  Also  firsts  at  New 
York,  (Garden,  Palace,  State  Fair,  Buffalo),  heavy 
layers.  Black-White. 

J.  F.  Robinson,  Main  St.,  So.  Weymouth,  Mass.  6-2 


COCHINS. 


CLO.SING  OUT  SALE.  White.  Black,  Buff 
■  and  Partridge  Cochins,  all  1915  breeders.  High 
class.  Special  prices  for  fall  fairs.  F^ggs  half  price 
now.  D.  C.  Peoples.  Uhrlchsvllle.  Ohio.  6-1 


DAY  OLD  CHICKS. 


DAY  OLD  CHICKS  from  trapnested  layers. 
Barred  Rocks,  R.  I.  Reds,  White  Leghorns. 
Clr.     Indian  Lake  Poultry  Farm,  Worcester,  Mass. 


DAY  OLD  CHICKS.  Owing  fo  many  come- 
back orders  from  old  customers,  we  did  not 
advertise  early.  We  are  asking  now  for  .June  orders. 
Reduced  prices  and  strong  chicks  In  nature's  best 
season.  Rose  Comb  Reds,  White  Wyandottes,  .Single 
Comb  White  and  Brown  Leghorns,  and  Single  Comb 
Mottled  Anconas.  Can  furnish  1,000  White  Leghorns 
In  early  June. 

White  Creek  Hatchery,  West  Rupert,  Vt.  6-2 


WHITE  LEGHORN  CHICKS  and 
*J\J\J  No.  10  Newton  brooder.  $15:  .500  chicks 
and  No.  11  brooder,  $70.  Officially  tested  white 
diarrhea  free  stock. 

George  W.  Adams,  Yantlc,  Conn.  6-2 

BABY  CHICKS— Ringlet  Strain  Barred  Rocks 
from  vigorous,  free  range  stock.  The  kind 
you  are  proud  to  own,  12c.  each.  Prompt  and 
safe  delivery  assured. 

J.  H.  Trout.  Unadllla.  N.  Y.  6-2 

PULLETS  and  Baby  Chicks.  Free  from  white 
diarrhea,  certified  by  state  lest.  .S.  C.  W.  Leg- 
horn pullets,  8  weeks  old,  ami  baby  chicks  for  May 
and  -Tune  delivery.  Quality  ami  prices  right.  Cir- 
cular. A.  B.  Hall.  Wallingford.  Conn.  6-2 


8 WEEKS  OLD  Pullets  and  Baby  Chicks.  Pedi- 
gree Rose  Comb  Brown  Leghorns,  234  egg strain, 
highest  quality,  trapnested.  bred-to  lay  stock.  Safe 
arrival  and  eatiafaction  guaranteed.  Write  for  cir- 
cular No.  9.       "  Cedarcrofl,"  Madison,  Conn.  6-1 


WHITE  WYANDOTTE  CHICK  Special. 
Our  brooding  capacity  now  full.  We  offer  for 
June  delivery  chicks  from  our  special  n)atlngs  at 
15c.  each.  A  rare  chance  to  obtain  choice  stock 
reasonably.        .SUverstone,  Charlemont,  Mass.  6-1 


CUSTOM  HATCHING 


C1USTOM  H  ATCH ING  from  June  1st  at  greatly 
y  reduced  rates.  Hall  machine  capacity  4,500.  Ex- 
perienced operator.  (Jet  in  touch  with  us  for  winter 
broilers.  Concordia  Farm,  Concord,  Mass.  5-2 


TWO  OR  MORE  VARIETIES. 


EMBDEN    GEESE,    White   Runner  Ducks, 
Pearl  Guineas.   Fine  specimens  In  all  classes. 

Miss  Little.  Clyde.  N.  Y. 


BANTAMS. 


BANTAMS.  34  varieties.  Send  stamp  for  circu- 
lar. Fenn  liantam  Yards,  Desk  30,  Delavan,  Wis. 


t:>ose  comb  black  bantams  — »♦  a 

JLV  pair:  cockerels.  $2  and  $3  each.  Eggs,  $2  for  13. 
.Satisfaction  guaranteed. 

Solomon  Davis,  106  Summer  Ave..  Reading.  Mass. 

/1AME  BANTAMS  —  Birchen,  Black  Red, 
VT    DuckwlncB  and  Red  Pyle. 

J.  Herman  Frakliig,  R.  3,  Schenectady,  N.  Y.  8 


PHEASANTS. 


10  golden  Phcas.nt  eggs,  $3:  12  RIngneck 
^  eggs,  $1.75:  12  Sllkle  eggs, $1:  KIngneck  Males. 
$2.  A.  1'!.  Frc('m;in.  l'i'(>vinc<'lown.  Mass.  6-2 

-I  PHK.AS.ANT  eggs  for  hatching;  low 

Xyjyjyj  prices:  most  all  varieties.  English,  $14 
per  lOO.   Colored  catalog,  2.5c.    Exchanges  made. 

U.  Pheasant ry,  Poughkecpsle,  N,  Y.  6-2 


TURKEYS.   

KON/.K  TrUlvEV  eggs  of  qualKy  3<k-.  each, 
delivered.    T.  D.  SchoHcId,  Woodstock,  N.  H. 

6-1 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


FOR  SALE.  (■.)Mi|>lct<' llli  N  Farm-Poultry, Hell- 
,ihlc  Poultry  Journal,  .\mi  i  lcari  I'oultry  Journal 
frciiii  .Ian.  I.  IH'.iH,  to  date.  Also  American  I'oultry 
Worlil  Bincc  1st  no.     i:.  1,.  PrIrkctI,  llazardvllle,  Ct. 


Irr  SHEKT.S  OK  mush;  of  your  own  selec- 
t)  tlon,  and  our  beautiful,  detachable  Library 
Folio  free  to  nu'iiibcrs  of  our  chib.  Music  rolls, 
latest  songs,  15c..  piisl|paiil  lo  mcmliiTH.  .Send  for 
particulars.         National  Music  I.oveis  Club, 

710  Mvrtli-  Ave.  lirldgeport.  Conn.  6-1 


PRINTING. 


ANYTHING  from  sinall  tags  to  large  catalogs. 
First  class  work.    Reasonable  [irlces. 
The  Everett  Print,  53  Cornhlll,  Boston,  Mass. 


Farm -Poultry's  Policies  and  Prospects 

THEIR  RELATION  TO  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  POULTRY  INTERESTS  IN  ITS  TERRITORY 


G01N(i  back  permanently  to  monthly 
issues  we  have  decided  to  make  the 
reffidar  .iiih^cri/ilion  price  of  Farm- 
Poultiy  ■'■'>  (!(  »t>^  n  .'/<■«'•. 

We  do  this  for  several  reasons. 
In  the  first  place  it  is  the  price  for  a 
monthly  that  is  proportionate  to  fifty 
cents  for  a  semi-monthly  and  a  dollar  for 
a  weekly. 

In  the  next  place,  although  the  nominal 
price  of  most  of  the  monthly  poultry 
papers  is  fifty  cents  a  year,  and  some 
subscriptions  are  taken  at  the  regular 
price  by  most  papers,  the  result  of  the 
subscription  scalping  that  has  been  almost 
universal  among  our  competitors  for  the 
last  seven  or  eight  years  is  to  make  the 
general  selling  price  of  monthly  poultry 
papers  twenty-five  cents  a  year.  Many 
subscriptions  are  taken  at  much  less  than 
that.  It  has  been  customary  to  allow 
solicitors  to  take  subscriptions  at  half 
price  and  either  keep  all  they  get  or  turn 
over  to  the  publisher  five  or  ten  cents. 
Cut  price  combinations  of  several  papers, 
and  of  papers  and  books,  are  also  widely 
used  as  inducements  to  subscribers. 

Publishers  generally  deplore  this  state 
of  affairs  and  live  in  hope  that  with  the 
elimination  of  the  weaker  papers,  those 
that  remain  can  stop  the  practice  of  price 
cutting  and  put  sufiscription  business  on 
a  satisfactory  footing.  We  do  not  share 
this  expectation  —  not  for  montlily  poul- 
try papers  at  fifty  cents,  or  any  price 
above  that  figure.  By  making  twenty- 
five  cents  the  usual  selling  price  of  a 
yearly  subscription  for  so  many  years 
publishers  have  actually  e8tal)lished 
twenty-five  cents  as  tiie  standard  market 
price  of  subscriptions  to  monthly  poultry 
papers.  It  is  no  more  possible  for  them 
to  raise  their  actual  selling  prices  again 
than  it  is  for  our  daily  newspapers  to  go 
back  to  two  cents  a  copy,  or  for  popular 
magazines  to  get  the  prices  of  thirty  years 
ago. 

Farai-Poui.trv  makes  its  KE(iri,AR  prick 
RIGHT,  and  will  not  cut  this  price  except 
as  herewith  announced.  On  these  terms 
we  are  going  to  make  a  strong  efl'ort  for 
concert  of  action  by  the  poultry  people  of 
this  section,  subscribers  and  advertisers, 
to  efTectively  conserve  its  poultry  inter- 
ests for  our  mutual  benefit. 

The   Poultry   Situation  in  New 
Eng:land. 

IN  GENERAL,  whatever  is  said  of  the 
poultry  condition.s  in  New  England 
applies  wholly  or  partly  to  adjacent 
areas  where  climatic  and  economic  con- 
ditions are  similar,  but  when  that  is 
understood  it  is  more  convenient  to  use 
the  sectional  name  that  applies  to  the 
greater  part  of  this  area. 

As  stated  under  the  title  on  our  first 
page  this  is  the  world's  most  advanced 
poultry  area.  Because  of  that  fact,  and 
because  of  the  extent  to  which  it  has  been 
the  source  of  supply  for  the  rest  of  the 
country  for  fiigh  class  stock  and  for  in- 
formation about  poultry  culture,  con- 
ditions developed  that  constantly  oper- 
ated to  prevent  a  natural  concert  of  action 
of  the  poultry  interests  of  this  section. 

Thus  the  tiest  market  for  the  high  class 
breeding  and  exhibition  stock  produced 
here  has  been  the  west  and  south.  For 
many  years,  through  the  exploitation  of 
new  breeds  and  varieties  and  the  develop- 
ment of  interest  in  poultry  culture  in 
places  that  had  paid  little  attention  to  it, 
our  breeders  found  in  other  sections  an 
ample  outlet  for  all  that  they  had  to  sell 
at  good  prices.  Hut  as  the  rest  of  the 
country  became  stocked  up  they  found  it 
more  and  more  difiicult  to  sell  their 
medium  grades  of  stock,  for  the  trade  in 
medium  and  low  grade  stock  is  normally 
a  local  trade. 

How  It  Affects  Poultry  Papers 

UNDER  such  conditions,  breeders 
here  often  found  poultry  papers 
published  at  a  distance  more  prof- 
itable advertising  mediums  than  their 
home  papers.  The  papers  here  were  slow 
to  realize  the  situation,  and  the  business 
slipped  away  from  them. 

Most  advertisers  of  poultry  doing  a 
small  volume  of  business,  advertise  in 
but  one  or  two  papers.  <  >nly  a  very  few 
of  the  advertisers  of  poultry  foresaw  wliat 
would  be  the  eflfect  of  so  many  breeders 
here  giving  all  their  advertising  patron- 
age to  papers  in  other  sections.  Adver- 
tisers who  did  sense  the  situation,  liber- 


ally supported  the  local  papers  —  even 
when  returns  from  them  were  poor  as 
compared  with  returns  from  papers  at  a 
distance.  Speaking  for  Far.m-Poui.trv, 
we  have  thoroughly  appreciated  this  sup- 
port and  the  spirit  that  it  exjiressed.  It 
helped  the  papers,  though  it  had  com|)ara- 
tively  little  ert'ect  during  many  years  upon 
the  trend  of  events. 

With  the  large  breeders  of  this  section 
advertising  in  poultry  papers  all  over  the 
country,  and  the  small  advertisers  tend- 
ing to  give  their  business  to  the  one  or 
two  papers  that  sold  most  stock  for  them, 
this  advertising  patronage  was  widely  dis- 


tributed, and  subscription  patronage  be- 
gan to  split  up  in  the  same  way,  the  pro- 
cess being  greatly  accelerated  when  sub- 
scription price  scalping  became  general 
among  papers  outside  of  this  area  those 
here  generally  refusing  to  meet  the  cuts 
that  were  being  made  in  prices. 

Without  going  farther  into  details  of 
such  conditions,  it  may  be  said  that  when 
breeders  here  began  to  feel  the  need  of 
their  home  market  seriously,  they  found 
it  only  about  hall  developed  —  and  that 
along  somewhat  different  lines  than  most 
of  them  were  prepared  to  supply  —  an(l 
also  found  the  possible  buyers  using  so 
many  difi'erent  papers  that  the  cost  of 
advertising  was  out  of  all  proportion  to 
the  returns. 


The  last  condition  is  not  limited  to  this 
section.  It  is  general ;  but  the  situation 
here  is  of  most  concern  to  the  interests  of 
this  section.  The  present  actual  con- 
dition here  is  worse  than  anywhere  else, 
but,  as  we  shall  see,  the  opportunity  to 
remedy  it  arises  here  first,  through  the 
reduction  of  papers  in  this  territory. 

"The  Survival  of  the  Fittest" 

WE  Tl  1 1 1\  K  that  we  may  fairly  claim 
that  F ARM-Pnn.TRV  is  now  with- 
out a  competitor  in  the  New 
England  field.  Two  that  started  four  or 
five  years  ago  have  discontinued  within 


the  year,  an<l  one  that  started  six  months 
ago  hasdropiied  out  of  sight.  The  Amer- 
ican Fancier,  published  in  this  city,  has  a 
poultry  department  catering  to  fanciers 
everywhere,  and  edited  from  a  distant 
city.  Our  nearest  neighbors  among  po'^!- 
try  journals  are  the  Amerimn  Poultry  Ad- 
locnU',  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and  the  Ponlln/ 
Pern,  Sellersville,  Pa.  Through  twenty- 
six  years  of  varying  financial  fortunes 
FAn.M-Pnri.iRv  has  maintained  prestige 
as  the rejjresentative  paperof  this  section. 
Now  with  the  poultry  situation  as  it  is, 
and  with  no  competitor  in  the  local  field, 
we  feel  that  we  may  take  an  attitude  in 
some  things  that  we  would  not  take  were 
the  conditions  of  competition  difi'erent, 
making^FARM-PoLi.TRY  the  organ  of  all 


poultry  associations  in  this  territory  that 
wish  to  use  it  as  such,  and  claiming  from 
them  special  consideration  as  the  organ 
of  poultry  interests  of  their  own  section. 

What  the  Poultry  Associations 
Want 

THERE  has  been  in  this  section  of 
late  years  a  steadily  increasing  de- 
sire on  the  part  of  organizations  of 
poultrymen  to  give  their  members  a  sub- 
scription to  their  home  poultry  paper 
with  the  membership,  the  association 
paying  for  the  papers  out  of  the  member- 
ship dues.  The  i)rincii)al  obstacle  to  this 
has  been  that  with  several  papers  avail- 
able it  could  not  be  done  without  dis- 
crimination between  them  which  would 
make  trouble. 

Now  with  the  field  clear  of  competitors, 
and  a  price  that  admits  of  the  use  of  the 
I)aper  in  this  way,  any  poultry  associa- 
tion can  do  this.  We  do  not  propose  to 
solicit  such  arrangements  except  from 
associations  in  New  England,  but  any  as- 
sociation anywhere  that  wants  to  give 
subscriptions  to  F.\i{.m-P(ii  r.Tnv  to  its 
members  can  do  so,  the  terms  being  the 
same  to  all  and  the  same  to  members  of 
assfx'iations  as  to  anyone  else.  In  fact, 
poultry  associations  that  do  not  want  to 
initlude  the  cost  of  the  paper  in  the  mem- 
bership fee  can  get  it  for  as  many  mem- 
bers as  want  it  at  the  minimum  cost  by 
taking  advantage  of  our  clubbing  ofler. 

Small  Clubs  Everywhere 

THE  ])urpose  of  the  ofl^er  of  a  yearly 
subscription  to  each  of  five  separ- 
ate addresses  for  a  dollar  is  obvious. 
It  is  thus  made  easy  for  our  friendly 
readers  who  wish  to  do  a  little  to  extend 
the  circulation  of  the  i>aper  and  also  to 
develop  more  interest  in  poultry  among 
their  neighbors  and  ac<|uaintaiices  to  get 
a  few  subscriptions  to  send  with  their 
own.  Or  if  —  as  is  often  the  case — they 
want  to  do  a  little  missionary  work  and 
give  subscriptions  to  persons  they  wish  to 
interest  or  to  do  a  favor,  "the  handy 
dollar"  will  take  Farm- I'm  i/iuy  for  a 
year  to  the  sender  and  to  four  other  per- 
sons anywhere  in  the  United  Stales  and 
possessions. 

Our  General  Field 

WHILE  it  is  to  New  England  and 
near-New  England  that  our  sys- 
tematic efforts  for  subscriptions 
will  be  directed  mostly,  and  we  will  seek 
to  obtain  the  solid  support  of  the  poultry 
interests  of  this  area  as  in  a  sense  our 
due,  FAK.M  Pori.TKv  will  (continue  to  be  a 
|)aper  of  service  to  people  interested  in 
poultry  everywhere  for  its  information 
about  poultry  affairs  in  this  section,  for 
its  general  rticles  on  poultry,  and  for  its 
comments  upon  everything  of  interest  to 
poultry  keepers. 

Editorially,  Farm-Poitltry  remains  "a 
one-man  paper."  It  became  so,  not  by 
design  of  tlie  editor,  but  through  the 
operation  of  the  editorial  policy  of  re- 
jecting articles  presenting  ill-considered 
views,  and  of  explaining  to  readers  the 
errors  in  articles  of  value,  but  in  some 
points  misleading  or  misinforming. 

The  editor's  aim  has  been  and  will  be 
to  make  the  paper  meet  the  rei|uirement8 
of  those  who  want  authentic  and  author- 
itative information  on  poultry  matters, 
and  discussions  of  the  affairs  of  the  poul- 
try world  from  the  point  of  view  of  a 
practical  poultryman  and  long  time  stu- 
dent of  everything  relating  to  the  subject. 

Our  Advertising  Policies 

FARM-POULTRY  has  always  been 
conducted  on  the  [)rincii)le  that 
readers'  interests  should  have  tirst 
(■onsideration.  There  is  no  necessary  con- 
flict between  that  policy  and  the  publica- 
tion of  many  things  that  help  the  business 
of  advertisers.  On  the  contrary,  a  large 
proportion  of  the  matter  in  a  poultry 
journal,  even  when  prepared  specifically 
with  a  view  to  ita  value  to  readers,  has  a 
direct  or  indirec-t  value  to  advertisers. 
Readers  generally  take  a  paper  quite  as 
much  to  learn  what  the  advertisers  have 
to  sell  as  to  learn  what  those  who  write 
for  it  have  to  say. 

As  indicated  in  a  previous  paragraph, 
our  aim  is  to  make  this  paper  a  means  of 
building  up  more  business  in  this  field  for 
breeders  located  in  it,  and  to  make  it  also 
a  better  medium  for  general  advertisers. 


Oil!  npiiiliois  piii^G  iiii!  me 

HOW  WE  m  THE  PUCE 

Our  regular  subscription  price  was  never  made 
to  be  cut.  We  have  never  sold  subscriptions  at 
one  price  when  we  could  get  it,  and  then  sent 
out  solicitors  to  take  subscriptions  at  half  price 
or  less  and  keep  what  they  got  as  their  com- 
mission. We  have  never  cut  prices  on  the 
"  everybody's  doing  it  "  principle,  but  since  as  a 
result  of  that  practice,  a  general  selling  price 
of  monthly  poultry  papers  has  been  made  by 
our  competitors,  we  adopt  that  as  our  regular 
price,  matching  the  zig-zag  cut  that  discrim- 
inates against  your  best  patrons  with  a  horiz- 
ontalcut  that  makes  the  price  the  same  to  all. 

^1  I  .  ONE  YEAR 

Farm -Poultry  25  cents. 

FIVE  YEARS  TO  ONE  ADDRESS  $  I  .OO 
ONE  YEAR  TO  FIVE  ADDRESSES  I.OO 

— ^—  ALL  CURRENT  SUBSCRIPTIONSHWILL  BE  ^— ^— 
— — ^—  ADJUSTED   TO    THIS    RATE    AND    TERMS.  — — ^— 

NO  COMBINATIONS  WITH  OTHER  PAPERS 

The  present  management  of  FARM-POULTRY 
has  never  been  disposed  to  exploit  combination 
offers  of  any  kind.  Now  we  cut  them  out  alto- 
gether. If  any  other  publisher  conceives  it  to 
be  to  his  advantage  to  club  our  paper  with  his 
that  is  his  privilege.  He  can  buy  papers  from 
us  at  the  same  price  as  regular  subscription 
agencies.  If  a  subscriber  wants  us  to  order 
other  papers  for  him  we  will  do  so,  but  only  at 
their  regular  subscription  price. 

Our  Prospects  Depend  Equally  Upon  Our  Giving  the 
Poultry  Interests  of  this  Section  the  Service  They 
Need  and  Upon  Those  Who  Approve  Our  Policies 
Giving  Us  The  Support  We  Merit. 

Don't  Overlook  the  Subscription  Blank  in  this 
Paper.  Make  P.  O.  Orders  or  Checks  Payable  to 

FARM-POULTRY  PUB  CO,  39  Sudbury  St,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


,„awidua.  order  B.anK  .or  Farn,.Pou>.ry 
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,    PARM-POULTRY  to  begin  w,th 
,  .     ^^o-l'jrtr'    subscription  to  FARM  PU 

Enclosed  is   ^,.00  for  five  years 

Name  

Street  and  No. 

State 

Town 


Club  Order  Blank  for  Farm-Poultry 
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FARM-POULTRY  PUBLISHING  CO.,  39  Sudbury  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Enclosed  is  $  1  .00  for  five  one  year  subscriptions  to  be  sent  to  the  following  addresses: 

SUBSCRIBER'S   NAME  POST  OFFICE  STATE 


Note:   For  additional  Subscriptions  add  20  cents  each 


Sender's  Name 
Address 
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SCRATCHINGS  FROM  THE 
NEW  LITTER  OF  OUR 
EXCHANGE  TABLE 

I  notice  that  a  recent  issue  of  the  Coun- 
try Gentleman  has  an  article  by  Robert  A. 
Harrison  on  "  Tlie  Pastor's  Flock,"  that 
appears  to  be  from  the  same  Harrison 
who,  several  years  ago,  worked  a  lot  of 
the  poultry  jjapers  for  a  series  of  free 
readers  giving  publicity  to  his  poultry 
houses  and  devices. 

Referring  to  various  snggentionn  that 
the  Standard  of  Perfection  should  be,  as 
it  once  was,  a  ])ocket-size  volume,  Editor 
H.  B.  Donovan  says  in  ( <(n<idi<ni  Poullri/ 
Review:  "The  Standard  has  developed 
from  a  useful,  easily  carried  book  to  an 
illustrated  poultry  compendium,  more  fit 
for  the  library  table.  It  looks  as  though 
we  needed  two  Standards — one  for  (juick, 
ready  reference,  the  other  as  at  present, 
with  possibly  some  further  embellish- 
ment. It  is  also  never  to  be  forgotten 
that  any  printed  Standard  can  never  take 
the  place  of  knowledge,  brains,  and  some- 
thing innate  and  inborn  that  isn't  given 
to  all  men." 

Mentioning  changes  in  poultry  journals 
C.  L.  Pre  Fontaine  says  in  A'.  /.  Red  Jour- 
nal: "Tom  Kigg,  formerly  with  Jl.  P.  , 
is  now  with  American  PouUri/  Journal  in 
the  ollicial  capacity  of  '  Horticulture 
Editor.'  We  always  did  enjoy  Tom's 
writings,  and  it  tickles  us  to  know  that 
he  is  with  '  The  Doc'  Between  the  two, 
A.  P.  J.  won't  miss  Schwab  through  his 
deflection  to  Ercnjhody' x." 

If  "  Uncle  Pre  "  was  wise  to  the  situa- 
tion he  would  know  that  one  of  the  very 
interesting  questions  in  the  minds  of  those 
engaged  in  poultry  journals  at  the  present 
time  is  how  much  of  the  advertising  that 
H.  P.  Schwab  has  been  getting  for  the 
xi.  P.  J.  will  be  "deflected"  to  Eraij- 
hody's  next  season.  Henry  Schwab  has 
the  reputation  of  being  the  best  adver- 
tising solicitor  in  this  field,  at  this  time. 
Probably  the  only  man  whom  those 
familiar  with  the  business  would  class 
with  him  in  this  line  is  Grant  M.  Curtis, 
wdio  was  generally  ranked  lirst  when  he 
was  giving  his  special  attention  to  adver- 
tising. 

"If  it  were  not  for  the  Standard  of 
Perfection,  there  would  be  no  fancy  poul- 
try;  if  there  were  no  fancy  poultry  there 
wouifl  be  no  ()Oultry  show,"  says  Chas. 
I).  (Cleveland,  in  Ercrybod;/' s.  It  looks 
like  a  logical  argument.  There  is  noth- 
ing wrong  with  it  except  the  fact  that  so 
many  of  our  breeds,  and  I  think  all  the 
"fanciest"  of  them  came  before  the 
Standard  of  Perfection. 

In  the  Indian  Fowl  Fanciers'  Journal  I 
notice  an  advertisement  of  Chittagongs, 
which  are  described  as  "mostly  bufl  with 
grey  points." 

.4 

H.  H.  ('oilier,  in  the  AiiH-riran  Poultry 
Journal,  says  that  Commissioner  of  Live 
Stock,  I).  O.  Lively,  will  not  be  satisfied 
■witli  less  than  |-J,fliK)  birds  at  the  poultry 
show  at  San  l^'rancisco  ne.xt  November. 
iSIr.  (,'ollier  suggests  that  if  each  of  the 
(i,00()  members  of  the  American  Poultry 
Association  would  guarantee  two  fowls 
"  the  twelve  thousand  would  be  obtained 
without  the  least  help  from  the  poultry- 
men  who  are  not  nieudiers." 

Yes,  and  what  a  wonderful  variety 
show  it  would  be. 

What  is  a  free  reader,  and  why?  It 
strikes  me  as  a  very  curious  coincidence 
when  I  find  in  the  .lune  issues  of  the  two 
poultry  i)apers  that  swore  of!  on  reading 
notices  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
articles  on  caponi/.ing  telling  how  easy  it 
is  when  you  use  the  tools  sold  by  (ieorge 
Bevoy.  ISIr.  Bevoy  offered  us  advertis- 
ing some  time  ago  conditional  upon  giv- 
ing him  such  reader,  and  we  declined  it. 
<4 

The  Paired  Rock  Journal  says:  "It  is 
not  unreasonable  to  predict  that  Rose 
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Comb  Barred  Rocks  will,  in  a  few  years, 
occupy  a  prominent  position  in  poultry- 
dom,"  and  that:  "If  breeders  of  this 
variety  stick  very  close  to  the  Rock  type, 
get  them  admitted  to  the  Standard  with 
a  description  that  can  be  bred  from  a 
single,  mating,  and  keep  up  interest  in 
the^|t*club,  the  demand  will  exceed  all 
expectations." 

On  those  conditions  the  outlook  does 
not  seem  to  a  disinterested  person  at  all 
bright.  They  will  never  be  admitted  to 
the  Standard  with  a  color  description  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  the  Barred  Rock  with 
the  single  comb. 

The  Leghorn  Journid  is  the  latest  breed 
poultry  paper.  It  is  publisned  at  Appo- 
matox,  \'a.,  and  like  the  rest  of  the 
specialty  papers  takes  the  attitude  that 
"There's  no  excuse  for  the  Jjeghorn 
breeder  to  advertise  in  a  general  poultry 


a  man  who  does  not  know  a  noun  from 
an  adjective  doesn't  make  a  very  impres- 
sive spectacle  when  he  attempts  to  ex- 
press his  opinions  of  anyone's  writings. 

Jlr.  (  rough  also  takes  exception  to  the 
article  in  our  .June  issue  on  "Heaven 
Help  the  lloudan,"  as  assuming  "that 
the  Houdan  Club  is  in  need  of  instruction 
as  to  what  manner  their  club  affairs 
shall  be  managed." 

It  is  quite  natural  for  Mr.  Gough  to 
suppose  the  article  assumes  that.  It  is 
in  accord,  apparently,  with  his  concep- 
tion of  journalism  which  considers  what 
is  published  only  with  reference  to  the 
parties  referred  to. 

The  article  simply  assumes  that  a  situ- 
ation exists  in  the  Houdan  (Uub  of  which 
it  is  appropriate  thai,  the  public  should 
be  informed  and  which  is  also  appropri- 
ate that  editors  should  discuss. 


Types  Change.—  1st  S.  C.  Black  Orpington  Pullet,  Herald  Square,  N.  Y.,  1904 


magazine  and  not  advertise  in  the  Leg- 
horn Journal. "  The  breeders,  however, 
are  not  as  unanimously  of  this  opinion 
as  are  the  publishers  of  specialty  sheets. 

.John  A.  Gough  has  a  really  serious 
grievance  against  me  at  last.  The  <| nota- 
tion in  which  he  is  represented  as  saying 
that  what  I  now  write  "sounds  like  the 
naiiiljy  pamby  poultry  th.vsii  of  a  vindic- 
tive village  gossip,"  is  a  misi| notation, 
and  that  "We  have  the  greatest  objection 
to  the  use  of  such  adjectives  as  the  one 
attributed  to  us  by  ^Ir.  Robinson;  still 
we  must  conscientiously  admit  that  its 
substitution  by  him  meets  with  our  entire 
approval,  for  one  must  acknowledge  it  is 
undeniably  perfect,  in  descriptive  attri- 
butes when  referring  to  the  majority  of 
Mr.  I-tobinson's  writings." 

Puzzle:  Find  the  undesirable  adjective. 
I  was  completely  at  a  loss  as  to  where  the 
misquotation  came  in  until  I  looked  up 
the  original  in  the  .1 //(t'//'Y(//  Fuwh  r  and 
found  that  iortru^h  you  shoulil  read  tirade. 
The  error  is  one  easily  made  by  a  com- 
positor setting  from  my  manuscript  and 
easily  overlooked  by  a  i)roof  reader.  To 
make  what  he  says  really  intelligil)le  to 
readers  Mr.  (iongli  should  have  stated  it 
fully.  Above  all  things,  he  should  be 
careful  not  to  make  grand-stand  exhi- 
bitions of  his  knowledge  of  grammar,  for 


The  American  Poultry  World  for  June 
has  an  article  on  "The  Order  of  Alector," 
that  will  be  interesting  to  those  of  owr 
readers  who  have  taken  an  interest  in  the 
subject  as  discussed  in  this  paper.  I  have 
not  space  to  give  even  a  good  abstract  of 
it.  Besides,  after  the  A.  P.  W.'s  treat- 
ment, following  what  went  before,  the 
new  secret  order  is  so  dead  to  all  possibil- 
ities of  producing  the  impression  it  said 
it  would  that  there  is  no  use  discussing  it 
further  unless  the  mourners  insist  upon 
it.  The  address  of  the  World  is  Buflalo, 
N.  V. 

The.l.  P.  W.  also  has  a  long  article, 
with  more  to  come,  on  "The  Right  I'se 
of  Single  Comb  U.  I.  Red  'Sports.'"  In 
an  editorial  relating  to  this  matter,  the 
editor  seems  to  take  the  position  that 
those  who  use  sports  otherwise  than  as  a 
novice  in  breeding  sujiposes  they  should 
l)e  and  are  used,  are  knocking  all  the 
stability  out  of  tiie  industry,  and  that  if 
this  is  the  way  Standard  bred  birds  are 
produced,  something  is  wrong.  I  would 
recommend  to  the  brother  the  sentence 
(|Uoted  in  our  last  issue  from  a  writer  in 
the  l.iglit  Brahma  Club  Year  liook:  — 
"The  science  of  mating  is  not  to  jiut  jier- 
fectly  marked  Hraliinas  together  and  gel 
show  birds,  but  to  mate  imperfect  st)eci- 
mens  and  get  show  l)irds." 

Like  most  short  definitions  that  leaves 


SAFEST  AND  BEST 

FOR 

Incubators  and  Brooders 

You  Can  Run  Your  WHOLE  HATCH 
With  it  Without  Trimming  a  WiGl( 


Here's  One  June  1915  Testimonial 

It  Is  Just  All  Kitflit  Says  1'.  S.  Keith 
Eaeton,  Mass.,  June  S),  1U15. 

I  am  very  particular  about  the  oil  I  use,  as  I 
run  more  lamp  luculiators  than  any  other  hatch- 
ery in  New  KiiKlantI,  If  not  In  the  tJnlteil  Staten, 
and  I  call  the  oil  you  send  me  "  just  all  rlcht." 

I  have  been  using  your  oil  for  Incubators  for 
eighteen  or  twenty  years.  I  used  it  before -Mr. 
.lames  Rankin,  and  It  was  I  told  him  he  ouchi 
to  try  it.  He  did  try  it,  and  afterwards  used 
niitliine  else  as  long  as  he  was  in  the  due  k 
business. 

The  last  .year  or  two  several  other  oil  com- 
panies have  tried  to  get  me  to  use  their  oils, 
giving  me  five  and  ten  gallon  lots  free  for  trial, 
and  claiming  they  were  "  just  as  good  as  the 
.lenney  oil."  I  useil  these  samples  In  certain 
lamps,  watching  the  lamps  carefully  myself, 
with  the  result  that  I  would  NOT  use  them 
if  I  could  buy  them  for  ONK-HALF 
THK  PRICK  of  your  oil.  When  using  your 
oil  I  feel  perfectly  safe,  for  1  have  used  it 
years  and  know  what  it  is. 

Thanking  you  for  the  way  you  have  always 
treated  me.         Yours  trulv, 

F.  S.  h'F.iTn. 


COMMONWEALTH   SAFETY  OIL 
ALSO  HAS  NO  EQUAL  FOR 
HOUSE  LAMPS  AND  STOVES 

WKITK    I  OK  IMUCKS 

JENNEY  MANUFACTURING  CO., 

8  India  St.,  146  Milk  St., 

BOSTON,  MASS. 


something  to  be  desired  on  the  score  of 

completeness,  but  to  those  who  can  breed, 
it  expresses  an  elementary  working  prin- 
cipal. "  Like  produces  like" — xuhjeel  to 
variation,  and  the  breeder  must  plan  to 
keep  variation  in  check  or  to  accelerate  it 
according  to  circumstances. 

There  is  no  need  of  alarm  over  the 
things  good  breeders  do  that  puz/.le  those 
who  prefer  to  follow  rules  made  by  jieople 
who  are  not  good  breeders.  The  good 
breeder  knows —  none  better  —  that  it  is 
not  to  his  interest  to  sell  stock  not  in  the 
stage  that  meets  requirements  of  ordinary 
breeders. 


The  Good  Meat  and  Whole  Milk 
of  Poultry  News 

"After  i|uite  an  extensive  survey  of  the 
poultry  journal  lield,  I  have  reached  the 
conclusion  that  K \KM-l'oi  i.ritv  will  keep 
me  in  touch  with  the  real  news  in  the 
liDultry  world  with  less  winnowing  than 
any  other  journal  I  liave  read,  and  al- 
though I  live  south  of  the  section  de- 
limited by  the  editor  as  the  primary  suc- 
tion range  of  l""AKM-I'ot  i.TKV  I  have  found 
his  i)aper  instructive  and  interesting  and 
attractive  primarily  because  of  its  free- 
dom from  the  poultry  '  hash  '  and  '  skm- 
miik  '  with  whicii  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  columns  of  so  many  of  the  poultry 
journals  are  Idled." 

W.M.    -V.  ,\.N1)1!K\\>. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


OWEN  FARMS'  STOCK  HALF  PRICE  ™V 

In    KlIKF   aiKl    AVIII  I  I';  ()UI"ING10N.S.  WHI  TK   KOCKS,   U  HITI':    WVAN-  ICarly  liaK  hed  Coi  k.  ri  ls  and  Pullets  .ind  early   luolliiii.'  <  <><  I<  and    Ileus  to 

DOTTKS,  S.  t:.  UKDS.  and  S.  C.  AVHI'IK   i.KtJIIOUNS  IINTII.  A IKJ  I'ST  1  .->(h  WIN  your  FAI,I,   I'AIIC  at  low  prices  fi>r  <iualilv.    U  riti-  >  ou  r  e\:i<-t  w.ani  s. 

lor   iusl   half  their  value.    Au  uneoualed  opporl  unity   to  secure   maximum  1        KI UST  TUIZ  KS  H  A  V  K  HKKN  WON  AT  NKW  ^OKK  an<l  (  lfIC;A<i«». 

<iuality  at  minimum  price.  I'TII.ITY  (JIT.\  I.ITI  K.S  l'N.S|Kl'.\SSKI>.                             MATINt;   I.IST  FKKK 

OWEN  FARMS,  122  William  St.,  VINEYARD  HAVEN,  MASS.  MAURICE  F.  Delano,  Prop,  frank  h.  davey,  Supt. 


